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Far Infrared Spectra of Ai,o, :Cr'+ and Al&Os .'Ti'+t

E. D. NKISON) J. Y. WONG, AND A. I . SCHAWLOW

Stanford University, Stanford, Californi a

(Received 1.0 Qctober 1966)

The absorption spectrum of ruby containing 1 jo Cr2Q3 has been observed at 77'K and below, over the
range from 10 to 1.60 crn, using a large grating spectrometer. Although chromium ion pairs are known to
have energy-level intervals in this region, no absorption lines were observed, even in a sample 15-cm long.
Thus, these spin-changing transitions are, as might be expected, quite forbidden. In Al&Q3 ..Ti'+, levels were
observed at 37.8 and 107.5 cm with strong transitions connecting them. A broad lattice absorption
was also observed. The position of the 37.8-cm level is in reasonable agreement with predictions from
earlier microwave relaxation measurements in the ground state. The infrared linewidths are large, indicating
a rapid relaxation without spin Qip. The level spacings are smaller than predicted by crystal-6eld theory,
indicating that the effective trigonal Geld and spin-orbit coupling are reduced by a dynamic Jahn-Teller
effect.

I. INTRODUCTION

'T has been shown by Hadni et al. ' and by Chang and
- Rowntree' that much of the far infrared lattice

absorption of crystals can be reduced by cooling the
crystals to low temperatures. The temperature-depend-
ent part of the lattice absorption is due to the combina-
tion of an incoming photon with a thermally excited
acoustic phonon to give an optical phonon. At low
temperatures few acoustic phonons are availab1e for
this type of absorption.

In particular, Hadni has shown that the A1~03 lattice
is nearly transparent in the far infrared for temperatures
less than 77'K.' Thus, it is possible to study the spectra
of ions in the A1~03 lattice. Ke present here the far
infrared absorption spectra for A1203'. Cr'+ and for
Al203'.Ti'+.

II. EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS

In order to do far infrared spectroscopy of ions in
crystals and also to do experiments on far infrared
lasers, we have constructed a large grating spectrome-
ter. At the present time we have gratings and fil.ters
to cover the spectral region from 8.3 to 162 cm '. A

grating instrument was chosen over the higher-resolu-
tion Michelson interferometer' because the interferom-
eter is not suited for work with high-power single-pulse
lasers.

The spectrometer ha, s f/4 Ebert optics; the Ebert
mirror has a 40-in. focal length. A 7-ft long by 2~-ft.
diam cylindrical aluminum vacuum tank houses the
entire spectrometer, including source and entrance
optics. Thus, atmospheric water vapor Lwhich absorbs
infrared (i.r.) radiationj can be pumped out of the

t Work supported by the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration under Grant No. NsG 331.

' A. Hadni, B.Wyncke, P. Strimer, E. Decamps, and J.Claudel,
in I'roceedings of the Third Internationat Congress of Quantum
Etectrolscs, edited by P. Grivet and N. Bloembergen (Columbia
University Press, New Vork, 1964), p. 731; W. S. C. Chang and
R. F. Rowntree, ibid. , p. 677.

~ A. Hadni, Phys. Rev. 136, A758 (1964).' P. L. Richards, in Proceedings of the Far Infrared Physics
Symposium, Riverside, California, 1964 (unpublished).
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FIG. 1. Block diagram of the far infrared spectrometer
and auxiliary equipment.

radiation path. The cylindrical tank is split in half
horizontally so that the top can be raised easily by a
pulley arrangement to provide access to the spectrom-
eter components.

Figure 1 shows the experimental arrangement ap-
plicable to the experiments to be described here. Note
that all spectroscopy is done in absorptiors. The spec-
trometer output is monochromatic far i.r. radiation
(chopped st 10 cps), that is conveyed via a 1.1-cm
i.d. aluminum light pipe to the absorbing sample
mounted at the bottom of a large metal Dewar. The
actual sample-mounting technique will be described
separately for each experiment. A crystalline quartz
window separates the high-vacuum Dewar compart-
ment from the relatively low-vacuum spectrometer
tank and allows gratings to be changed while the Dewar
remains at low temperatures. After passing through the
sample, the radiation is conveyed by light pipe to the
Texas Instruments germanium bolometer detector
which operates at 4.2'K. The detector output (an
electrical signal) is amplified approximately 1000-fold

by the preamplifier and then fed into the signal channel
of the Princeton lock-in amplifier. The lock-in amplifier
reference channel receives a reference signal (chopped

156 298



FAR INFRARED SPECTRA OF A lg03.' Cr'+ AN D A 1203.' Ti'+ 299

at 10 cps by the same chopper that chops the far i.r.
signal) from the spectrometer so that the lock-in
ampli6er will amplify only those signals from the pre-
amplifier that lie within a certain bandwidth (deter-
mined by a EC time constant) about the chopper fre-
quency of 10 cps. The slowly varying dc output of the
lock-in amplifier is recorded on chart paper.

III. AI203 .'Cr'+

A. Introduction

The energy levels of a single Cr'+ ion in dilute ruby
(0.05% or less of CrsOs in AlsOs) are known theoretic-
ally4 and experimentally. ' The 'A& ground state is
split by only 0.38 cm ', while the next state, the 'E,
is 14400 cm ' above the ground state. Hence, there
are no low-lying far i.r. levels for the single Cr'+ ion
in A1203.

The optical spectrum of concentrated ruby (~0.1 to
1.0% CrsOs in Al, Os) contains numerous lines that

increase in intensity nearly as the square of the chrom-
ium-ion concentration. These lines can be attributed to
coupled pairs of Cr'+ ions. 6 Analysis of the pair spec-
trum is complicated by the fact that several inequiva-
lent pair types must be considered. Progress has been
made in the interpretation of the optical pair spectrum
by measurement of the temperature dependence of
the lines7 ' and by measurement of the stress depend-
ence of the lines. "

The simplest theory of the ground-state interaction
between two Cr'+ ions assumes an interaction of the
form-Js~ s2, where s~ and s2 are the total electron spins
of ions 1 and 2, respectively. For the ground state in
ruby, ( si

~

and
( ss

~

each have the value s. The two spins
can couple to give a resultant spin of S=O, 1, 2, or 3.
According to whether J is positive or negative, one has
ferromagnetic coupling or antiferromagnetic coupling.
The level spacings follow the Lande-interval rule.

From Kisliuk and Krupke' and Mollenauer, ' one
kind of Cr'+ pair has energy levels at 0, 20.4, 35.0,
and 42.9 cm ' (probably fourth-nearest neighbors),
while another kind of Cr'+ pair has levels at 0, 10.3,
32.7, and 67.9 cm ' (probably second-nearest neigh-
bors). An earlier analysis by Kisliuk, Schawlow, and
Sturge7 gave levels at 0, 33, 99, and 198 cm ' for the
second-nearest neighbors, but this was based in part on

'Y. Tanabe and S. Sugano, J. Phys. Soc. Japan 13, 880
(1958).' S. Sugano and I. Tsujikawa, J. Phys. Soc. Japan 13, 899
(1958).

6A. L. Schawlow, D. L. Wood, and A. M. Clogston, Phys.
Rev. Letters 3, 271 (1959).' P. Kisliuk, A. L. Schawlow, and M. D. Sturge, in Advances in
Qgantum Electronics. Second International Conferencein Quantgm
Electronics, Berkeley, California, edited by J. R. Singer (Columbia
University Press, New York, 1964), p. 725.

P. Kisliuk, Appl. Phys. Letters 3, 215 (1963).
9P. Kisliuk and W. F. Krupke, J. Appl. Phys. 36, 1025

(1965)."L. F. Mollenauer, Ph.D. dissertation, Stanford University,
Stanford, California, 1965 (unpublished}.

an optical-absorption line which was found later to
be a sharp vibronic feature and not a pair line. '

In 1964, Hadni reported the observation of two far
i.r. absorption lines in a specimen of concentrated ruby
less than 1-cm long. ' He reported one line at 37 cm '
and a second line at 100 cm '. These lines were elec-
tric-dipole lines and were polarized perpendicular to the
optic axis of the crystal. They persisted at helium and
hydrogen temperatures, while the 37-cm ' line com-

pletely disappeared at nitrogen temperature and the
100-cm ' line nearly disappeared. at nitrogen tempera-
ture. Each line gave a maximum absorption coeKcient
on the order of 1 cm ' for a 1.2% concentration of
chromium ions. Hadni assigned the two lines to Cr'+
pairs. He found a correspondence with the antiferro-
magnetically coupled second neighbors energy assign-
ment of Kisliuk, Schawlow, and Sturge, which how-

ever, is now known to be incorrect.
Transitions between diferent spin states are for-

bidden. One might expect this selection rule to be
fairly rigidly obeyed for Cr'+ pairs in ruby because the
ground state of the single Cr'+ ion in A1203 has no
orbita] angular momentum. Hence, spin-orbit effects
(which might relax selection rules) are absent. The
lines observed by Hadni seemed surprisingly strong for
transition between states of difterent spins. For the
reasons stated above, it was decided to restudy the far
infrared absorption of ruby.

3. The Experiment

A very large ruby rod with 1% chromium ion con-
centration was available for the experiment. The rod
was in the form of a right circular cylinder with a 6-in.
length and a —', -in. diam. The optic axis of the crystal
was at an angle of 60' with respect to the cylinder axis.
The sample was mounted at the bottom of the large
metal Dewar in a specially designed sample holder.
The sample holder was a concentric cylinder that
allowed cryogenic liquid (in this case helium) to contact
the sample over most of its area. Two indium 0-ring
seals prevented the liquid helium from leaking through
the Dewar compartment and at the same time locked
the sample in place. The sample extended approximately
-', -in. beyond the 0-ring seal on each end. This sample-
holding technique ensured that the sample was very
close to 4.2'K.

For this experiment, unpolarized far i.r. radiation
was transmitted along the length of the ruby cylinder.
If the optic axis had been along this direction and if
Hadni's interpretation were correct, then there should
have been essentially 100% absorption at 37 and 100
cm ' for such a long sample. Taking into account the
fact that the optic axis was at 60' with respect to the
radiation, there still should have been absorptions (at
37 and 100 cm ') greater than 60%.

No absorption at all was observed throughout the
entire range of the instrument with the exception of the



300

2p

l
.2E

l
lI
,f

%9000ce, l

yl
yl

ls

v

Tp Q

2E

2Al

«Is/ crri

JAHN"TELLER
SPUTTING

+ CUBlC
FIELD

2E
+ TesONAL l+ SPW-0RBIT

FIELD

Fto. 2. Energy-level diagram of Ales'. Tig+ with crystalline
and spin-orbit interactions.

broad lattice absorption that increased drastically be-
yond 100 cm '. An absorption of 10% could have been
detected throughout most of the instrument's range.
In the region greater than about 125 cm ', the lattice
absorption caused the sensitivity to decrease rapidly.
In the region less than about 15 cm ', the sensitivity
decreased (to about 20% at 12 cm ') because of the
inherent loss of sensitivity of the spectrometer at long
wavelengths.

This experiment has shown that the 37- and 100-
cm ' lines observed by Hadni are not d.ue to Cr'+
ion pairs. Furthermore, since it is known that there do
exist low-lying pair levels with far-i. r. energy spacings,
this experiment also has shown that any transitions
between the diR'erent spin states must be quite weak-
as expected.

The upper limit for oscillator strengths of such pair
transitions can be estimated from the results of this
experiment with the aid of Eq. (3.1)":

&p=0 025(&f/»). (3.1)

'1 A. L. Schawlow, in I'roceed&sgs of the International School of
I'hysics "Enrico Iiernri, " Colrse XXXI, QNentem E/ectrotucs
and Coherent Light, i%63, edited by P. A. Miles I'Academic Press
Inc. , New York, 1964),

Equation (3.1) gives the peak absorption coefFicient

(kp) for a Gaussian line arising from a sample with ill'

pairs per cm' in the lower state and none in the upper
state. The oscillator strength is denoted by f and the
linewidth (in cps) is denoted by hv. Assuming a random
distribution of Cr'+ ions among the aluminum sites
in our sample, we estimate f&(72/ )XN10 P for o.

polarization and f& (1.2/m) &(10 s for rr polarization.
Here e is the number of equivalent positions for the
second ion of a particular pair type. For 6rst- and 6fth-
nearest neighbors, n equals 1; for second-, third-,
and fourth-nearest neighbors, I equals 3.'0

The apparent explanation of Hadni's result is that
he observed. lines due to some impurity other than
Cr'+ pairs. A theoretical study was made to determine
what ions in corundum (Alsop) might give absorptions
in the far i.r. The Ti'+ ion is just such an ion and it is
discussed, in Sec. IV.

IV. Alp03. Ti'+

A. Introduction

A consid, eration of the erst transition series of ele-
ments showed that the Ti'+ ion is one of the most likely
to give far i.r. splittings of the ground state when it
replaces an Ap+ ion in corund. um. Figure 2 shows the
energy-level scheme for Ti'+ in corundum. Since the
free-ion configuration consists of a single 3d electron
outside a closed argon shell, the free-ion level is the 10-
fold. degenerate 'D. The crystal 6eld seen by the
titanium ion can bc dlvldcd into a large cubic field and
a much smaller trigonal field. Symmetry considerations
determine qualitatively how the crystal-6eld. environ-
ment splits up the degenerate free-ion level. The cubic
6eld alone splits the j.0-fold degenerate 'D level into a,

four-fold degenerate 'E, and. a six-foM degenerate
'T2„with the 'T~, level lower as shown. Addition of the
trigonal Geld does not further split the 'E„but it does
split the 'Tgq into a doubly degenerate 'Ai and. a four-
fold degenerate 'E. Whether the 'A~ or the 'E is the
lower level depends on the sign of the trigonal 6eld.
For Ti'+ in corundum, the 'E level actually is the lower
level. The reason for this assignment is discussed jatcr.
Upon inclusion of the spin-orbit interaction, one finds
that the ground-'E, level splits into two doubly de-
generate levels. According to McClure, "the 'E excited.
state is about 19 000 cm ' above the ground state and
is split by 1850 cm ' by a Jahn-Teller effect. Thus, the
original 10-fold degenerate level of the free ion has been
split into 6ve doubly degenerate Kramers levels. These
Kramcrs doublets can be split only by the application
of a magnetic Geld, The splitting of the ground 'E level
by spin-orbit coupling would. be expected to be in the
far i.r. region.

Two different groups (Kask et al.is and FeMman
ef ul. i4) have performed spin-resonance experiments on
the ground state of A1203.Ti'+. They both 6nd that
gff 1.07 and g~ is too small for accurate measurement.
The fact that the measured. g is so anisotropic indicates
that the ground state cannot be the 'A~ level. Since the
'A~ level has no orbital angular momentum, its g value
must be isotropic and must have the value 2.

Both groups have measured. the spin-lattice relaxa-
tion time T» of the ground level as a function of tem-
perature. This T~ is the time constant for the return
to thermal equilibrium of the populations of the 2 sub-
levels of the ground state after their populations have
been d.isturbed. from the equilibrium value by some
means. They find that in the temperature region from

3 to 14'K (Kask et al measured only .to O'K) Ti

~ D. S.McClure, J.Chem. Phys. 36, 2757 (1962).
~~ N. K. Ease, L. S. Kornienko, T. S. Mandel'shtam, and A. M.

Prokhorov„Fiz. Tverd. Tela S, 2306 (1963) )Eiiglish transl. :
Soviet Phys. —Solid State S, 16'IT (1964)g.

'4D. %. Feldman, D. C. Burnham, and J. G. Castle, Jr.,
Westinghouse Research Laboratories, Quarterly Scienti6c Report
No. 4, 1964 (unpublished), Contract No. AP 19K;628)1640,
AI'CRL 64-665.
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is given very well by the expression

1/Tg A——e ""-r. (4 1)

This temperature dependence is characteristic of a
relaxation process known as the Orbach process. "It is
a two-step process involving an intermediate level at
energy 8 above the ground state. The erst step is to
excite an ion from the excessively populated sublevel of
the ground state to the level at energy 8 above the
ground state by the absorption of a phonon of energy

5. Then, in a second step, the ion can fall down to the
underpopulated sublevel of the ground state with the
emission of a phonon of energy h. Of course, the
reverse process will also occur, but the process causing
return to thermal equilibrium is favored. From the
measured temperature dependence of T~, Feldman's
group estimated 8 to be 36+1 cm-', whereas the Kask
group estimated 8 to be 30+3 cm—'. Thus, t.he spin-
resonance relaxation measurements indicate that the
spin-orbit splitting of the ground state of Ti + in corun-
dum does indeed fall in the far i.r. The Feldman group
further found the value of A in Eq. (4.1) to be 2.5X10"
sec '. This value will be mentioned later, when the
lifetime of the level at energy 5 above the ground state
ss discussed.

B. The Far Infrared Absorytion Spectrum

It was decided to look for the splitting of energy 5

in titanium-doped corundum. Furthermore, although
the 'A& level would normally be expected to be more
than 500 cm ' above the ground state, "a search for this
level up to 162 cm ' (the limit of the instrument) was
planned.

Several rock-shop quality corundum samples that
would be expected to have titanium as an impurity were
obtained and analyzed for impurity content. Two sam-
ples containing significant amounts of titanium were
run on the far i.r. spectrometer at 4.2'K and showed
lines at 37.8 and 107.5 cm '. A tentative assignment
of these absorptions to the energy-level scheme of Fig.
2 was made and two "high-quality" oriented samples of
titanium-doped corundum were ordered from Union
Carbide, Linde Division.

The common oxide of titanium is rutile (TiO~) in
which the titanium ion is in the +4 oxidation state.
This oxidation state corresponds to a closed-shell con-
figuration and is the most stable. For this reason there
is a large uncertainty about the amount of Ti'+ existing
in a titanium-doped corundum sample. Although the
total amount of titanium in a sample can be analyzed,
there is no way of telling (quantitatively) how much is
in the +3 oxidation state. If g values are accurately
known, a spin-resonance measurement can determine
oxidation states at least semiquantitatively. If one knows
the sensitivity of his equipment and the g values of a

"C.B.P. Finn, R. Orbach, and %'. P. %'os, Proc. Phys. Soc.
(London) 77, 261 (1961).

Fio. 3. Sample
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particular level of a particular oxidation state, then the
number of spins corresponding to a given signal strength
is known. Unfortunately, as mentioned in Sec. IV.A,
g& for the ground state of A1203'.Ti'+ is very close to
zero and very uncertain. Consequently, a "spin-count"
determination of the actual amount of Ti'+ in a sample
is not feasible.

Since the +4 oxidation state of titanium is the most
stable, there appears to be great diKculty in putting a
signi6cant amount of titanium in A1203 without disturb-
ing the crystal structure. The titanium tends to pre-
cipitate out into the rutile structure. Instructions given
to Linde indicated that the boule should be grown under
reducing conditions so as to enhance the number of +3
lons.

Linde was unable to grow a boule that did not crack
at some point in the processing. Whether this situation
was caused by the tendency of titanium to form the
rutile structure is not known. At any rate, a cracked
boule was obtained with 0.15% (by weight of the most
common oxide Ti02) total titanium concentration. The
boule was approximately 2-in. long and ~-in. in diam.
The boule was intact, but a spiraling crack ran along its
length. The optic axis is along the geometric axis of the
boule. All the results presented here were obtained with
samples cut from this boule.

Since the samples were cracked and also because they
were short, the sample-holding technique of Sec. III
was impossible. It was desired to have as little tempera-
ture difference as possible between the cryogenic liquid
in the Dewar and the sample so that the sample tem-
perature could be taken to be the same as the liquid
temperature. For this purpose a special sample holder
was constructed.

Figure 3 illustrates the sample holder, which attaches
to the bottom of the inner Dewar flask with an indium
0-ring seal. The cryogenic liquid surrounds the thin wall

copper cylinder as shown. A sample was placed inside
the copper cylinder and indium metal was stuBed be-
tween the sample and the copper cylinder to give good
thermal contact and to fix the sample in place. The dis-
tance between liquid and sample was at no time greater
than 0.1 cm. We estimate that this sample-holding
technique ensured that the sample temperatures were
always within 0.2'K of the liquid temperature. This dif-
ference is negligible for the purposes of this study.

A point of interest resulted from taking preliminary
data on the rock-shop samples with the samples im-
mersed in the cryogenic liquid. The far i.r. radiation
thus passed through two sapphire windows and the
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I'IG. 4. Axial absorption spectrum of A1203'. Ti'+ at 4.2'K.
I,Total titanium concentration ~0.15 j&.)

wavelength. A small correction should be applied for the
cGcct of multiple rejections, but this correction is less
than other uncertainties Rnd so has been neglected. The
biggest uncertainty involved ln these measurements is
the absolute value of the percent transmission. Since
the Dewar system has to be disconnected and then re-
connected to change from the titanium sample to the
pure corundum sample, the accuracy of the absolute
percent transmission attributed to Ti'+ ions is uncertain
by about &10%. This uncertainty will be mentioned
again later with regard to line shapes.

Figures 4, 5, and 6 show the results of axial (direction
of unpolarized radiation is parallel to the optic axis of
the crystal) absorption measurements on the A1203'.Ti'+
system at 4.2, 20.3, and 27.4'K, respectively. The

liquid in addition to the sample. Attempts to look at the
absorption spectrum of these samples at hydrogen and
nitrogen temperatures failed because no far i.r. passed
through the sample compartment. It appears that
llquKl hydrogen Rnd llquld nltIogcn RbsoI.b fRI l.l,
even though the hydrogen and nitrogen molecules are
nonpolar. This situation is an interesting one in itself,
but no attempt has been made to investigate it. It is
likely that these absorptions arise from dipole moments
lndUccd by colllslons between molcculcs of thc llqUld

hydrogen or nitrogen. ' ' Since the llquld bellum
molecule is monatomic, no such effect occurs for liquid
helium.
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Frc. 5. Axial absorption spectrum of A'1~03'. Ti'+ at 20.3'K.

The absorption spectra were obtained by dividing
the signal with a titanium-doped. sample in the sample
holdel by thc slgnRl obtained w'1th R pule col'unduIn

sample of the same size, shape, and orientation in the
sample holder. This proceedure takes into account the
absorption of the pure corundum lattice, the reAection
losses, and the variation in spectrometer output with

~6 M. F. Crawford, H. L. %'elsh, and J. L. Locke, Phys. Rev.
75, 1607 (1949)."D. R. Bosomvrorth and H. P. Gush, Can. J. Phys. 43, 729
and 751 (1965).

FIG. 6. Axial absorption spectrum of A120g'. Ti3+ at 77.4'K.

Fzo, 7. Observed
low-lying energy lev-
els of Algol'. Ti3+.

IOT.5 cm

37.8 cm'

I

absorption coefficient k(v) is plotted as a function of
wave number. It is seen that at all 3 temperatures
there is one line at 37.8 cm ' and another at 107.5
cm '. At 4.2 K, no other lines appear, but at 20.3'K a
small absorption appears around 70 cm—'. At 77.4'K,
this 70-cm ' absorption becomes Inore prominent.

The positions and temperature dependence of these
lines are consistent with the assumption that they stem
from an energy-level diagram such as that shown in Fig.
7. The 70-cm ' line corresponds very closely to the
difference between the 37.8- and 107.5-cm ' lines. It
appears that the 3 levels shown in Fig. 7 correspond to
the 3 lower levels of the Ti'+ system —shown in Fig, 2.
The value of 37.8 cm ' agrees very well with the values
of 8 obtained by spin-lattice relaxation measurements of
the ground state. As mentioned in Sec. IV.A, the Kask
group estimated 5 to be 30&3 cm—' and the FeMman
group estimated 5 to be 36~1 cm '. The diRerence be-
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same as the axial spectrum of Fig. 6, while the x spec-
trum shows none of the 3 lines that appear in the axial
spectrum. Consequently, one can conclude that all 3
lines correspond to 0 electric-dipole transitions.

The slowly rising characteristic of the x spectrum is
suggestive of lattice absorption. The lattice absorp-
tion of the pure corundum crystal has already been
taken into account. Consequently, the m spectrum is
likely to be due to a modification of the lattice absorp-
tion by the introduction of titanium. It could be due to
Ti'+ ions or to a partial modification of the crystal
structure by Ti4+ ions or some combination of effects.
Figure 9 shows the x- spectrum at 77.4'K again and com-
pares it to the ~ spectrum at 4.2'K.

FIG. 8. Polarized absorption spectrum of A1~03'. Ti'+ at
77.4 K. (Upper curve is for 0 polarization. Lower curve is for 7i.

polarization. )
22—

20

tween the directly measured value of 6 and those derived
from spin-lattice relaxation rates is consistent with the
observation by Voung and Stapleton' that energy
gaps predicted by Orbach relaxation rates tend to be
less than the directly measured values. They explain
this difference in terms of finite level widths.

The maximum absorption coefficient of the 37.8-
cm ' line at 4.2 and 20.3'K is quite large (&20 cm ').
For this reason a sample only 1-mm long was used to ob-
tain the data at 4.2 and 20.3'K for this line. At 77.4'K,
the maximum k([) for this line is reduced substantially
so that a 2-mm sample was used at 77.4'K. [Note that

FIG. 10. 37.8-cm ~

line of A1203.'Ti'+ at
4.2'K.
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We have assumed that the slowly varying x spec-
trum is due to a modification of the lattice absorption
and that this ~ spectrum is unpolarized. Consequently,
in order to obtain the true spectrum of the 3 lines, the m.

spectrum has been subtracted from the axial spectrum.

C. Line Shapes and Linewidths

Figure 10 shows the 37.8-cm ' line at 4.2'K, plotted
on an expanded wave number scale compared to that of

FxG. 9. w absorption spectrum of A1203.'Ti'+ at 4.2 and 77'K. lo—

the k([) scale of Fig. 6 is different from those in Figs. 4
and S.j The 70- and 107.5-cm ' lines were always ob-
served with a 2-mm sample.

An unexpected feature of Figs. 4, 5, and particularly
6 is that the absorption coefFicient rises again at wave
numbers beyond the 107.5-cm ' line. Unfortunately,
k(p) is still rising at 162 cm ', the instrument's limit.
This situation was made more clear when polarized
spectra were taken.

Figure 8 shows the 0. and x spectra at 77.4'K. It is
clear that the 0. spectrum of Fig. 8 is very nearly the
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I ! I [ I I I I I

80 100 !20 140 !60
P (cm') ~"B.A. Young and H. J.Stapleton, Phys. Letters 21, 498 {1966). Fro. 11. 107.5-cm ~ line at 4.2'I (axial minus s. spectrum).
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Fxc. 12. 37.8-cm '
line shape at 4.2'K,
compared with Gaus-
sian and Lorentzian
shapes.

Fig. 4 so that the line shape can be seen more easily.
Close observation of Fig. 10 shows that the absorption
coefficient is not symmetrical about the center fre-
quency. Figure 11 shows the axial minus the 7f- absorp-
tion spectrum for the 107.5-cm ' line at 4.2'K. This
line shape is clearly not symmetrical about the center
frequency. Both lines exhibit the same characteristic
of having larger k(v) on the high wave number side of
the line center than at corresponding points on the low
wave number side.

It will be shown that the widths of these lines are
predominantly due to lifetime broadening. Ordinarily,
a, lifetime-broadened line has the familiar symmetrical
Lorentzian shape. However, the Lorentzian shape is
derived for the condition of very narrow linewidth com-
pared with the center frequency. " Since the 37.8- and
107.5-cm ' lines have widths that are not completely
negligible with respect to their center frequencies, it is
not surprising that they show some asymmetry.

Part of the asymmetry of broad lines can be explained
when a distinction is made between the transition-
probability shape and the intensity shape ordinarily
measured in the laboratory. The transition-probability
shape gives the distribution of photons absorbed in an
absorption experiment or emitted in a fluorescence
experiment. This shape is the normal symmetric
Lorentzian if the line is narrow. Since each photon
has energy hv, it follows that the transition-probability
shape must be multiplied by v to give the correct in-

tensity shape. For very narrow lines, v is very nearly
vo (the center frequency) over the entire line. Hence,
for narrow lines the transition-probability shape and the
intensity shape are the same. However, for a line that
has a width that is not negligible compared to vo, the
shape will become asymmetrical by the v factor. It
should be pointed out that the transition-probability
shape itself will deviate from the symmetric Lorentzian
when the width is large compared to the center fre-

quency. Messiah shows that this is the case."
If the linewidths observed here are due primarily to

lifetime broadening, it is necessary that the line shapes
are those appropriate for lifetime broadening. As

'8 A. Messiah, Quantum MecIzaeics (John %iley 8z Sons, Inc.,
New York, 1962), Vol. II, p. 994.

mentioned above, the Ti'+ lines are broad enough so that
some deviation from the Lorentzian shape is expected;
but they still should show a resemblance to the Lorent-
zian shape. Figures 12 and 13 show the normalized
k (v)/r at 4.2'K [i.e., (k (v)/v)/(k (r )/v) ] versus
(v—vo) for the 37.8- and 107.5-cm ' lines, respectively.
The k(p) are divided by v to change the measured in-
tensity shape to a transition-probability shape as ex-
plained above. For comparison purposes, the nor-
malized Lorentzian (L(v—vo)'+i4y'i ') and the nor-
malized Gaussian (expL —4((v —vo)/y)' ln2)) shapes
are given also.

For both lines the transition-probability shape
clearly fits the Lorentzian shape more closely than the
Gaussian. It was stated in Sec. IV.B that there is an
uncertainty of &10% in the absolute value of the
percent transmission measured. This uncertainty in
percent transmission corresponds to an uncertainty in
the base lines of Figs. 10 and 11 of &0.5 cm '. It is
clear that this error can affect the shapes in Figs. 12
and 13 that were obtained from Figs. 10 and 11 by
dividing the curves by v. However, this error cannot
possibly change the fact that the curves in Figs. 10 and
11 are not symmetrical. Allowance for the uncertainty
of the base lines in Figs, 10 and 11 can produce a
better 6t to the Lorentzian in Figs. 12 and 13, but it is
impossible to fit the Gaussian. Therefore, on the basis
of line shapes it appears that the measured linewidths
are due primarily to lifetime broadening.

In order to obtain linewidths, all the lines were plotted
in terms of transition-probability shapes because the
linewidths obtained from this kind of curve are the
ones related to the lifetimes of the states involved. The
measured linewidths for the 37.8-cm ' line at 4.2 and
20.3'K are partially instrument limited; all the other
measured linewidths are so large that they are not
instrument limited. Section IV.D shows that the tem-
perature dependence of these lines (below 77.4'K) is
consistent with direct-process phonon broadening.
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FIG. 13.107.5-cm &

hne shape at 4.2'K,
compared with Gaus-
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D. Linewidth Theory

Since the 37.8- and 107.5-cm ' line shapes at 4.2'K
approximate the Lorentzian shape, it is assumed that
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Thsxz I. Comparison between calculated and measured linewidths.

4.2'K
v(cm ')

Measured.(cm-1) Min Max

&(cm-~)
Measured

Min Max

20.3'K
y(cm ')

Calculated
Min Max

y(cm ')
Measured

Min Max

77.4'K
v(cm ')

Calculated
Min Max

37.8 ~1 ~1
70.0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

107.5 18.4 20.4

&1
~ ~ ~

19.2

&1
~ ~ ~

21.2

~1+0.16
~ ~ ~

19.5

~1+0.28
~ ~ ~

20.8

7.2 9.2
25.0 35.0
23.8 28.8

5.0 9.2
24.7 36.2
26.5 27.6

the widths are due to lifetime broadening. Because the
radiative lifetimes are far too long to give the observed
widths, it is further assumed that the lifetimes of the
states involved are shortened by interaction with the
crystal-lattice vibrations.

The usual ideas of lifetime v- and constant transition
probability per unit time w= 1/r are strictly valid only
for the case where linewidths are small compared to
center frequency. In this approximation the time de-
pendence of a decaying state is exponential, implying a
constant transition probability per unit time. This ex-
ponential dependence is usually just assumed, but
Messiah shows that it follows from the assumption of
narrow lines. "The exponential time dependence of a
decaying state implies a Lorentzian line shape and vice
versa. Although the lines considered here are broad
enough to deviate somewhat from the Lorentzian shape,
it is assumed that they are narrow enough so that the
usual ideas of lifetime and constant transition prob-
ability per unit time are valid.

Under consideration here is the 3 level system of I'ig.
7. The 37.8-cm ' line corresponds to a transition from
lu) to lb), while the 107.5-cm ' line corresponds to a
transition from lu) to lc). The 70-cm—'line corresponds
to a transition from lb) to lc). At 4.2'K there are very
few phonons in a crystal with energy as great as 37.8
cm '. Consequently, the measured lifetime-determined
widths of the 37.8- and 107.5-cm ' lines at 4.2'K must
be caused by spontaneous emission of phonons. The
37.8-cm ' line can be broadened by the spontaneous
emission of a phonon of energy 37.8 cm ' with the
simultaneous relaxation from electronic level lb) to
la). The 107.5-cm ' line can be broadened by the spon-
taneous emission of a phonon of energy 107.5-cm '
with the simultaneous relaxation from electronic level
lc) to lu), or it can be broadened by the spontaneous
emission of a phonon of energy 70 cm ' with simul-
taneous relaxation from electronic level lc) to lb). As
the temperature is raised, more phonons will exist with
higher energies and the processes mentioned above will
be enhanced by absorption and stimulated emission of
phonons.

It is assumed at erst that only such direct phonon
processes are important up to 77.4 K. A direct process
is one that connects two electronic levels with a single
phonon created or destroyed to conserve energy. Higher-
order processes, such as the two-phonon Raman process,
will become important at higher temperatures. %hen

the linewidths become larger than those predicted by
direct processes, then the higher-order processes may
be assumed to become important.

Let the linewidths of the 37.8-, 107.5-, and 70-cm—'
lines be denoted by y, q, y„, and yq„respectively. Also,
let Qb=37 8cm. ', 6..=107.5 cm ', and Abc=70 cm-'.
Then, considering only direct-process phonon relaxa-
tion among the levels la), lb), and lc) of Fig. 7, we
obtain

2
Vab=Eab +1 +Eac

(estab/br 1) (e4ob/br 1))

j.
+E" l, (4.2)

(e'bc/br 1)j

/' 1 ) 2
Tcc Ecbl I+Ecc +1

E(e~b/"r —1)i (e" /'r —1)

1
+Eb

((edbc/br 1)

(' =E.,
l

+1 l+E,l-
((e4b/br 1) P ((Pcc/br 1) )

+E"l +1 l, (4.4)
((abc/br 1)

where E p, E„,and Eq, are independent of temperature.
At 4.2'K, Eq. (4.2) gives y,b(4.2'K) =E,b, and Eq.

(4.3) gives y„(4.2'K) =E„+Eb,. But y,b(4.2'K) has
been measured to be ~1 cm-' so E ~ 1 cm—'. Also,
'„(4.2'K) has been measured to be 19.4&1 cm ',
so E.,+Eb, 19.4+1 cm—'. ——Equation (4.4) gives
y (7b7 4'K) =1.98E. ,b+1.16E.,+1.75Eb.. Using E,b

1cm ', we get abc(77 4'K) =2.18+1 16.E„+1. 75Eb, .
Since the coeS.cient of E„is less than that of Eq„and
since E„+Eb, 19.4 cm ', the maximum calculated
value for yb, (77.4'K) will be obtained if E,=O and
E~,=19.4 cm '. The minimum calculated value for
yb, (77.4'K) will be obtained if E„=19.4 cm—' and
Eb,=0. The values so calculated are abc(77 O'K).
=36.2 cm ' (max), 24.7 cm ' (min). Since these values
correspond to about the same range of uncertainty as
estimated from our data, the maximum and minimum
values of the other lines are calculated here by taking
E„=O) 19.4 cm ' and Eq,=19.4 cm ', 0. The large
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uncertainty in the measured value of yq, (77.4'K) is
due to the fact that the 3 lines are overlapping. Since
the coeKcient of E .is less than that of Eq, in the ex-
pression for each linewidth at each temperature meas-
ured, the calculated linewidths are all maximum or all
minimum at the same tiIQc.

Table I shows the results of calculation of the line-
widths from Eqs. (4.2), (4.3), and (4.4), together with
the measured values for comparison. It is seen that the
calculated values are consistent with the measured
values. Consequently, it appears that the linewidths of
this system at temperatures below 77.4'K are deter-
mined primarily by direct-process phonon broadening.

E. Discussion of Results

The chief results of this study of A1203'. Ti'+ are:
(1) The previously undetermined low-lying energy-level
diagram has been determined. (Although spin resonance
had predicted the approximate position of the 37.8-cm '
line, the direct measurement is more accurate. The
107.5-cm ' level not only was unknown previously, but
it has a surprisingly low value. This result mill be
discussed somewhat later. ) (2) The linewidths of this
system have been measured and explained. On the basis
of these lincwidths and the line shapes it has been
shown that the lifetimes of the levels involved are
severely limited by direct-process phonons. (A 1-cm '
linewidth corresponds to a lifetime r=1 /2 cay= 53

&10 " sec. Even at absolute zero temperature the
lifetimes will be severely limited by spontaneous emis-
sion of phonons. )

The positions of the 6rst two energy levels above the
ground state for A1203'. Ti'+ do not agree well with
crystal-6eld theory. These two levels would normally
be expected to be at ~ $ and v+a4$ above the ground
state, where $ is the spin-orbit parameter (normally

100 crn ') and v is the trigonal parameter. " The
Kask»3 and Feldman»~ spin-resonance groups mentioned
earlier both suggested that the spin-orbit splitting
might be reduced by covalency. McClure" has studied
the optical spectra of Ti'+, V'+, Cr'+, Mn'+, Co'+, and
Ni'+ in corundum and found values of the trigonal field-

splitting parameter e for all ions but Ti'+. For all the
other ions, e is between 720 and 1950 cm ', whereas the
results presented here indicate that v for Ti'+ is less
than the values for the other ions by perhaps an order
of magnitude. It is possible that a dynamical Jahn-
Teller CGect is at work here to reduce the trigonal and
spin-orbit parameters. 2' At any rate, something more
than ordinary crystal-6. eld theory is necessary to ex-

plain the A1203.'Ti'+ system.
Although McClure did not And a value for the

trigonal splitting parameter e from his optical da, ta,
hc did indicate that e shouM, be greater than 500 cm '.
He made this estimate from the temperature depend-

'0 R. M. Macfarlane (private comxnunication).
» V. S. Ham, Phys. Rev. DS, A1727 (1965).

ence of the polarization chara, cter of the absorption
band centered at 19 000 cm '. This band corresponds
to absorption from the components of the 'Tq level to
the excited 'E level (see Fig. 2). He determined the
integrated absorption coefficient over the band for both
m and 0- polarizations and found that the ratio of ~ to a
integrated absorption coeKcients remained nea, rly
constant at 3.2 from 77 K all the way up to 800'K.
Since absorption from the 'A» component of the 'T2
state to the excited 8 state is forbidden in m polariza-
tion (but not in a) by trigonal selection rules, he ex-
pected the ratio of m to o- to decrease when the tem-
perature was high enough to populate the 'A» level.
Since he observed no such CGect up to 800'K, he con-
cluded tha, t e must be greater than 500 cm '. However,
it has been shown herc by the direct far i.r. measure-
ment that the 'A» level lies only 107.5 cm ' above the
ground state. This value implies that v~100 cm '.
To reconcile this result with that of McClurc, it is pI'o-

posed that either: (1) although the absorption from
the 'A» level is allowed in a- polarization, its strength is
much less than tha, t of the absorption from the 'E com-
ponent of the 'T2 level; or (2) the selection rules for
pure electronic transitions diRer from the rules for the
vibronic transitions giving rise to the band.

The selection rules for the 37.8- and 107.5-cm ' lines
predict 0 polarization for both lines, in agreement with
what has been measured. The selection rules for the
70-cm ' line will allow both 0 and x. Since only 0 has
been measured, the intensity of the m transition must
be much weaker than that of the a-.

For direct phonon relaxation from the Kramers
doublet ~b) to the Kramers doublet ~a) in Fig. I, two
transition rates (Wi and Wq) are sufficient to describe
the relaxation. Since

I b) and. la) each have two states,
there are four possible transitions between jb) and.

~a). However, it can be shown. that, for Kramers
doublet, the two spin-Aip transitions have equal
transition rates and the two no spin-Aip transitions
have equal transition rates."Call the spin-Qip transi-
tron rate lV» and call the no spin-Rsp rate H/'2. Accord-
ing to Yen e3 al. ,"the Orbach coefficient A in. Eq. (4.1)
is given in terms of 8"» and 8'~ by

2 =4WiW2/(Wi+ Wg) . (4.5)

The total transition rate ONt of ~b) (at 4.2'K) is just
Wi+Wg. Thus, the width of level ~b) (at 4.2'K) is

yg(4.2'K) = (Wi+Wg)/2m. c. (4.6)

The measured linewidth of the 37.8-cm ' line at 4.2'K
( 1 cm ') is just yi, (4.2'K). Putting yq 1cm ' in——
(46) gives W+W —188)&10"sec ' Feldman Burn
ham, and Castle" have found the A in (4.5) to have the
value 2.5&10»0 sec '. Putting in these values for

P. 1. Scott, Ph.D. dissertation, University of California,
Berkeley, California, 1960 (unpublished).

'g%'. M. Yen, %. C. Scott, and P. I„Scott, Phys. Rev. 137,
51109 (1965).
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g z+g 2 and for A into (4.5), one obtains Wi=0.65
X10" sec ' and W2=18.15&(10" sec ' Thus, the no
spin-flip transition rate is about 28 times the spin-flip
transition rate. (Actually it has been assumed that the
spin-flip rate is slower than the no spin-flip rate; it is
reasonable to assume that the electric field of the
lattice vibrations is more likely to induce no spin-flip
transitions than spin-fhp transitions. ) This difference
in rates is quite reasonable. For example, Blume
et al. ,'4 have calculated the spin-flip transition from the
2A level to the E level in ruby to be 60 times slower
than the corresponding no spin-flip transition.

V. CONCLUSIONS

We have shown that far i.r. lines previously attri-
buted to Cr'+ pairs in concentrated ruby must be due
to some other impurity and not to Cr'+ pairs. Further-
more, we have shown that transitions between different
spin states of an exchange coupled pair of Cr'+ ions in
A1203 must be quite weak. This result indicates that
such transitions between different spin states of ex-
change-coupled pairs, in general, should be quite weak
when spin-orbit coupling is unimportant.

It has been shown that the lifetimes of the low-lying
levels of the AI203.'Ti'+ system are extremely short
because of the interaction with phonons of the same

energy as the far i.r. level spacings. To the authors'
knowledge, this study is the first to specifical]y deter-
mine the level widths and, hence, the lifetimes of far
i.r. levels of ions in crystals. The lifetimes of far i.r.
levels of ions in crystals normally would be expected to
be drastically shortened by phonons with far i.r.
energies, but more work. needs to be done to determine
the strength of the phonon interaction with other ions
in other crystals. A few general remarks as to the pos-
sibility of finding far i.r. levels of ions in crystals that
have little interaction with the phonons of the crystal
are made here. A similar discussion has been given by
Varsanyi. 25

An interesting comparison can be made between the
low-temperature lifetime of the level ~b) of the 37.8-
cm ' line of A1~03'.Ti'+ and the low-temperature life-
time of the 2A level in ruby (as calculated by Blume
et al.").In the Ti'+ case, the lifetime is determined by
the spontaneous emission of phonons of energy 37.8
cm ' with the simultaneous relaxation from ~b) to

~
a). In the ruby case, the lifetime is determined by the

spontaneous emission of phonons of energy 29 cm '
with the simultaneous relaxation from the 2A. level to
the E level. The low-temperature lifetime of the~b)
level in A1203. Ti'+ has been shown here to be 5)&10 "
sec, whereas Blume et ar. calculate the low-temperature

~ M. Blume, R. Orbach, A. Kiel, and S. Geschwind, Phys. Rev.
139, A314 (1965).

2' F. Varsanyi, in Physics of Quantgm L&'lectronics, edited by
P. L. Kelley, B.Lax, and P. E. Tannenwald (McGraw-Hill Book
Company, Inc. , New York, 1966).

lifetime of the 2A level in ruby to be ~3)&10 ' sec.
Thus, the

~
b) level of A1203.'Ti'+ has a low-temperature

lifetime about 60 times shorter than the corresponding
lifetime for the 2A level of ruby. In order to calculate
any coupling at all (via phonons) between the 2A and E
levels in ruby, Blume et al. were forced to admix some
of the higher 'Tg (cubic) level into the 2ci and E levels.
On the other hand, the

~
b) and

~
a) levels of Al&08.'Ti'+

can be connected by phonons (as far as selection rules
are concerned) without the admixing of higher levels.
Thus, it seems reasonable that the Ti'+ system ~b)
level has a shorter low-temperature lifetime than the
2A level of ruby.

There are two circumstances under which the effect
of direct-process phonons on the lifetimes of electronic
levels of ion in crystals could be small. First is the
circumstance in which there are few phonons available
with the correct energy to connect two electronic levels.
Second is the case in which the phonons of the correct
energy do not strongly couple the electronic levels.
Hence, if the maximum phonon energy in a crystal is
less than the spacing of the electronic levels under con-
sideration, then there will be no one-phonon (direct)
processes connecting these levels. Processes involving
two or more phonons must then be considered, but
these will in general be weaker. However, even if there
are many phonons in a crystal of the correct energy to
connect electronic levels, selection rules may prevent
such a coupling. It thus appears that a consideration of
symmetry is important in the determination of candi-
dates for ions in crystals with long-lived far i.r. levels.
Since strong selection rules often arise from highly
symmetrical situations, it would appear that cubic
crystals, in general, would be the most likely to give
little phonon interaction with far i.r. levels of ions.

Because of the fact that phonons do not directly
perturb electron spins, " there exists the possibility
that (with weak spin-orbit coupling) selection rules
could forbid phonon relaxation between far i.r. levels
while magnetic dipole electronic transitions could still
be allowed. In a cubic crystal, with inversion-site
symmetry, electric-dipole transitions are forbidden,
but magnetic dipole (2'&,) electronic transitions may be
allowed. Since there are no T~, vibrations of an
octahedron, no T~, phonon modes would be available
to connect two far i.r. levels. The only octahedral vibra-
tions that can connect two electronic levels of the type
considered here are the E, and T~, vibrations. "These
E, and T~, vibrations, however, cannot connect the
different spin components of an A~ level or an A2 level.
Consequently, magnetic dipole electronic transitions
between spin components of an Ai or A2 (cubic) level
may be allowed while phonon relaxation between these
components is forbidden. These components may be
separated (at far i.r. spacings) by exchange fields in
magnetic materials.

2' J. H. Van Vleck, Phys. Rev. 57, 426 (1940).
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Because phonons interact with electronic states via
electric Gelds, 26 there can be no Grst-order direct phonon
relaxation between the components of a Kramers
doublet, . If such Kramers doublets could be split with
tar i r .se. parations (either by external magnetic 6elds
or internal exchange fields) then magnetic dipole elec-
tronic transitions would be allowed but phonon transi-
tions could be weak,

Impurity-doped crystals have proven to be good laser
materials for wavelengths longer and. shorter than far

i.r. wavelengths. It is possible that doped, crystals can
be found to serve as laser materials for far i.r. wave-
lengths also. The investigation of such possibilities as
indicated. above and other special situations should
give intel estlng results.

ACKNOWLEDGMEÃTS

Ke are grateful to Dr. R. M. Macfarlane and Pro-
fessor P. I.. Scott for a number of helpful d.iscussions.

P H V S I C A L R E V I E 'tvV VOLUM E 156, N UM 8 ER 2 10 AP R IL 19'6V

Mode Interaction in a Zeeman Laser*

W. CVI,SHavr AND J. KANXEX, AU@

Lockheed Palo AAo Research Laboratory, Palo Alto, California

(Received 2 November 1966)

The interaction between modes of a short He-Xe laser using the J= i —+ 0 transition at 2.65 p is investi-
gated in an axial magnetic field. In zero 6eld an elliptically polarized output usually predominates, with
orientation and eccentricity changing with conditions and reflector characteristics. Neutral coupling occurs
here; consequently, the system is sensitive to perturbations, in agreement with the observed erratic behavior.
Small axial magnetic fields produce circular polarizations, quenching, and hysteresis effects between the
two Zeeman oscillations arising from the frequency splitting of a single axial mode. A strong interaction,
including sharp crossover regions in the intensities and quenching phenomena, is observed between two
axial modes oscillating on well-resolved oppositely circularly polarized Zeeman components. The phenomena
are studied as a function of cavity tuning, laser intensity, pressure, and magnetic 6eld. No hysteresis was
observed in the interaction between axial modes. The axial-mode intensities are equal for all positions of
cavity tuning when the Zeeman separation equals the axial-mode interval. For small deviations of magnetic
6eld from this value, however, crossover and quenching sects appear, and this allows a precise determina-
tion of the g value of the upper state. These effects are discussed on the basis of Lamb's theory and equations
deduced for the interaction. The Doppler parameter ICe is about 100 Mcjsec for xenon, which is comparable
with the natural linewidths, and requires a more exact discussion of the third-order atomic polarization
terms. The results derived show some qualitative agreement with observations, particularly on the axial-
mode interaction, which is discussed in detail.

L DtTRODUCTION

' 'N this paper we shall be concerned with the. eGects
l ~ of axial magnetic Gelds on a short He-Xe laser

operating on a 7=1—+ 0 transition at 2.65 y. Previous
work' on the He-xe, J=1~2 laser transition at
4.153 p, has shown that the polarization of an internal-

mirror, or planar-type, laser is linear in zero magnetic
field. Also, in near-zero axial magnetic Gelds, a rotation
of this linear polarization occurs up to a maximum of
~4'x, and is a result of a mutual lock.ing of the circularly

polarized oscillations due to the proximity of their fre-

quencies. With increasing magnetic Geld, both circularly

polarized oscillations occur simultaneously, and low-

frequency beats appear as a result of the frequency

splitting of the single axial mode involved.

The results obtained with an axial magnetic Geld on

the He-Xe laser are entirely diferent in most respects,

~ Supported by the Lockheed Independent Research Funds.
~ Vj'I Culshaw and J. Kannelaud, Phys. Rev. 136, A1209 (1964);

141, 228 (1966); j.41, 237 (1966).

The occurrence of low-frequency beats seems to be
much less pronounced and has not been observed so far.
In zero magnetic Geld, the polarization tends to be
circular or elliptical, and only in rare instances in a
linear polarization observed at low intensities, Rota-
tions of the elliptic polarization with cavity tuning and
magnetic Geld have been observed at times, but such
results are erratic and not reproducible. They are
highly dependent on the past history of the system,
such as reflector changes, intensity of oscillation and
direction of cavity tuning, and on the gas pressure.

The results obtained on the He-Ne transition in
near-zero magnetic Gelds substantiate the result
deduced by Beer and Graft' that in a J=1 —+ 2 transi-
tion the singular point representing simultaneous
oscillations on both circular polarizations is stable. This
result is derived for the laser tuned. to the line center,
and for perfectly isotropic reflectors. The presence of a
small anlsotropy ln the reQectors, and the near colncl-

' C. V. Beer and R. D. Graft, Phys. Rev. 140, A1088 (1965).


