
It must be determined. why the coupling of the rare-
earth ion to the energy sink is weak in the chloride

crystal; it must be decided whether this is caused by
the high symmetry of the crystal (resulting in fewer
lattice vibrations), the weak coupling of the ion to
the lattice vibrations, or other factors.
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New estimates of the lifetime of a positron in an electron gas are presented. The discussion is based on a
modihed ladder-type approximation to the electron-positron Green's function chosen so that the displaced-
charge sum rule is identically satis6ed. This constitutes a re6nement of the simple ladder sum used by
Kahana which leads to a large unphysical accumulation of charge about the positron. While this violation
of the displaced-charge sum rule is, to say the least, annoying, reasons are given vrhy it may not be very
serious if one is concerned only with the computation of annihilation rates. We 6nd, in fact, that the rates
obtained in the more consistent modified ladder scheme are not very diGerent from those quoted by Kahana
although they represent a distinct improvement.

I. INTRODUCTION

HEN a positron enters an electron gas, it faces
the hazard of annihilation against one of the

electrons with subsequent emission of two gamma rays.
In this paper we present new estimates of the lifetime
of a positron immersed in an interacting system of con-
duction electrons. The calculations are based on the
Bethe-Goldstone approach 6rst introduced by Kahana'
and a modification suggested by Bergersen. ' If one con-
siders the problem of a low-energy (nonrelativistic)
electron-positron pair annihilating in free space from. a
scattering state, one 6nds that the annihilation cross
section is completely determined by solving the
Schrodinger equation for the wave function of the pair
coupled through their Coulomb 6eld.' In fact, the annihi-
lation cross section depends only on the square of this
wave function at x,=xo where x.(x„) is the electron
(positron) coordinate a result which is eminently
sensible.

In the present work we are of course concerned with
annihilation in the medium of all the other metallic
electrons which do not participate directly in the anni-
hilation process but are nevertheless around and capable
of influencing this process in a profound way. Even in
this case, however, one may well attempt as a first ap-
proximation to remain within the framework of writing
down a Schrodinger-type equation for the annihilating

+ Research supported by the National Research Council.
& S. Kahana, Phys. Rev. 117, 123 (1960); 129, 1622 (1963).'B. Bergersen, Ph.D. thesis, Brandeis University, May 1964

(unpublished).
s P. R. Wallace, Advaa. Solid State Phys. 10 (1960).

pair, trying at the same time to incorporate within this
framework as Inuch of the presence of the other elec-
trons as is possible.

The 6rst modihcation that seems essential is to change
the bare Coulomb force to a more appropriate screened
Coulomb force. This accounts for the polarization of the
surrounding medium by the annihilating pair. Further,
it is important to recognize that in an electron gas the
Pauli exclusion principle plays an essential role. Because
of the existence of an electron sea, all the plane-wave
states below the Fermi surface are occupied and there-
fore cannot be employed in building up the electron
part of the effective-pair @rave function.

%hen these changes are made in the original Schro-
dinger equation it becomes a Bethe-Goldstone equation.
The solution of this latter equation using a suitable
CGective force yields rates in fair agreement with experi-
ment for a large number of metals. This is a striking
improvement over the Sommerfeld model which fails
completely to account even qualitatively for the ob-
served rates.

The failure of the Sommerfeld. model is easily under-
stood. H one goes back to quantum electrodynamics
and derives an expression for the total rate 2 for a many-
body system of low-energy electrons and a positron, one
6nds that 8 is proportional to the electrorIic density at
glse positron averaged over all positron positions. s This
result is general and includes interactions. But the
SommerMd model corresponds to ignoring all Coulomb
forces so that the electronic density at the positron
comes out to be the average density in the system. This

' R. A. Ferrell, Rev. Mod. Phys. 2S, 308 (1956).
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is clearly a gross underestimate of the rates. After all,
the conduction electrons are rather free and are coupled
to the positron through an attractive Coulomb Geld.
Under such conditions the positron should be quite
effective at pulling in the electrons in its vicinity, thereby
increasing the total annihilation rate. Thy positron
Coulomb field is then an essential feature of the problem
which must be taken into account in order to get
reasonable results.

Intuitively one would expect the electronic density at
the positron to depend most strongly on the short-range
correlations between the aninhilating pair. At short
distances the Coulomb force is large, and treating it in
Born approximation is not adequate. To get sensible
rates one must certainly include, in the sense of pertur-
bation theory, the multiple scattering of the annihilating
electron off the positron. But this is precisely what the
Bethe-Goldstone equation is designed to do.

The arguments presented so far are of course purely
heuristic and do not represent a demonstration that the
Bethe-Goldstone equation is a reasonable way of calcu-
lating rates in metals. To investigate the range of
validity of this equation, lt ls necessaly to turn to many-
body perturbation theory. As mentioned previously, E.
depends only on the electronic density at the positron
which is given by the limiting value of the electron-posi-
tron pair distribution function g,„(x,—x~) as x,—x„—&0.

This function is related trivially to a simple contraction
of the electron-positron Green s function for which it is
not dificult. to generate a perturbation expansion. One
can then show' that the sum of all the ladder graphs in
this expansion leads directly to the Bethe-Goldstone
equation. There remains of course an inhnite set of
Feynman diagrams unaccounted for, which represent
corrections to the Bethe-Goldstone theory.

It is clearly impossible to analyze in detail all these
remaining graphs, although Carbotte and Kahana'
were able to show that, up to second order in the Coulomb
potential, such corrections are small. This was taken as
an. indication that the ladder graphs represent the domi-
nant. contribution to E. It also justices, in some sense,
the rather simple-minded Bethe-Goldstone equation
approach, as an expedient way of estimating lifetimes.
Such a procedure, however, is to be treated with care
since in many ways its interpreta, tion is deceivingly
simple. Many importa, nt questions of principle cannot be
treated within this framework, in particular, self-energy
effects. What we are trying to say is that while the cor-
rections to the ladder approximation are numerically
small up to second Orde~ they are very important in
getting a complete physical picture and a proper ap-
preciation of the precise status of the ladder approxi-
ma, tion. ' We will not, discuss these points further here;
instead, we wish to bring up a rather disturbing feature
of this approximation which was first noticed by
Qergersen.

~ J. P. Carbotte and S. Kahana, Phys. Rev. 139, A213 (1965}.

In what follows it will again be important to keep in
mind that only the value of g.„(x.—x~) for x.—x~ ~0
enters in R. On the other hand, from a knowledge of the
electron-positron pair distribution function for all values
of the relative coordinate x,—x„, one can compute the
total displaced charge about the positron. To have a
consistent theory one must insist that this be exactly
one unit. Bergersen pointed out that in the ladder ap-
proximation, the total displaced charge can actually be
considerably greater than one. For sodium it is estima ted
to be more than 25/o greater. On this basis he argued
that Kahana's rates should be reduced by a correspond-
ing amount. We believe that this deduction is not
necessarily correct. In fact the reason why the ladder
approximation suggests itself at all as useful in calculat-
ing rates is precisely because this quantity depends only
on the value of the pair distributi. on function for x,—x„=0.For Gnite values of x,—x„itcannot be expected
to be as good; yet values of this function over a sig-
ni6cant distance must certainly enter in the displaced
charge calculation. In particular, Friedel oscillations
occur. Thus, it would seem more likely that serious
errors in g,~(x.—x„) for Rnite x.—x„are responsible for
most of the unphysical accumulation of charge about the
positron.

Ke are not suggesting here that Bergersen's criticism
is invalid and can be ignored. On the contrary, we
believe that it is important to Gnd an approximation
scheme in which the displaced charge is exactly 1,
although we do not think that this will change by large
amounts the rates computed in Refs. 1. Bergersen
actually indicated how this might be achieved simply
by including, besides the ladder graphs, another in6nite
set of diagrams starting in third order in the expansion
of the electron-positron Green's function. It is the aim
of this paper to make a careful estimate of lifetimes
within this more consistent scheme. Only a very crude
estimate was attempted in Ref. 2.

The need to rehne the ladder approximation is also
indicated on experimental grounds. New measurements
of the lifetim. e in aluminum by Weisberg' show that the
rate given in the second of Ref. 1 is considerably too
large. Calculations of core annihilation in sodium
by Carbotte~ and more recently by Carbotte and
Salvadori, ' also lead to the same conclusion, i.e., when
the core electron contribution to E. is added to the con-
duction contribution given by Kahana one again gets
too large a result as compared to Weisberg's. We might
make one more point. Recently it has been found by
Stewart and co-workers' that there is defoxite evidence
for a velocity-dependent annihilation rate in sodium,

6 J. H. Terrell, H. L. %'eisberg, and S.Berko, in Proceedings of
the Positron Annihilation Conference, Wayne State University,
1965 C',to be published).

J. P. Carbotte, in Proceedings of the Positron Annihilation
Conference, Wayne State University, 1965 (to be published).

J. P. Carbotte and A. Salvadori C',to be published).
9 J. J. Donaghy and A. T. Stewart, American Physical

Society meeting held in Philadelphia, 1964 (unpublished}.
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although that given in Ref. 1 seemed too weak. The
present calculation gives a stronger momentum
dependence.

In Sec. II the electron-positron pair distribution
function is defined and related to the Green's function.
The displaced cha.rge about the positron is then studied
in Born approximation a,nd compared with the results
of Langer and Vosko" for a heavy impurity. In Sec. III
the theory is extended to include the higher-order
ladders. Further, the set of Feynman graphs which in
our formalism corresponds to making Bergersen's so-
called v3 correction is specified. This equivalence is
demonstrated by proving explicitly that the specified
set indeed adds up with the ladder terms to give a
total displaced charge of exactly one unit. In Sec. IV,
an expression for the total annihilation rate R is derived
in this "modified ladder approximation. "The resulting
formula agrees with that of Ref. 2. Section V is con-
cerned mainly with the algebraic manipulations neces-
sary to reduce the expression for R to a form that can
be evaluated numerically. The numerical work is also
discussed briefly. Finally, in Sec. VI we draw conclu-
sions and compare our results with experiment.

II. DISPLACED CHARGE IN BORN
APPROXIMATION

The electron-positron pair distribution function is
de6ned as

g"( —.)= Q'( t)&( i)4'( .t)&( .~)) (2 1)

where ft(x.,t) is the second-quantized field operator in
the Heisenberg picture creating electrons while pt(x„,t)
creates positrons. The expectation value in (2.1) is to
be taken in the ground state of the E electron plus
positron system. " This function gives the electronic
density at the position x. given that there is a positron
at x~. The right-hand side of (2.1) is easily related to a
contraction of the electron-positron Green's function
G,„(xi,x2,.xi', x2'),

g,„(x,—x„)= (—i)2G,~(xg,x„t;x ri', x„t+), (2.2)

where by definition

Ge y(x 1qx2 j xi q x2 )
= (—i)22'Q (xi)y(x2)y~(x2')p~(xi') ) . (2.3)

The operator T in (2.3) is the Wick time-ordering oper-
ator, which orders the field operators in the expectation
value according to increasing time. Notice also that the
time dependence on the right-hand side in both (2.1)
and (2.2) is only apparent and drops out because of
translational invariance in time.

When interactions are neglected G,„(xi,x2,.xi', x2')
factors into the simple product of the free electron and

positron propagators which are denoted respectively
by G,'(xi, xi') and. G„'(x2,' x2') with

(
G,'(x; x')i 1

P ~ik (x—x')

G„'(x;x')i U 2

d(o (G,'(k, &o))x —.-&«&~
22r &G„'(k,ar) i

where V is the volume. The ground state of the system is
specified by taking'2

8(k-Pr) 8(Pr-k)
G.'(k; co) = +

k' (o —i0—+ k' co+i—0+
(2.5a)

8(k) 8(—k)
G„'(k; a&) = +, (2.5b)

k' co i0—+ —co+—iO+

g,„(x,—x,)= (1/U) n (2 6)

where e, is the average electronic density in the system
and the factor 1/U represents the positron density which
we will denote by e„.It is clear that even in the general
case g,„will be proportional to m„.

The higher-order terms in the perturbation expansion
for G,„(xi,x2, xi', x2') give the displaced charge about
the positron. In particular the contribution to g,„from
the first-order ladder graph of Fig. 1 is

g,„&'&(x,—x~) = (—i)'(—i) d'sd's'u(s s')G, '(x,f; s),

&&G~'(xp s')G, '(s x,t+)G„'(s', xP+). (2.7)

In (2.7), N(s; s ) is the dynamic effective potential in
the random-pha, se approximation defined by the sum
of the polarization bubbles. Introducing Fourier trans-
forms for the various quantities on the right-hand side
of (2.7) and carrying out the various integrations pos-

FIG. 1. The heavy solid lines represent free
electron propagators, @bile the double light
lines stand for positron propagators. The
interaction line is the screened dynamic
effective potential in the random-phase
approximation.

where 8(k—
p&) is a step function equal to 1 for k greater

than the Fermi momentum p~, and zero otherwise. The
positron theta function 8(—k) =0 for kWO and = 1 for
k =0. In this approximation g,~(x,—x~) reduces trivially
to

"J.S. Langer and S. H. Vosko, J. Phys. Chem. Solids 12, 196
(l9S9).

» The positron is assumed to be thermalized on annihilation. ~ A'=2m=1.



200 J. P. CARBOTTE 15$

sible, one obtains

g, &'&(x,—x„)=—P
V2 qp

leds
ri(q. v)[vis &xe—xp&]

(2rr) s

TAsLE f. Shifted electron density iin&'&(r)= —g,„&»(r)/n~ (in
units of pg') as a function of the distance r (in units of 1/py) away
from the impurity. The calculation is based on the first-order
ladder graph of Fig. 1 and was carried out for o,=0.2 where
n=r, /(1.9190). Results are presented both for the case of a
positron and a heavy impurity.

&&Q(q; v) G.'(p; e)G.'(p+q; e+v)

where the polarization part Q(q; v) is given by

z dM

Q(q; v) =—p G,'(k+q; o&)G,'(k; o&—v) . (2.9)
V & (2~)

» Eq. (2.8), u(q; v) is the space-time transform of the
dynamic potential and is related to the polarization
part Q(q; v) by u(q; v) =v(q)/(1+2v(q)Q(q; v)) with
v(q) being the Fourier transform of the Coulomb po-
tential. Making use of Eq. (2.5b), the e integration in
(2.8) can be done by contour integration. Thus

1 dv

g.„&'&(x,—x,)= —in,—P —N(q; v)Q(q; )t&(q)
V q 2x

g&iq (xe—xp) + . (2.10)
q' v i—0+—q'+ v —i0+

Integrating (2.10) with respect to the relative coordinate

O.I5

O.I25

0.IO

Displacement
r

0.1
0;4
0.7
1.0
1.3
1.6
1.9
2.2
2.5
2.8
3.1
34
3.7
40

4.6
4.9
5.2
5.5
5.8
6.1
6.4
6.7
7.0
7.3
7.6
7.9
8.2
8.5
8.8
9.1
9.4
9.7

10.0
10.3

Positron AN(') (r)

0.68380X10 '
0.51134X10 '
0.37286X10 '
0 26478X10 '
0 18313X10 '
0 12338X10 '
0.81068X10~
0.52106X10~
0.32948X10~
0.20700X10
0.13103X10~
0.84930X10 g

0.57054X10 '
0 39750X10 '
0.28346X10 '
0.20240X10 '
0.14124X10 g

0.94536X10 '
0 59630X10 4

0.35212X10 4

0.19727X10 '
0.11185X10 4

0 73546X10 '
0 61254X10 '
0 58304X10 5

0 54192X10 ~

0.44602X10 '
030022X10 '
0 13655X10 '

—0.68460X10 7

—0.10179X10 '
0 13798X10—e

—0.12306X10 '
—0.76902X10 '
—0 23418X10 6

Heavy-impurity EN('& (r)

0.13909
0.10328
0.73505X10 '
0.49726X10 '
0 31615X10 '
0-18533X10 '
0 96660X10~
0 41321X10~
0 10653X10~

—0 31698X10 3

—0.67027X iO 3

—0.49999X10 '
—0 15776X10 '

0 14567X10 '
0 31521X10 '
0 33916X10 '
0 25552X10 '
0.12189X10 '

—0.75616X10 '
—0 95991X10 4

0.12889X10 '
-0.11177X10-3
—0.63146X10 4

—0.60043X10 '
0 39885X10 4

0.62844X10 4

0.60796X10-4

0 39721X10 '
0.10148X10-4

—0 16931X10 4

—0 33457X10 4

—0 36177X10 4

—0 26730X10 4

—0.10259X10 4

+0 67833X10 '
fs.o 0,075
EO

2
K

—0.05
C
4

0.025

I.O

r IN UNITS 0F /pf

2.0 3.0

Fro. 2. Displaced electron density iran&'& (r) (in units of pP) about
an impurity as a function of the distance x(in units of 1/py) from
the impurity site. The calculation is based on the first-order ladder
graph and was carried out for an electron gas-density corre-
sponding to a=0.2 where o=r./(1.919m') .The dashed curve is
for the case of a heavy impurity while the solid curve is for a
positron.

x,—x~ in order to get the total displaced charge about
the positron amounts to projecting out the q=0
Fourier component on the right-hand side of (2.10).
This leads to a displaced charge of one unit. "

For arbitrary values of the electron-positron co-
ordinate x,—x„—=r, the expression (2.10) for g,„&'&(x)

can be reduced analytically to a double integral which
must be evaluated on a computer. The numerical work.
is discussed in the Appendix. The computations were
carried out only for +=0.2 which corresponds roughly
to sodium. The parameter &r=r,/(1.919s') where r.
has its usual meaning. It is the radius of a sphere in
atomic units which on the average contains one con-
duction electron. The results for g,v&'&(r) are shown in

'3 A factor of 2 must be introduced for spin degeneracy. This
result is independent of the use of the dynamic potential or static
limit in the electron-positron interaction line of Fig. 1.
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Fig. 2 for ripr in the range (0,3). For comparison, we
have also plotted in this 6gure the results for a heavy
impurity. The entire range (0,11) is covered. in Table I.

It is clear from the 6gure that the electron-positron
pair distribution function remains substantial over
fairly large distances. Notice that the Friedel oscil-
lations are less pronounced about the positron than
about the heavy impurity and set in only further out
from the impurity site. Also, the accumulated charge
at the impurity is only about half as much for the
positron as for the heavy charge, although it drops to
zero less rapidly as we move out from the positron. In
this sense, the positron does not have quite as strong an
inQuence on the surrounding electron gas as a heavy
impurity has, a result which might have been expected.

We turn now to a discussion. of the second- and higher-
order ladder graphs. These are known to make impor-
tant contributions to the electronic density at the
positron. ' ' Including only such graphs, however, in the
calculation of the pair distribution function g.„(r) leads
to a violation of the displaced charge sum rule. We will
show in the next section how this difficulty can be
resolved in a simple and unambiguous way.

Before leaving this section we would like to point out
that the theory developed so far would for the most part
apply equally well in the case of a heavy impurity center
rather than a positron. The only modification necessary
is to change the positron propagator G„(ki ~) given by
(2.5b) to an impurity propagator G; „(k;a&) given by

0(—k)
+

i0+ —s)+i0+—
(2.11)

Xe' i'(*' *' i — — + . (2.12)—v —i0+ e—i0+

The s integration in (2.12) is trivial since the principal
value integral drops out and we are left only with the
delta function part. Hence,

ge, imp (xe ximp)

=e;,—Q e'i'i*' *' &'u(q;0)Q(q;0). (2.13)
V

Passing from a summation over q to an integral in (2.13)
and introducing a factor of 2 for spin degeneracy, we
recover the result of I anger and Vosko for a heavy
impurity. Note that only the zero frequency component
of the effective potential appears in (2.13).This refiects
the fact that while the heavy impurity center can ab-

where we have taken the impurity mass as infinite.
Making this change in (2.10), it would be replaced in an
obvious notation by

j. ds
g, ; ~i'&(x,—x;,)=—ie, —P —u(q; z)Q(q; a)

Va 2m

sorb any amount of momentum, it cannot transfer
energy to the electron system.

2= l~n(r)ir=0, (3.1)

where ri(r) is defined by g,r(r) =e„e(r).The proportion-
ality constant) is equal to Xo,~no where 4 Rois the annihi-
lation rate in singlet positronium while eo is the elec-
tron density at the positron in this system. It was also
pointed out that to make a reliable estimate of the short-
range behavior of g,„(r) it is necessary to include in the
calculation at least all the ladder graphs in the complete
perturbation expansion for this function. These dia-
grams describe the repeated scatterings between the
annihilating electron and the positron.

It is not easy to sum this restricted subset of diagrams
if one insists on retaining the full dynamic effective
potential u(q; s) in each ladder step. To make the calcu-
lation tractable, we will ignore the frequency de-
pendence of u(q; s) and replace it by the static limit
u(q; 0), a procedure which was examined in some detail
and to a large extent justi6ed in Ref. 5. Once this is
done, the ladders lead directly to a Bethe-Goldstone
equation. While this computational scheme is intui-
tively very attractive as well as simple, it does not
represent a completely consistent approximation. It
leads to an overaccumulation of charge about the posi-
tron which is unacceptable. The reason why this arises
is simply that the 6rst-order ladder alone exhausts the
sum rule while including second- and higher-order
ladders just displaces more charge.

We would like to take the point of view here, however,
that this defect in the ladder approximation may not be
as serious as it appears since much of the unphysical
accumulation of charge about the positron is probably
due to large errors in g.„(r) for finite values of r rather
than for r —+ 0. This idea is certainly supported by the
work of Sec. II. In any case, it is still important to 6nd
a modi6cation of the ladder approximation which does
not suffer from this limitation.

, This can be achieved simply by including in the
calculation of g, i,(r) besides the ladder graphs, another
closely related in6nite set of I eynman diagrams starting
in third order. Before specifying these further, we would
like to recall that the ladder series is summed by the
integral equation,

Gey (xlex2e xi exs ) Ge (xie xi )Gy (x2e x2 )

i d'sd's—'u(s; s')G.'(xi, s)Gy'(xs, s')

XG.i,s(s,s'; xi', x2') . (3.2)

III. EXTENSION TO HIGHER-ORDER
LADDER GRAPHS

We mentioned previously that the calculation of the
annihilation rate E reduces to evaluating the electron-
positron pair distribution function g,~(r) in the limit
r-+0. In fact
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was iiltro uced d to account for spin degeneracy. In
( .7) g,„re( ) is of course the space Fourier rans or

u q; a&) =v(q)/(1+2v(q)Q(q; ie)). Hence, as q ~0

set of Fe man graphs which must be included
and hi her-order ladders so as to ensureo g

tht p c g
s ct o h es

the static limit of the eBective potentia in
approximation.

The zeroth-or er term inh d t 'n (3.2) and the 6rst iterate were
the sub'ect of Sec. II. Denote by G,„L' the second- and

i —
'

(3 2) with the added provisionhi her-order iterates of q
~. wi

that the static iimi o e1' t f the effective potential is to be
G L2. Closely related to the set ofused in calculating

for G. L' is the infinite set of I"ig. 3. Ii we eno e
e su

'
b G L we can writethe sum of these diagrams Uy, „w

G,„L in termS Of Ge» name y,L2

L2G„ze(, x ' x ') = (—1)i d4sd's'G, „z'(s,xg, s,x2Gey (&1p&2 j &1 p&2

Xu(s s')G, '(xi, s')G, '(s'; xi') . (3.3)

k is to demonstrate that when the graphsOur task now is o em
sented b (3.3) are included in the calculaation of

ll satisfied. To show this wesum rule is automa ica y sa
d 1 convince ourselves that G,~ ~,„ i

d' laced charge of zero. This can pn be roved as
follows.

L2~~G. L~ to the elec-Denote the contribution of G.„
tron-positron pair't pair distribution function by g,„&2& an
write

which shows that

g""'(q)—=g""(q)+ .."(q) o q

IV. TOTAL RATE IN THE MODIFIED
LADDER APPROXIMATION

n
' f this section is to derive an expression for
'b tion to the total annihilation rate R corn g

d ze() Th F

b 3.6) and (3.7). From Eq. (3.1) and the relationship
d the displaced electron density, webetween g, i, r an

get

R&'&=)~ g g,~&'&(q)

&GO—e'"'+G z'(q ce)
2m'

XL1-2Q(q; ).(»; )j, (4.1)

f e'"'+ was introduced in the second term
of (4.1) for convenience later on in the ca cu a i
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TsnLE III. Values of the total enhancement factor (in the TAnLE IV. Annihilation rates in units of Ro—12.0/r, o)&lpo

modified ladder approximation) o(p) as a function of momentum sec ' obtained from the momentum-dependent enhancement factor

p for various values of n. o (p) =o+bp'+cp'.

0.109
0.15
0.25

p =0.1
3.2040
4.8402

15.1791

p =0.3
3.2549
4.9321

15.6527

p =0.5
3.3653
5.1321

16.7084

p =0.7
3.5627
5.4934

18.7315

p =0.9
3.9541
6.2301

23.3660
0.109
0.15
0.25

3.1983 0.56537 0.41049
4.8303 0.97833 0.91520

15.1326 4.5793 6.8955

R in units
of E0

3.713
5.810

20.835

least in the static approximation,

"'"p~p U(p)
e"'(p) = mdnz 4ir . (5.9)

1 p m'+ps —p'

When this is done we get a composite result for e(p)
= I+e&"(p)+e&"(p), as tabulated in Table III. I'inally
the total annihilation rate in the modified ladder ap-
proximation is related to e(p) by

Eo psdp, (p)

This last integral could be done numerically. Instead we
preferred to follow Kahana and write e(p) in the form
u+bp'+cp'. The parameters u, b, c can be determined.
from the data of Table III and are given in Table IV.
The final p integration is now trivial. The total anni-
hilation rate E. as a function of electron gas density is
plotted in I ig. 4.

VI. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

%e have studied in some detail the displaced electron
density about a positron in the high-density limit which

is obtained when only the 6rst-order ladder graph i.s
included in the calculation. The displaced charge sum

rule is automatically satisled in this approximation.
This sum rule incorporates the consistency requirement
that the positron charge be neutralized by the shift of

exactly one unit of electronic charge.
It is found that the displaced electron density is not

as peaked about the positron as in the case of a heavy
charge impurity. Also the I"riedel oscillations are some-

what weaker and set in only at larger distances from
the impurity site. Thus, the positron does not have as
profound an inQuence on its surroundings as a heavy
impurity: a result which is not unexpected. More im-

portant to the present discussion is the fact that the
electron positron pair distribution function remains

signilcant over quite large distances. Thus, values of
this function away from the impurity center, as well

as close in, are important in a computation of the total
displaced charge.

%hen one accounts for the higher-order ladder graphs
(as is necessary to extend the theory to lower electron

gas densities), the displaced charge sum rule is no

longer satisfied. It is, in fact, violated quite severely and
hence the calculation is left open to serious criticism,
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even though the rates obtained in this way are in good
agreement with experiment. On the other hand, one is
somewhat reassured when it is realized that the ladder
approximation to g,„(x,—x~) is best for x.—x„-+0
which determines E while the displaced charge sum rule
is dependent on g,~(x,—x„) for all values of the relative
coordinate. Thus, Bergersen s criticism is, to our mind,
not as serious as he thought. In any case, it is possible
to 6x up the ladder approximation simply by including
in the calculation of g,~(x.—x„) the further inf'mite

subset of Feynman graphs in the expansion of the elec-
tron positron Green's function shown in Fig. 3. This
leads to a modified ladder approximation for which the
displaced charge is exactly one.

The main object of this paper was to make a compu-
tation of lifetimes for various electron gas densities, in
this more consistent framework. We might point out
that this involves rather lengthy calculations, although
it is still a very much easier task than computing the
displaced charge about the positron for the entire range
(0 to ~).Such a calculation would, of course, be inter-
esting from a theoretical viewpoint, but it seems to us
unjustided at present since this function is not measured
directly in lifetime experim. ents which depend only on

g,~(0).It seems to us, however, that a similar calculation
in the case of a heavy impurity is important. The usual

theory of the displaced charge about a fixed impurity
center, as given for instance in Ref. 10, is really a high-

density theory. The modi6ed ladder approximation
appears to be a convenient way of extending these
results to lower densities. It would certainly give
important corrections for values of r, found in real
metals. A paper on this subject will follow.

The total annihilation rate E as a function of electron

gas density obtained in this work is plotted in Fig. 4.
Our suspicion that the violation of the displaced charge
sum rule in the ladder approximation is not terribly
important for the calculation of E is more or less born

out, although there are important differences between
the results of the ladder and modi6ed ladder schemes.
The rate in aluminum in particular is substantially re-. .

duced over that quoted by cabana. In general, the agree-
ment with experiment is improved. In this regard the
following point is worth making.

As can be seen from Table IV the total enhancement

factor for a= 0.25 comes out to be about 2i which means

that the electron density at the positron is in this case
21 times larger than the average electronic density in
the system. Considering that to get R one must further

multiply this factor by Z' (the Sommerfeld rate) which

varies like 1jr,', it is remarkable that our curve tends

so well towards X~„as r, becomes large.

The theoretical curve does not pass through the ex-

perimental points of Weisberg which are also plotted in

Fig. 4. This is to be expected since lattice sects in the

conduction electron gas must certainly have an inQuence

on the rates. That such corrections can be important is

clear from the angular correlation experiments on
lithium and in particular beryllium" where distinct
anisotropies are observed in the two photon counting
rate. Further, some core annihilation must certainly
occur as can be seen from the results in sodium. Besides
the inverted parabola type distribution with cutoff at
the Fermi momentum p~ expected from the conduction
electrons, one Ands broad and rather long tails extending
well beyond p~ which to a large extent, must come from
core annihilation. Thus one should at least add on to
our electron gas results (which treat only the conduction
electrons) a core contribution.

It is interesting in this respect that the experimental
points generally fall above the theoretical curve of Fig.
4. This observation, however, should not be given too
much weight since metals with large cores are also those
where the Bloch states for the conduction electrons
deviate seriously from plane waves. Using a plane wave
theory for the conduction electrons is suspect in this
case. Lattice corrections to our electron gas theory may
well have the opposite effect to core annihilation, i.e.,
reducing the rates quoted here for the conduction elec-
trons. This question is as yet unsettled. One would think,
however, that the situation in sodium should be clear
cut. An electron gas theory is certainly respectable for
sodium. Also, there now exists a reasonably reliable
estimate of core annihilation' for this metal.

If one assigns all the discrepancy between theory and
experiment indicated in Fig. 4 to core annihilation, one
concludes that this contribution should be about 0.64
&(10' sec ' or about 3.3E.'. The calculations of Ref. 8
give 3.5E'. This agreement is certainly very good. We
need to point out, however, that if a comparison is made
with the more detailed information available from
angular-correlation data there still remains some disa-
greement with experiment. In particular, the experi-
ments seem to pick up less events in the "tails" than the
present theory predicts.

In conclusion, the "modi6ed ladder approximation"
gives better agreement with experiment than the theory
of Ref. 1, although the much simpler ladder approxi-
mation used there certainly picks up the dominant con-
tributions to E.Thus this simpler approximation should
be adequate in generalizing the present theory to include
lattice effects as was done in Ref. 14.The further rehne-
ments discussed here should represent only minor
corrections.
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switch can be eQected without any corrections being
necessary. Ke get

APPENDIX

In this Appendix we want to reduce and evaluate
numerically the electron-positron pair distribution func-
tion g,~&"(r) as given by Eq. (2.10).It is convenient to
6rst go to the limit of in6nite volume so that momentum
sums go into integrals. Introducing a factor of 2 for
spin degeneracy gives

sin(qr)
qdq 4m

2
hmcc&(r) =

(2pr)' p

4q2
Xcc(q; is)Q(q; ict) —,(A3)

qc+sp
2 Bv

are&'&(r) = —i d'q —N(q; v)
(2pr)' 2s

XQ(q; v)e'&'

where we have further restricted the ~ integration to the
interval (0,~). Finally, making the transformation

A1 q~qpr and s~aqpr leads to

where we have delved hn&'&(r)=—g. c'&(r)/I and used
the fact that Q(—q; —n) =Q(q; e), a property which is
easily verified from Eq. (2.9).Further, since the effective
potential u(q;e) and the polarization part Q(q;n)
depend only on the magnitude of the vector q, the angu-
lar part of the q integration in (A1) can be done easily
by choosing the s axis of integration along the direction
of r. This yields

Arc&'&(r) =pr'

with

"q'dq sin(qr)

dcp ccQ(q; cp)

(A4)
p q'+cpP q'XaQ(q; cp)

2
dec'&(r) = i-

(2n.)' p

4n. sin(qr)
q'dq

1 tt'cp'+ (q—2) ')
!Q(q; cp) = 2pr 1——(1—0.25 X jq'—cpsj)ln!—

2q (cp'+(q+2)')

f oo dg 2—N(q; a)Q(q; a) . (A2)
~ 2m q2—v—i0+

Next we change the a integration in (A2) from the real
to the imaginary axis. Since all the singularities of the
integrand in (A2) as a function of a complex variable s
are either in the second or fourth quadrants, " this

~6 For a detail discussion of the singularities of N(q;e) and Q(q;v)
see D. P. Dubois, Ann. Phys. (N. Y.}1, 174 (j.959}.

cp (2—q) / 2+q)
I+«n '!

The parameter cc=r,/(1.919m'). Integral (A4) was
evaluated numerically only for n= 0.2.The co integration
was done 6rst using Simpson's rule with a 12j.-point
mesh. This yields a function of q. This second integration
was then carried out using a 401-point mesh with I"ilon's
method.


