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The electric 6eld gradients in point-charge lattices and the electric 6eld in point-dipole lattices are given
by the same lattice sums (dipole sums). Expressions for the electric imld gradients in point-charge ionic
crystals and metals of arbitrary symmetry are presented. Rapidly converging expressions for the dipole
sums appearing in these expressions have been obtained in the preceding paper by the method of planewise
summation.

I. INTRODUCTION

S OME years ago one of the authors (F. W. de W.)
applied the method of planewise summation to the

evaluation of the lattice contribution to the electric
Geld gradients in point-charge ionic crystals and metals
with hexagonal and tetragonal symmetry. ' The lattice
sums appearing in the expressions for the field gradients
in point-charge lattices are exactly the same as those
appearing in the expression for the electric field in
point-dipole lattices. Since, in the preceding paper,
we have extended the method of planewise summation
of dipole sums to lattices of arbitrary symmetry, we
have at the same time obtained the necessary ex-
pressions for the Geld gradients in arbitrary point-charge
lattices. In this paper we will indicate how the results
of the preceding paper' can be used to evaluate the field
gradients in ionic and metallic point-charge lattices of
arbitrary symmetry.

At this point we mention one important difference
between the electric Geld in dipole lattices and the
electric Geld gradients in point-charge lattices; this
concerns the question of shape dependence. ' The lattice
sums occurring in both problems are the same con-
ditionally convergent sums (dipole sums), but whereas
the electric Geld in a dipole lattice, as a consequence
of the conditiona) convergence of the dipole sum, has a
value that depends on the shape of the crystal, the Geld
gradients in an ionic crystal or metallic point-charge
lattice are independent of the crystal shape, as a result
of the charge neutrality of the unit cell. Still, the shape
dependence of the dipole sum has some practical im-
portance for the evaluation of field gradients for the
following reason: In an actual calculation the lattice is
divided into sublattices each of which carries charges
of the same sign. As a result, the field gradients due to
each sublattice separately are shape-dependent and
these sublattice Geld gradients can only be added
together after they have been made to apply to the

same crystal shape. This is of importance here because
in the planewise summation method it may be ad-
vantageous to choose differently oriented sets of planes
(i.e., different x, y, s axes) for the different sublattices.
In such a case one has to add or subtract from the
calculated sublattice Geld gradients the proper "de-
polarization fields, "so that all results refer to the same
x, y, z system before they can be added to give the total
field gradients (cf. Ref. 2, Secs. I and VI).

We brieQy recall the standard definitions of Geld
gradients. The potential at a point r due to a charge
distribution of density p(r) is

p(r') d'r'

[r—r'f

The field-gradient tensor has the elements r)'V(r)/c)xc) v,

where a and v indicate x, y, z of the arbitrary coordinate
system in which r(x,y, s) is defined. It is evident that
the field-gradient tensor is symmetric, and it is therefore
completely specified by six quantities. Since one of these
quantities (the trace) is unobservable in nuclear reso-
nance experiments, it is customary to consider the
traceless tensor

V, „(r)=8 V(sr)/BED t Tsb„„+—„-O',V(r)/Bxs (2)

(5„,„ is the Kronecker symbol) which satis6es Laplace's
equation and which is determined by five quantities.
Henceforth we will use the name field-gradient tensor
for the traceless tensor V, ,, With respect to its principle
axes V„„ is completely specified by two quantities.
(The other three quantities specify the orientation of
the principal axes. ) Choosing the s' and x' directions
along the directions of maximum and minimum Geld
gradients, respectively, the customary choice for these
two quantities is

eq—=V. . .
*Based on work performed under the auspices of the U. S.
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3 These questions of shape dependence have been discussed in
ore detail in Refs. 2 and 1, respectively.

n= (V*"—V. s )/V"".

p is called the "asymmetry parameter. " To relate eq
and p to the quantities V„,„ tak.en with respect to an
arbitrary coordinate system x, y, z, one has to specify
the three Eulerian angles of x', y', z' with respect to
x~g, z.
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In Ref. 2 we have indicated how, in the method of
planewise summation, the choice of the x, y, s system
is determined by the choice of the set of planes over
which the planewise summation is carried out. For
complex lattices of arbitrary symmetry it may be
necessary to introduce a number of sublattices for
which the x, y, s axes are not the same. Furthermore,
none of these coordinate systems necessarily coincides
with the principle axis system x', y', s' of the field-
gradient tensor at a given reference point. The pro-
cedure to evaluate eq and q using the method of plane-
wise summation is then the following: First, evaluate
five independent field-gradient quantities V„,„&"(rp) at
the reference point ro for each of the sublattices i.
Second, if different x, y, s axes have been used for the
evaluation of the V, ,

„&'& for different sublattices, refer
all quantities to the same coordinate system by adding
or subtracting the appropriate "depolarization fields. "
Third, add the V...(')'s so obtained to give the total
field-gradient components in the reference point:
V...(ro) =2) V...io (ro). This completes the deter-
mination of the field-gradient tensor V„„(rs) with
respect to the common coordinate system x, y, s. The
fourth step consists of diagonalizing the matrix V„„.
The largest eigenvalue is by definition the quantity eq,
and q is obtained from the three eigenvalues by the
use of Eq. (4). The eigenvectors of the matrix V., „
give the directions of the principle axes x', y', s' of the
field-gradient tensor with respect to the x, y, s axes.

On the other hand, from experiments one directly
derives the quantities eqQ (Q is the quadrupole moment
of the nucleus under consideration) as well as rt and the
orientation of the principle axes system x', y', s' with
respect to the crystal axes. ' Discrepancies between the
measured and the calculated quantities eq, p, and the
x'y's' directions, may result from a number of causes
such as neglect of covalency, failure of the point-charge
model on other grounds, etc. In some circumstances it
may be more useful to evaluate eg and g from the com-
puted V... by a transformation from the x, y, s co-
ordinate system to the experimeetal1y determined x',
y', 2' coordinate system. This avoids the diagonalization
procedure of the matrix V„,„,but it requires a coordinate
transformation. As an example we express the quantity
e)7= U. .. (0) in terms of the dipole sums S(K,p„) with
respect to that coordinate system that is most con-

s'q, ,= sinn sinpxq, ;—cosn sinpyi„;+ cospsi„;.

Substitution of (6) into (5) leads to:
(6)

eI7= V, „.(0)=P; s,{ co—s2n sin PS;, ,;,,;,(x,P )
+ (cos p —Sill p cos n)S)'), )'s, )I(s)p~)
—sin2n sin'PS;, ,;,,;,(x,p„)

—cosn sin2pS;, ;, ;,(, y,p,)}, (7)

where we used the relation S(x,p,)+S(y,p„)
+S(s,p,)=0, which is equivalent to Laplace's equation
Lcf. Ref. 2, Eq. (64)]. Hence, if the Eulerian angles n,
y, P are known, eg can immediately be found from the
values of the sums appearing in Eq. (7).

II. THE FIELD GRADIENT IN
IONIC LATTICES

In this and the following section we adopt the
notation of Ref. 2, Sec. III.We consider an ionic crystal
made up of a number of sublattices j, containing the
point charges' e;. The charge neutrality of the unit
cell is expressed by P; s;=0. If we choose the origin 0
at the point at which we want to evaluate the field
gradient, then the charge density in the lattice is
(omitting the point charge at 0):

where it is understood that for j=0 (i.e., ji——js——js——0)
the term ) ~

——X2 ——X3——0 is excluded from the
summation.

Since the charge density is zero at the origin and
hence the trace vanishes, we have from (2): V„,„(0)
=O'V(0)/BK' Furthe. rmore, the differentiations may
be carried out under the integral sign in (1).This gives

3K

V„,„(0)= p(r) —d'r,
&5

(10)

venient for carrying out the planewise summations. For
an ionic crystal we have Lcf. Sec. II, Eq. (11)]

eq=V.. . (0)=Q;;Q {3s', r,; '—r, ,—'}. (5)

Let n, y, P be the Eulerian angles of the principle axis
system x', y', s' with respect to the system x, y, s used
in calculating the lattice sums (cf. Fig. 1), then

FIG. 1. Eulerian an-
gles relating the x', y', z'
axes to the x, y, z axes.

Substitution of Eq. (8) into Eqs. (9) and (10) gives:

V...(0)=g; s;Pi{3K&)'ri„; ' ri„; '}-
=p; e,S;.,..;,(K,p„),

Y
Lcf. Ref. 2, Eqs. (34)—(36)'], and

V„„(0)=P, s; Pg 3K';pi, ,ri, ,-'
= g) e)S))), )'3(K)pv) ), , (12)

' G. M. Volko6, Can. J. Phys. Bl, 820 (1953).
'Some of the e s may have the same value, but belong to

different sublattices for convenience of the summation procedure.




