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than the k'=0 rule at all energies, and in particular
near 8"=1512, it shows that the experimental points
are not inconsistent with the partial waves believed to
resonate there. The S~~ and E~~ partial waves are large
and may explain the observed k' dependence (Fig. 4).

The results are roughly of the same magnitude as the
experimental data at 1610 MeV (between resonances),
so it is possible that the model does give an estimate
of the nonresonant part of the pion-electroproduction
cross section.
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An approximate procedure for carrying out absorption corrections is presented. It is simpler to apply than
the usual procedure, in that the impact-parameter integrals are replaced by simple factors. One can perform
the absorption corrections directly on the helicity amplitudes, without performing a partial-wave expansion.
The procedure allows one to reproduce approximately all of the results of the usual method, including the
polarizations of the produced particles, with only the parameters present in the usual approach.

~ VER the past few' years we have learned that a
great deal of experimental data for inelastic two-

body processes can be understood within the peripheral
model with absorption corrections. ' ' As is well known,
the results for the production angular distributions, the
decay angular distribution of final-state resonances, and
the interferences between different possible exchanges
are the main successes of the model. On the other
hand, various failures of the model are equally well

known, particularly those concerned with energy de-
pendence.

In spite of its weaknesses, the peripheral model with
absorption corrections is clearly useful in analyzing
data, and we would lik.e to report here an approximate
procedure for carrying out the absorption corrections
which is considerably simpler to apply than those cur-
rently in use. This procedure allows one to reproduce
approximately all of the results of the usual method,
including the polarizations of the particles, with only
the parameters present in the usual approach. One can
perform the absorption corrections directly on the
helicity amplitudes, without the necessity for a partial-
wave expansion.
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~ J. D. Jackson and K. Gottfried, Nuovo Cimento 34, 735
(1964}.We will refer to this paper as JG.

3 L. Durand, III, and Y. T. Chiu, Phys. Rev. 139, 8646 (1965).
We will refer to this paper as DC.

Several uses for such a simplified procedure come to
mind. First, one can apply the absorptive corrections
more easily than previously in conventional situations
to obtain information on the spins of new resonances, to
extract information on x-m scattering from production
of a pion pair (or, of course, on scattering of any pair
of particles that can be produced peripherally), to take
account of momentum-transfer dependence introduced
by absorption when extrapolating to an exchanged
particle pole, to study the physical origin of the po-
larization effects that arise, etc.

In addition, some applications arise which are quali-
tatively different when such a simplified procedure is
available. In a sense, one of the most puzzling aspects
of the absorptive peripheral model is that it works; it
is not well understood. Particularly obscure is the
relation to Regge-pole models, where the energy de-
pendence can be correct but the momentum-transfer
dependence is essentially arbitrary. With our simpler
procedure, it is relatively easy to separate the energy
and momentum-transfer dependence, and it may be
possible to examine the relations between different
approaches to scattering phenomena. In another direc-
tion, it is possible to formulate a procedure for perform-
ing absorption corrections in a multiparticle final state
in terms of the corrections for the various two-body
states. Consequently, it should be possible to decide
whether multiperipheral processes occur, in the same
sense that the absorptive model itself allowed one to
conclude with confidence that peripheral collisions often
dominated quasi-two-body inelastic processes.
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4&

~A)4~ ~s a

0
0.05
0.10
0.15
0.20
0.25
0.30
035
0.40
0.45
0.50
0.60
0.70
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1.00
1.25
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exp (—a'/ky)

1
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0.861
0.819
0.779
0.741
0.705
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0.407
0368
0.287
0.223
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0.135
0.082
0.050
0.018
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' S+~/4~
4.00
3.40
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230
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1.04
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0.82
0.74
0.69
0.64
0.60
0.51
0.45
0.36
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TmLz II.Values of I„(co',~') from Eq. (1}("Exact") and from our
approximations to Irt(oP, e ) floni Eqs. (2)—(7) ( Approximate ).

Pion
exchange

I0 (0.08,0.024)
I0 (0.24,0.024)
I, (0.08,O.O24)
I1(0.24,0.024)
I2 (0.08,0.024)I (0.24,O.O24)

Approxi-
Exact mate

2.71—1.17
1.87
0.71
0.61
0.55

2.40

1.64
0.53
0.63
0.53

Massive
exchange

I0(0.08,0.64)
I0 (0.24,0.64}
I1(0.08,0.64}
I1(0.24,0.64)
I2 (0.08,0.64)
I (O.24,0.64)

Approxi-
Exact mate

0.26
0.13
0.16
0.18
0.075
0.16

0.36
0.14
0.23
0.22
0.10
0.18

The integral in the last line is elementary for all
n&1 and it is a convenient form for presenting the
general pion-exchange absorption factor. The result for
m= 1, 2 are given explicitly.

We note that at the pole (a&s+es=0) the absorption
factors A„are unity, and in the forward direction
(co=0), where only Is is nonvanishing, the approximation
of Appendix A becomes exact and the Io's from Eqs.
(1) and (2) are equal. The coeKcients of co" for N&0are
not exact as ~ —+0.

For massive ext,barge the absorption factors can be
found from the work in DC: for all I (C=crr/47rA,
y = 1/2A cI'),

A (cos e') = 1—C+4yC[rs+1 —2co'/(co'+ e')1/
(~'+e') (7)

The derivation of this approximation and some discus-
sion of its properties is given in DC.

The approximations for light exchange (pion ex-
change above) should be valid whenever es/4y((1 (see
Appendix), while those for massive exchange should be
valid' for (cos+es)/ky&)1. For most processes and
energies of interest, one has y within about a factor of
2 of 0.05. For pion exchange e'&0.03, while for vector
meson exchange e'&0.60, for typical energies. For E
exchange at 5 GeV/c one has e' 0.25, y—0.03, so
(cos+ es)/47~2+ gce, and tile appl oxllllation ls Iiot
particularly good, though it can still be used. %hen
(cos+ es)/4y is smaller than about 3 the massive exchange
approximation can become a poor one, so the question
of its validity shouM be examined in some detail.

To give some ideal of the validity of the approxima-
tion, we quote some values of I„(cos,es) in Table II. The
values under "Exact" are calculated from Eq. (1),
those under "Approximate" from Kq. (2). They are
calculated with C=1, A=7.5/(GeV/c)', at 3 GeV/c
(y=0.055). Table III gives a comparison of the dif-
ferential cross section and p density matrix elements for
rr p —& p p at 3 GeV/c, using C= 1,A = 7.5/(GeV/c)s for
our approximate calculation, with the "exact" absorp-
tion-model hts to the data.

In general, one will be able to Gt data with the ap-
proximate factors as well as with the exact ones, but
with shghtly different values of the parameters 0-~, A,
Rnd the coupling constants involved. So long as one
does not want to interpret the resulting values of these

parameters, the approximate version of the corrections
shouM be adequate. If an interpretation is desirable one
should presumably work with the exact corrections, and
perhaps even directly with the partial-w'ave expansions
of the helicity amplitudes' rather than with their ap-
proximate impact-parameter representation. Our ap-
proximate factors may be useful in establishing that
the data can be understood within the framework of
the absorptive peripheral model before one carries out
the full absorption calculation.

If the initial and 6nal Rbsolptlon should be tRken to
be different, one may proceed as follows: From the
discussion in the Appendix one sees that the integral we
actually approximate is

xdx I.A. „exp (—yx'),

I;[~"/{~'+c')jA„;„'&A„„.&, (g)

whel e the 3~ jg 01 r4 ~, f j11
"are the square roots of the

absorption factors given in Eqs. (3)—(7). Thus, for
exa,rnple, Ai, ; Us(co', es)=(1—C;„(co'+e')[1—exp{—co'/

4y;„)j/cos)'fs, for pion exchange [from Eq. (4)j, where
C; =crr; /4rrA; and y;„=1/2A; q;„, all the quantities
involved being appropriate for the initial scattering

TABLE III. Comparison of the approximate difFerential cross
section and density matrix elements for rr+plrrlp+p at 2.75 and 3
Gev/c with the absorption model titted to the experimental data
t estimated from V. Hagopian, W. Selove, J. Alitti, J. P. Baton,
and M. Neveu-Rene, Phys. Rev. 145, 1128 (1966) and Ref. 1g.
The a proximate results were calculated edit C=1 and A =7.5/
(GeV c)'. No efFort vras made to vary these parameters to im-
prove the Gt to the data.

oP =0.08 (cos0=0.96)
Approxi-

mate "Exact" fit
results to data

w2 =0.24
Approxi-

mate
results

(cos8 =0.88)

"Exact" fit
to data

m 'd~jCh (mb)
P00
Rep10
pl-1

0.066
0.64—0.19
0.06

0.072
0.70—0.16
0.07

0.022
0.57—0.11
0.16

0.020
0.59—0.14
0.10

J. Donohue, Ph.D. thesis, U'niversity of Illinois, 1966 (un-
published}; and H. Hogaasen, J. Hogaasen, R. Keyser, and
B. E. Y. Svensson, Nuovo Cimento 42A, 323 (1966).

which is what arises from the factor exp(s8;„) exp(s8r;„)
= 1—C exp( —yx') when the initial and final corrections
are the same. %hen they are not the same, the factor
in t'he integral is cr=[1—C;„exp(—y;,x'))Us[1 —Cc;
Xexp( —yr;„x')J~'. For large x vre can expand the
1adlcRls so thRt

cr 1—-'C exp( —y x') —-'Cc exp( —yc. x') .

Using this form for o, in the integral, we obtain an
approximate expression for I„.Ke now assume that
we can reverse the expansion of the radicals and we
Anally obtain the expression for I„ involving approxi-
mate absorption factors,
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state. The result in Eq. (8) reduces to that in (2) when
the initial- and final-state absorption become equal, We
have emphasized the case when initial and final ab-
sorption is taken the same because the result of Eqs.
(8) is not something we can derive in general, though
it has the expected behavior for weak absorption and
for equal initial and final absorption and appears to be
a sensible conjecture for the approximation to I„when
initial and final absorption diGer.

Let us close by summarizing the procedure for per-
forming approximate absorption corrections simply.
First one calculates the helicity amplitudes for the
process of interest and follows the procedure of JG or
DC to write the modified helicity amplitudes in terms
of the factors I„ofEq. (1). Then one replaces the I„
by the approximate form of Eq. (8), with the absorption
factors given by Eqs. (3)—(6) for pion exchange or by
Eq. (7) for massive exchange. Now one has the ap-
proximate absorption corrected helicity amplitudes, and
the cross section and density matrix elements are com-
puted in the conventional manner. ' '

I have profited from instructive conversations with
Dr. P. K. Williams, Dr. V. T. Chiu, Professor L.
Durand, Professor M. Ross, and Professor J. D.
Jackson.

APPENDIX

The derivation of the absorption factors in the text
is not particularly instructive; it is a matter of manipu-
lating Bessel function identities.

For the case of equal initial and final absorption we
have

we obtain

y' I„(~y/2y)
X exp —— . (A3)

y2+ ~2

Now, for light-particle exchange we have e' small.
For example, for pion exchange and momenta above
about 2 GeV/c, e'& 0.03. (At 5 GeV/c for pion exchange
e'~0.01.) On the other hand, the integrand peaks at
r'&by&0. 20. [At 5 GeV/c, for 2 =7.5/(GeV/c)', 4y
=0.125.]Thus, for m) 1, where the integrand is small
for y' ~', we can simply drop the e' in the denominator
of Eqs. (A3). The integral can then be evaluated using
the identity

I.( y)L m( —p'r') jy" 'dr

= (u/2P) "(1/2P")F((y+v)/2)[1/F(v+1)]

&& kg((p+ v)/2, v+1 a'/4p') .

For our case the hypergeometric function is expressible
in terms of elementary functions (recall e &1)

1

&P&(~ ~+ 1 ~ s) —p&z(2 gzw(2 (r+ 1)n ldy—
-1

I„(aP e') = e xdx J„((ox)It„(ex)[1—C exp( —yx') j
—~n/(~2+&2) QI (&2 &2) (A1)

I,„((o',e') = e" xdx I„((ox)E (ex) exp( —yx') (A2)

is the integral we want to evaluate. Using the identities~

e"It„(x)= dy I„(xy)y"+'/(y'+ e'),

where the first term results from an identity given in
Ref. 2, and

Then

S,(~,e )= [exp(—~ /4y)31/4y)Z(~, , ).

giving the results in the text in Eq. (6).
The condition for this approximation to be valid is

«n th«r"+'I em( —r'/471/(r'+ ~')=r" ' exp( —r'/
4y) for values of y' large enough to contribute appreci-
ably to the integral and smaller than 4p because of the
exponential. Since 4y«1, the integrand will peak at
y'~47, so we can take e'/4y&&1 as our condition for
the validity of the approximation. When m =0 we cannot
drop e' because the integrand in (A3) would be singular
at y=0. We proceed instead by defining Z by

x(EhI„((vx)I„(yx) exp( —yx')

dZ(~', e')/4&= (1/2y) y'dy [exp( y /47) j
&&I~(~y/27)/ b'+")

(~'+r')$ I.(~r/27)exp- can be evaluated by the procedure above, and we can
4& / — 2& obtain Z from

7 All the identities we use are obtainable from %. Magnus and
P. Oberhettinger, Formutus and Theorems for the Functions of
Mathemctica/ I'hysics (Chelsea Publishing Company, New York,
1954).

Z(co', e') =Z(0,e')+ dy dZ(y' ~')/dy.
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This gives the result in the text for Aoo(co', «'), with and for large x

co2l4v eu
Z(oo', «') = dy —+

o y+ «'/4v o

"e ~dy
1/x+ . .

o y+x

00 e g

dy
y+ «'/4v

=«p("/4v)jEi("/4v).

To make the paper self-contained for simple applica-
tions, we have included a few values for these integrals
in Table I.

For large or small arguments they may be approxi-
mated as follows:

For co'/4v somewhat less than unity (satisfied, for
example, for momenta less than about 4 GeV/c at
angles cos9&0.9), one can obtain

dy (e"—1)/y~x+x'/2!2+ x'/3!3+

and the first two terms are a good approximation. For
very large cd'/4v, one can use E,(x) ~ (e~/x) (1+. . ).

Similarly, for small x,

"e ~dy
x——'x'+ —lnx —0.577216

o y+x

These functions are tabulated in Ref. 5; their names are

j4& e&—1
dy =- E;(oP/4v) —ln(co'/4v) —0.577216

Thus, for the case of most interest with small «P/4v
and small «'/4v, we have

A o(co', «') 1 C—(coo+ «') [exp( sP—/4v) j(1/4v)((co'/4v)
+ (coo/4v)o/4+ «o/4v —ln(«o/4v) —0 577. . .j (A4)

Finally we summarize some of the properties of the
absorption factors.

As co'/4v ~ oo (large momentum transfers), all
A„—+ 1—C.

At co'/4v=0 (forward direction) the approximate lo
is the same as the Born approximation for the pion
exchange case, but not for massive exchange. For e&0
all l„vanish in the forward direction.

At the pole (co'= —«' or i=no, ,i,') all A„ for pion
exchange approach unity, so the residues of the ampli-
tude are equal to those for the Born approximation,
while the result for massive exchange has a modi6ed
singularity structure, with high-order poles appearing
(consequently the A „for massive exchange not only do
not approach unity at the pole, but the residue is
infinite there).

At high energies (s~~, oP/4v —+ At/2, «'—/4v-+
A m, ,i,'/2) all the absorption factors have the interesting
property that they become pure functions of t (inde-
pendent of s to the extent that the absorption param-
eters A, oo are independent of s), so that the amplitude
has the energy dependence of the Born approximation.


