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Application of the Reference-Spectrum Method to the Nuclear Surface*f
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The reference-spectrum method for infinite nuclear matter is generalized in a simple way so as to apply to
the surface region of a large nucleus. This permits one to calculate the reaction matrix for particles interacting
in the surface region, and the total energy of the nucleus can therefore be found to erst order in the Brueck-
ner-Goldstone expansion. Two equivalent formulas for the nuclear surface energy, both valid to erst order in
the Brueckner-Goldstone expansion, are derived and discussed. These results are then used to calculate the
surface energy of a large nuclear slab. The single-particle wave functions are calculated in a Woods-Saxon
potential which is chosen to reproduce the empirical surface thickness; and the two-body interaction, which
acts only in S states, is assumed to consist of an exponential attraction outside a hard core. The calculation
gives the reasonable value of 20.6 A'f' MeV for the surface term in the semiempirical mass formula. The chief
defect of this trial calculation is the lack of self-consistency in the one-particle wave functions. A self-con-
sistent calculation would give a more reliable estimate for the surface energy and would also predict the sur-
face thickness theoretically. A brief discussion is given of how the methods of this paper could be used to at-
tack the self-consistency problem.

nuclear mat ter theory" to the case of 6nite nuclei, and
calculations have been made on several doubly-magic
nuclei. " These calculations are certainly the most
ambitious and realistic which have been made, but the
binding energies and nuclear radii obtained are some-
what too.small, especially for the lighter nuclei. Since
the theory is specifically designed to be correct for
infinite nuclear matter, it seems likely that the surface
region is causing the trouble, and further study of the
nuclear surface appears to be worthwhile.

Brueckner's theory is based on the Brueckner-Gold-
stone perturbation series, " and the basic quantity in
this expansion is the reaction matrix, or G matrix. The
development of the reference spectrum method by
Bethe, Brandow, and Petschek (BBP)ts has provided a
new and much simpler method of calculating the nuclear
matter 6 matrix than was previously available. It is
therefore worthwhile to see if this method can be applied
to the nuclear surface, and the present work makes a
start in this direction. We first generalize the reference-
spectrum method in a simple way so that it may be used
in the surface region. It is found that the G matrix may
be easily calculated, once the two-body wave function
is obtained. The wave equation for this function is
derived, and two methods for its solution are discussed.
It is also necessary to obtain, within the framework of
the Brueckner-Goldstone theory, a formula for the sur-
face energy, and two such formulas are derived. The
method is 6nally used for a numerical trial calculation
of the nuclear surface energy.

I. INTRODUCTION

A NUMBER of theoretical investigations of the
nuclear surface have been carried out in the past.

The phenomenological treatments are typified by the
"semiempirical statistical method" developed by
Wilets, ' which allows one to derive relations among
various experimental quantities without becoming in-
volved in the full complexity of the many-body problem.
Similar methods have been applied by Skyrme, ' by
Bodmer, ' and by Hale and Present. 4 Swiatecki' has con-
sidered a plane nuclear surface by means of perturbation
theory, and Rotenberg' has obtained a reasonable sur-
face thickness in his Hartree-I'ock treatment of a finite
nucleus. Both of these authors used nonsingular two-

body interactions, however. Blanchard and Seyler, ~ in
their semiclassical nuclear model, have included the
short-range repulsion, which is known to exist between
two nucleons, by means of a velocity-dependent force.
Their model of hnite nuclei has reasonable surface
properties. The Green's function approach has been
sucessfully applied by Reynolds, ' using a separable
potential with a "hard shell" repulsion. Brueckner,
Gammel, and Weitzner' have extended Brueckner's
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G= w
—v(Q/e)G. (2.1)

Here, e is the two-body potential, Q is the Pauli operator
vrhich prohibits scattering into occupied states, and e is
an operator whose coordinate space representation is

e(ri, r2) =h(ri)+h(r~) —B', (2.2)

where B is the starting energy. "The 6rst-order ap-
proximation to the ground-state energy is

E=g„(e~T~n)+-,'P „(me~G[me —em), (2.3)

where T is the kinetic energy. Of course, if this is to be
a good approximation, the g„'s and e„'s must be chosen
self-consistently. We assume for the raoment that this
dificult task has somehow been accomplished and turn
our attention to the problem of calculating matrix
elements of G.

For the interaction of two particles in states p
and p„, the unperturbed two-particle wave function
C „(ri,r2) is just the product of p (ri) and p„(r2), and
we define the exact two-body wave function 0', „(ri,r&) by

GC„„(r,,r~)=v@ „(r„r..). (2.4)

When r—=
~
ri —r2~ becomes large, + „must approach

C „, and if e contains a hard core, + „must vanish
whenever r&c, where c is the core radius. Combining
(2.1) and (2.4) leads to

e„„=C.„—(1/e)Q~e„,„, (2.5)

which is a difficult equation to solve because of the
presence of the rather complicated operator Q/e.

The basic idea of the reference-spectrum method is to
approximate Q/e by a simpler operator. Then (2.5) can
be easily solved, and the small error caused by the
approximation can be calculated by a perturbation
method. "For the problem of nuclear matter, BBPhave
shown that, for the purpose of operating on states with
momenta in the "important range" between 3 and 5
inverse fermis (F '), h can be well approximated by

'4 The proper choice of B is discussed in detail in BBP. For our
purposes, it will always be correct to set II= e +e, where m and
n label the initial states of the two interacting particles.

"This correction is considered in BBP but will be neglected
here.

II. GENERALIZATION OF THE REFERENCE
SPECTRUM METHOD

To apply the Brueckner-Goldstone theory, " one
starts with a single-particle Hamiltonian h which has a
complete orthonormal set of eigenfunctions P„(r) with
eigenvalues e„, i.e. h(r)g„(r)=e„g„(r). If the nucleus
under consideration contains A particles, the unper-
turbed many-body ground state is formed by putting
particles into the A one-particle states of lowest energy
to form a Slater determinant. These normally occupied
states make up what is called the Fermi sea, while one-
particle states of higher energy are called intermediate
states. One must then compute matrix elements of the
two-body operator 6, which is dined by

& Zmn =&'+mn ) (2.7)

where we have de6ned Z n=C —4 „. In in6nite
nuclear matter the one-particle wave functions are 3ust
plane waves, e.g. , @~(ri)=fl '"e'"'" where 0 is the
normalization volume. So, by putting (2.6) into (2.2) to
find e~, and changing to relative and center-of-mass
coordinates via the equations

1'= 1'y —1'2 k=-,'(k —k„),
R=-', (ri+ rg), K=k„+k„,

we find that (2.2) becomes

(2.8)

(2.9)

[V,'—y'lt ..(r) = —m'~..(r), (2.1O)

which is the reference wave equation of BBP and is
easily solved by standard methods. In this equation,
y2 is given by

y' = -'K'+ m*(2A g
—B), (2.11)

and the center-of-mass motion has been eliminated by
erriting

4'rnn(r)

C„„=Q—'exp(iK R) y„„(r)

.Z-. .f-(r).
(2.12)

where p»~(r) =e'"', and f~„—Pm~ lgg~n.

These ideas can now be applied to a nucleus with a
surface. The only difference is that the one-particle
Hamiltonian h will change as we pass through the sur-
face region, and our reference approximation h." for this
operator must vary in a corresponding way.

I.et us consider a large nuclear slab of thickness L, and

'6 ale use units in which 42M =T, where M is the nucleon
mass. Energy is then measured in inverse square fermis, and this
can be converted into MeV by using the relation 1 FR=41.467
MeV.

the "reference Hamiltonian" h~, given by

I '= —(1/2m*) V'+A, . (2 6)

In this equation, m* is the dimensionless effective
mass, "which BBP estimate to be about 0.9, and A2 is a
constant which seems from the work of BBP to be very
close to zero. It is not a good approximation to replace
h by h~ when operating a state whose momentum is
outside the range 3 F ' to 5 F ', but the Fourier corn-
ponents of the function Qv+ „,to which the operator e '
is applied in (2.5), are small outside this momentum
range. It is thus quite accurate in (2.5) to replace e by
e~, where e~ is defined by (2.2) with h replaced by h~.
Having set e equal to e" in (2.5), we may replace Q by
unity without causing serious error because 1/e applied
to states in the Fermi sea gives a rather small result.
These approximations are discussed quantitatively in
BBP, where it is estimated that they cause an error of
about S%%u~ in the potential energy per particle of nuclear
matter.

When Q/e is replaced by 1/e~, (2.5) becomes



8 i596 B. D.

area 8,. We will eventually allow 8 and L to become
infinite in such a way that Lg '~' goes to zero; thus the
surface area becomes equa, l to 2Q, in the limit. We take
the x axis normal to the surface of area 0', and let the
nucleus extend from x=0 to x= —L. We essentially
have translational invariance in directions perpendicular
to the x axis, and the one-particle wave functions are
therefore of the form

f(x)V2

2m~

1 df8——+22m(x),
2ns~ dx Bx

(2.14)

where f(x) approaches 1 inside the nucleus and m* out-
side, and rv(x) goes from a value of 1 inside to zero
outside. The term involving (df/dx), which is necessary
in order that the operator be Hermitian, is nonzero

only in the surface region.
The behavior of f(x) and w(x) must be adjusted in the

surface region to make the effect of (2.14) on the im-

portant intermediate states very nearly the same as the
effect of k on these states. Assuming that this can be
done, we use (2.14) for h" and substitute into (2.7) to
obtain the approximate equation

df(xr) 8 df(x2) ej

'7r'+ ~2'+ — +
28$ dxy Bxy Zxy BS2

y~(r) =2' 'Ã~ ' '6 ' ' exp(ik„r r,)N„(x) (2.13)

where, for occupied states, u„(x) decays exponentially
outside the nucleus and becomes a sine wave of unit
amplitude inside. 3 „is a normalization constant which
is approximately equal to L, and the subscript "J " is
used to indicate that part of any vector which is normal
to the x axis.

Far inside the nucleus, conditions are the same as in
nuclear matter, and h~ must be given by (2.6). Far
outside, we just have empty space, and h~ must reduce
to —~~V', the correct result for free particles. In either
of the two surface regions, near @=0 or x= —L, h~ must
vary smoothly from its nuclear matter value to its free-

space value. The simplest operator which has this

property is

The question of whether the self-consistent h can be
well represented by (2.14) in the surface region remains
open, To investigate this point, it is necessary to decide
upon a self-consistency condition for the one-particle
potential V, i.e., to decide which higher order diagrams
in perturbation theory are to be cancelled. by proper
choice of this potential. '~'8 This will lead to a prescrip-
tion for calculating U in terms of matrix elements of G.
Hence U can be estimated, and one can see if f(x) and
w(x) can be chosen in such a way that (2.14) is a good
approximation to h= T+ U. The methods of this paper
could be used for this purpose, but this has not yet
been done.

Setting the Pauli operator Q equal to unity should be
an even better approximation in the surface region than
in nuclear matter. When the particle density becomes
low, Q prohibits fewer and fewer intermediate states and
has a correspondingly smaller effect on the correct wave
function 0

In order to calculate the wave functions of occupied
states, we can try to represent h by an expression of the
same form as (2.14) but with different values of m~ and
A2 and different functions f and w. The effective mass
should probably be about 0.6,"and A 2 must be negative
and of the order of 100 MeV in magnitude. These
changes are necessary because we want to approximate
the effect of the self-consistent h on normally occupied
states, while our previous discussion was concerned with
highly excited intermediate states with momenta be-
tween 3 F ' and. 5 F '. To see whether or not the eBeet
of h on occupied states can be approximated in this way
one must carry out an investigation similar to that out-
lined above for intermediate states.

III. TRIAL CALCULATION

A. Simplifying Assumptions

We have carried out a trial calculation along the lines
suggested above. For simplicity, the following rather
drastic assumptions were made.

First, the one-particle potential U(x) for occupied
states was taken to be a local Woods-Saxon. well, dehned
by saying that

+32/m(xr)+rv(xg)] —H Z„,„(r„r)2

= v%' „(r&,r~) . (2.15)

By solving (2.15) one can obtain an approximation for
+ „and hence for the G matrix. The dependence of
(2.15) on R, is trivial, but the dependence on X, the
x component of R, is not. Thus, we are faced with a
differential equation in which the variables r and I are
thoroughly "mixed together. " There is no standard
method for solving such an equation, and each case
must be treated individually by suitable approximation
methods.

U(x) =—Uo(1+e*') ', when x& —-',I. (3.1)

and that U(x) is symmetric about the point x= —-2L.
The constant Uo is determined by requiring that
the energy per particle of nuclear matter, given by
0.3k'' —~UO, be —15 MeV. Taking kg ——1.5 F ' then
leads to a value for Uo of 2.07 F '. The length c was set
equal to 0.8 F, and the calculated particle density was
then found to have a reasonable "90—10 distance" of

"The self-consistency condition for nuclear matter is discussed
by BBP and by R. Rajaraman, Phys. Rev. 129, 265 (1963).' A very careful and detailed investigation of this question for
finite nuclei has been made by B.H. Brandow in his Ph.D. thesis,
Cornell University, 1964 (unpublished). See also Brandow's note
in Phys. Letters 4, 8 (1963).
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2.48 F. This potential is unrealistic because it has no
velocity dependence, and a better calculation could be
made by using a one-particle Hamiltonian of the form
given by expression (2.14). The reference Hamiltonian
for intermediate states is chosen to be simply

kg ———(2m*) 'V', (3.2)

B. One-Particle Wave Functions

The one-particle wave functions have the form of
expression (2.13), and by requiring that this be an
eigenfunction of ——,'V' —Up(1+e*' ) ', we find that the
Schrodinger equation for u„(x) is, for x) ——,'1.,

d'I
+[i„,' 2Up(1+e *'—) 'ju (x)=0.

dx
(3.4)

Ke need only consider the region x& ——,'L in detail
because, once the wave functions in this region are
known, those in the region x& ——,'L can be found from
symmetry considerations. The energy eigenvalue is
given by

p„=-,'k„'—Up, (3.5)

where k„ is the vector whose x component is k„, and
whose perpendicular component is k„,. The wave func-
tion u„(x) is normalized such that

u„(x)-—sin(k. ,x+n), (3.6)

'~ S. A. Moszkowski and B. L. Scott, Ann. Phys. (N. V.) 11,
65 (j.wo).

with m~=0.9. This is obtained from (2.14) by setting
A p equal to zero (in accord with BBP) and f(x) equal to
unity. This choice gives the correct result inside the
nucleus but fails to reduce to the free-particle Hamil-
tonian outside. We can hope the resulting error will not
be too serious since the two values of h~ diBer by
only 10%.

The two-body potential is assumed to be that con-
sidered previously by'Moszkowski and Scott" and con-
sists of an exponential attraction outside an infinitely
repulsive core. The potential acts only in 5 states, for
which it is given by

e(r) =+~, r&c,
= —vp exp( —p(r —c)), r) c, (3.3)

where ep=6.2737 F =260 MeV p=2.08306 F and
c=0.4 F.

On the basis of these assumptions, we have calculated
the one-particle wave functions and the diagonal
G-matrix elements which appear in the first-order ex-

pression for the ground state energy. By comparing the
energy of our nuclear slab, which has a surface, to that
of infinite nuclear matter, we have obtained an estimate
for the nuclear surface energy. Our next task is to derive
the formulas which are needed to carry out these
calculations.

when x is in the interior of the nucleus, where n is a
phase factor which depends on k„.This phase factor is
determined by integrating Eq. (3.4) from far outside
the nucleus, where the exponentially decreasing solu-
tion must be taken, in towards the interior, and com-
paring the resulting function with the asymptotic
form (3.6).

If one starts far to the right of the nucleus and inte-
grates towards the interior in this way, the resulting
wave function must join smoothly, at x= ——,'L, with the
function obtained by starting far to the left of x= —L
and integrating inwards. This condition determines the
allowed values of k„and one easily finds that these
allowed values are determined by the equation

,'k,I —.n(k,—) = piro+; n=1, 2, 3, (3 &)

g „(r) = P i~[4+(2L+1) 1'~'r ' pipe(r) Yips(r", x),
LM'

~fr,~(r) (3.8).pm~(r)

where Yl pr(r",x) is a spherical harmonic of r taken in a
system whose polar axis is in the x direction. Taking the
polar axis in the x direction, rather than in the direction
of the relative momentum vector, will later prove con-
venient when the presence of the nuclear surface is taken
into account. Since p „(r)=exp(ik. r), we find that

(I. )1!II
)
)!—

/LATE(r) = Pr, pr(k x)rj I,(kr), (3.9)
(I.+ fM[)!

where ki has been taken to point in the direction whose
azimuthal angle q is zero

In terms of partial waves, we easily find for the
nuclear matter G matrix,

(met! G
~
mn) = Q ' P 4'�(2L+ 1)

X yI pi (r)v(r)ul pi (r)dr. (3.10)

This result cannot be used in i:ts present form for a
potential with a hard core, but BBPhave shown how to
derive a useful expression for the radial integral. Ke
shall later have to evaluate a radial integral which differs
from (3.10) in that ul. pr(r) corresponds to k, , y', while

gr, ~(r) is the free wave function for a different pair of
parameters, say k, co'. Rajaraman, "using the methods
of BBP,has shown that this more general radial integral

C. Calculation of the G Matrix

Since GC „=e%' „, the matrix element (me
~
G

~
me) is

just the integral of 4 „*v% „.In the case of nuclear
matter, we introduce partial waves by writing



B 1598 B. D. DAY

is given by

QLM(k r)v(r)uL3f(ko "r r)dr =
+2+k2 c

m*

1 dpzu(k, r) dHL~(k, r)
ELM(k, r)4 LM(ko, v,r)«+ &Lzcz(ko, c)

m* dr dr

where HL, ~ is defined by

+ $$Lzf(k, r) HLzz—(k, r))nuLM(ko, y, r)dr, (3.11)

HL~(k, r) =yzir(k, c)hL&'&(iver)/hL&'~(inc) . (3.12)

By setting k=ko in (3.11),one obtains the BBPformula for the radial integral of (3.10).
For the problem of the nuclear slab, we have seen that the dependence of the two-particle wave functions on Ri

is trivial, while their dependence on X and r is not. This fact motivates us to write

+„„(ri,r2) P„„(r,X)-

C,„„(ri,r2) = Lexp(iKz Rz)$ g „(r,X)er»2Ã»2.Z„„(ri)rg).

Since I „is the product of two functions of the form (2.13), we have

y„„(r,X)=u (X+-',x)u,.(X——',x) exp(ik, ri),

(3.13)

(3.14)

where x is the x-component of r. The partial wave amplitudes now depend on X as well as on r, and we write

.P„„(r.,x)- uzi�(r,X)

y„„(r,X) = p i™[4m-(21.+1')g'"r 'yL~(r, X-) I'Lzr(r, x),
LM

-f' „(r,X). - f'Lid(r, X).

(3.15)

@Lzd (r,X)= u,„(X+w)u„(X—w)

where the factor i~ is inserted in order to make the
radial functions real. By using (3.14) and (3.15), and
taking k, to point in the direction whose azimuth angle
is zero, we obtain the formula

can be accomplished by manipulating the equations
satisfied by @L~(r,X) and uLiz(r, X), and we therefore
turn to a derivation of these equations.

The reference equation for the nuclear slab is easily
written down by starting from the formula e~Z „=e+ „
and using Eqs. (2.2) and (3.2) to find the explicit form
of e~. After eliminating the dependence on R, and intro-
ducing partial waves, one finds

XJ~(k,(r' —4w')'+)PLiz(2w/r)dw, (3.16)

where J~ is a Bessel function, and I'L,~ is an associated
Legendre polynomial.

The G matrix is easily found to be
where

f2

8—yo'+- l Lm(r, X)
4 BX2

m*vuziz(r, X), (3.19)—
(rlu ~Ga me) = (4/OllV Ai'„) g „(X)dX, (3.17)

y(P = —m*H+E, '/4. (3.20)

where

g„„(X)= y „*(r,X)vg „(r,X)d'r= P 4ir(21+1)

X QL~(r, X)v(r)uLM(r, X)dr. (3.18)

In order to use (3.18) for a potential with a hard core,
we must derive a formula analogous to Rajaraman's
result for nuclear matter which is given by (3.11).This

O' 1.(L,+1) 8
+-,'(k .'+k„.')+—

4 BX2r2
yLiz(r, X)

= ILiz(r, X), (3.21)

Since g„(r) satisfies a simple one-body Schrodinger
equation, and C „(ri,r2) is just the product of p (ri)
and P„(r2), it is easy to find the differential equation
obeyed by C „.Then, after eliminating R, and going to
partial waves, one finds without difficulty that &Lzr(r, X)
satisfies
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where into (3.19) gives, for S waves,

ILM(r, X)= 2Up I (X+w)N„(X w)—F(w,X) 82
—y'(X) x(r,X)= —m~v

Br

and

XJM(k, (r' —4w')'")PLM(2w/r)dw, (3.22)
1 Bx 1 a'x

(I u„)——,(3.27)
2uN BXdX 4 OX2

F(w,X)=(1+expL(X+w)/uj) '

+(1+expt (X w)/gj) —7, (3 23) where we have defined

Ke can now obtain a useful expression for the radial
integral of (3.18). By multiplying (3.19) by ELM(r, X)
and (3.21) by t'LM(r, X), subtracting, and integrating
from r=0 to r=c+, we find a usable formula for the
integral over the region of the hard core, and the final
result is

QLM(f X)vQLM(r X)dr

yp'+-,'(k .'+k, ')
(ELM)'«

C

+~ $LMILMdr+'i' ELM(&)NLM (&+)

+ QLMPNLMdr, (3.24)

d'i p

f-p=Pm*u(y p
—t p), —

dr2
(3.25)

and this equation can easily be solved numerically.
The reference equation in the surface region is given

by (3.19) and can only be solved approximately because
it contains derivatives with respect to both r and X.
For values of X such that

I
I (X)u„(X)

~
is reasonably

large, we can derive a useful approximation procedure
by defining

y(r, x) =i p(r, X)/N„N .

(The argument of I or I„is understood to be X unless
otherwise indicated. ) The idea is that most of the X
dependence of ip(r, X) will be contained in the factorI u so that x will depend weakly on X. Putting (3.26)

where the prime on Nl, ~ indicates differentiation with
respect to r. In deriving this equation, we have made use
of the relation NLM=&LM —ELM and the fact that
&LM =ELM whenever r&c and 4LM —& 0 as r +0. —

The above formulas allow us to calculate the G matrix,
either in infinite nuclear matter or in the nuclear slab,
once the reference equation for ul.~ has been solved in
the region r&c. We consider S waves only and find from
(2.10) that, in the case of nuclear matter, fp(r) satisfies

y'(X)=yp' —— (I I„).
4N u„dX2

(3.28)

In first approximation, the last two terms on the right-
hand side of (3.2'7) are neglected. The resulting equation
contains Ionly as a parameter and can be easily solved.
In fact, it is of the same form as the nuclear-matter
reference equation. By using the first approximation to
estimate the neglected terms, one can obtain a second
approximation, and this procedure can be continued
inde6nitely. It is found that the lowest order of this
"Xapproximation" gives sufhcient accuracy in our case.

When X is near a zero of I or I„, the x approxima-
tion can no longer be used. Of course, this situation
occurs in the outer part of the surface, where all single-
particle wave functions decay to zero, but this very fact
causes g „(X) to be small in this region, and high ac-
curacy is therefore not required. As we move through
the surface towards the interior of the nucleus, however,
we eventually reach the first node of u or u„(see Fig. 2),
and g „(X)is not necessarily small here. The first node
always occurs at a point which is su%ciently far inside
the nucleus to allow I and I„to be approximated by
sine waves, and this fact permits us to solve (3.19) by
a diR'erent approximation method.

Let us suppose, then, that for values of
~
x~ less than

the range of the nuclear force, we can write

u (X+-,'x) =A sinr p„(X+-,'x)+pi„g, (3.29)

where A, p, pi are constants, with a similar expres-
sion for I (X——',x). Then it is easy to show that the
S-wave component of g (r,X) is

gp(r, X)=——,'A A cosLPiX+8ij(sinkir/ki)
+pA A„cosLPpX+8pj(sink..r/kp), (3.30)

Pl pm+pe y

4=pp~+pin,

P2 pm pn

82= COm &)ran, &

(3.31)

(3.32)

ki'=k. '+4(p- —p )', kp'=k'+4(p +p-)' (3 33)

If we now write

i p(r, X)= —-', A„A cosLPiX+8igi p&'&(r)

+ A A cos(2/X+8&lf p&'&(r), (3.34)

and substitute (3.30) and (3.34) into the reference wave
equation, we 6nd that this equation splits into two
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nuclear-matter equations, one for f 0&'& and one for f'0"'.
Solving the reference equation in the surface region thus
reduces to solving two nuclear-matter equations, adding
the solutions, and weighting these solutions according
to (3.34).

Thus we are able to calculate diagonal matrix ele-
ments of 6, and exchange matrix elements are easily
included by inserting in expression (3.18) a factor 3/4
for even values of L, and a factor 5/4 for odd L.

E=A g(ki )+2 '�(ki )+ (3.35)

where terms of order 0,' 'I- and smaller, which are
irrelevant for this discussion, have been omitted. We see
that g(k~) is the energy per particle of nuclear matter
with Fermi momentum ki, and S(ki ) is, by definition,
the corresponding surface energy and is given by

S(kp) =(E—Ag(kg))/2o', . (3.36)

Thus, S(k&) is found by calculating the total energy E,
subtracting the energy the same number of particles
would have if they were all located in infinite nuclear
matter, and dividing the result by the total surface area.

The ground state value of kp is the one which mini-
mizes expression (3.35) for fixed 8, A. It is clearly equal,
except for terms which vanish in the limit of a large
system, to the equilibrium value for infinite nuclear
matter, which we take to be 1.5 F '.

We want to write (3.36) in a more explicit form which
is useful for calculations, but in order to do this we must
erst derive some preliminary results. We will need a
summation formula, an identity involving the normali-
zation of the wave functions, and an asymptotic formula
for g „(X) which is valid when the point X is in the
interior of the nucleus.

We will calculate all quantities to first order in the
Brueckner-Goldstone expansion, and this will involve

D. Surface Energy Formula

The nuclear slab can be specified by any three of the
variables 6,, I., A, kp, where the Fermi momentum k~ is
the momentum of the highest occupied single-particle
state and A is the total number of nucleons. The details
of the surface region, e.g. the behavior of the particle
density and single-particle potential are, in principle, to
be found from the self-consistency requirements. Note
that the Fermi momentum kp, which determines the
interior particle density, is explicitly put into the calcu-
lation at the beginning. One should carry out a self-
consistent calculation for each value of k~, then the
true nuclear ground state corresponds to the value of
ki, which minimizes the total energy (for a fixed value
of A). This is analogous to the procedure which one
follows when calculating the properties of infinite
nuclear matter.

Choosing A, 8, and kp as independent variables, we

can write for the total energy E of the nuclear slab,

summations over the occupied states p„, which we may
label by the vector k„—= (k„„k,). We must, of course,
approximate all such sums by integrals, and the ap-
proxiInation must be sufficiently accurate to cause the
resulting error in the surface energy S to vanish as 8
and L tend to infinity.

For summing over k&, we will use the usual replacement

+~4
(2ir)'

dk„ (3.37)

where the factor 4 takes account of spin-isospin de-
generacy. When a function of order unity" is summed
over k, in this way, in order to evaluate E or A, the
leading term is proportional to 6,, and the error is of
order 0," '. To evaluate expression (3.36), we must
divide by 28 and perform the sum over allowed values of
k, i.e., we must sum a term of order unity, with an error
of order 6, '", over k . The sum of the error term over
k, gives a result of order I8 '~2, which vanishes in the
limit 8, L —+~; hence, the replacement (3.37) is suffi-
ciently accurate. Summing the accurate term of order
unity over k, gives a leading term of order I., a "first-
order" term of order unity, and additional terms pro-
portional to L ' and smaller. We must And a formula
for summing over k which gives both the leading term
and the term of order unity correctly.

The sum over k, of any function f(k ) can be con-
sidered as the sum over the integer e which labels
allowed values of k, according to (3.7). If f is a smooth
function, it is then easy to show that the approximation

n=l 1/2
(3.38)

is in error by a quantity of order I. '(df/dk, ), . $o, if j
and df/dk are both of order unity, the replaceinent
(3.38) is-sufficiently accurate for our purposes. Ch.anging
variables from e to k, via (3.7), and noting that
iii =kr L/m' 2a(ki)/~, we e—asily deduce the formula

f(k.)dk.—(2/~) f(k.) '(k.)dk,

~ e use the phrase "of order unity" to describe any quantity
vyhich remains Gnite as A,J,C tend to in6nity.

which is accurate except for terms which vanish as
L, ~~ and is therefore acceptable for our computations.

In the interior of the nucleus, the one-particle wave
functions are essentially sine waves, and this fact allows
us to calculate the asymptotic form of g „(X),which
we call g „(X), in terms of nuclear matter matrix ele-
ments. Neglecting exponentially small terms, we see
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= 2 4~(2L+1)~
g I,zr (( 1)L+Mj

(3.42)

where pz, ~'s& and zzr, iz' i are nuclear matter wave func-
tions calculated for relative momentum k and total
momentum E given by

k= [ki'+-,'(k, Wk )']"'
&=[&i'+ (k &k )')'".

(3.43)

(3.44)

(In these equations, the upper sign corresponds to super-
script 1 and the lower sign to superscript 2.) In deriving
a formula for the surface energy, we will also make use
of the indefinite integral of g „(X), which we call
g„„r(X)and which is given by

g„„(X)=-', ( (g„+g„)X
+2gii sin[2(k, +k„,)X+2(a„+a„)]/(k,+k„,)
+~gzz sin[2(k, —k„)X+2(a —a„))/(k, —k„,)

2 (g12+gzi) sin[2k, X+2a„)/k„,
——,'(giz+gzi) sin[2k„,X+2a )/k„, ) . (3.45)

Next we de6ne the quantity Vf(k,) by

1V =L+KV(k„,), (3.46)

and we derive the interesting and useful identity,

blV (k.)= —2(da/dk. ) . (3.47)

This identity can be made plausible on physical grounds
by noting that the spacing hk, between allowed values
of k, is given by

from (3.6) and (3.14) that, when X is in the interior,

@ „(r,X)=exp(zk, r,) sin[k, (X+izx)+a ]
Xsin[k„,(X——,'x)+a„]. (3.40)

Clearly, P „(r,X) can be written as a sum of nuclear
matter wave functions (i.e., plane waves) and writing
p „in such a way induces a similar breakup of P (r,X)
and f „(r,X) into nuclear matter functions (see the
discussion of the sine wave approximation near the end
of Sec. C).

The inatrix element (3.18) for g „(X) then becomes
the following sum of nuclear matter matrix elements:

gmn(X) = 8 fgll+ gzz+gll cos[2(kmg+ k~z)X+ 2(am+a~))
+gzz cos[2(k,—k„,)X+2(a„—a„))
—(giz+gzi) cos[2k»X+2a„)

—(gi2+gzi) cos[2km, X+2am)) . (3.41)

Here, we have made the definitions

whose "effective size" is L+hlV(k, ), it is quite natular
to make the identification (3.47).

To demonstrate the truth of (3.47) mathematically,
write the Schrodinger equation (3.4) for each of two
wave functions Ni(x) and Nz(x), corresponding to
momenta k& and k2„respectively. Multiply the equa-
tion for N2 by u~ and vice versa, subtract, and integrate
from —-,'L to ~. After dividing the result by (kz, —k„)
and taking the limit k2, —+ k~„one obtains

I. sin(k„,L—2a) 1 da
il„(x)i'dx=—

2 dk„,
(3.49)

For allowed values of k„ the sine vanishes, and
~
zz„(x)

~

'
is symmetric about ——,'L. Thus, we can write

I. do,

i zz„(x)
i
'dx = -,' (L+A)V) =——,(3.50)

2 dk,

Let us consider first the evaluation of (1/28)+„1,
which we may obviously write in the form

1
Zi =—X: 14-(r) I

'd'r.
2e ~ 28 ~

(3.52)

Now, one can evaluate this expression by either of two
distinct methods: One can first carry out the space inte-
gration for each e and then sum over n, or one can first
sum over n for each point r and then integrate the
result over all space. The first of these methods will be
called the "summation method, "and the second, which
in this example amounts to integrating the particle
density over all space, will be called the "density
method. "

Applying the summation method, we easily Gnd, with
the help of (3.39),

I.k g' 1

3' 2 Ã2

ky kp2
X (kp' —k ')a'(k, )dk , (3.53—)

from which (3.47) follows immediately.
We are now ready to derive a formula for the surface

energy, and we consider first the kinetic energy con-
tribution, which is denoted by S(K.E.).Since the kinetic
energy per particle of infinite nuclear matter is 3k p'/10,
we see from (3.36) that

1 1 3
S(K.E.)= Q (zz~T~zz) kF'-Q——i. —(3.51)

2O', n 28 10

hk, =zr/[L 2(da/dk, )), — (3.48)

according to (3.7). But this is the spacing appropriate
to a box of side L 2(da/dk ), and—since particles of
momentum k can be thought of as moving in a box

where a'(k, ) means da/dk„and we have dropped, as we
always will, terms which vanish in the limit 8—+,
I —&op.
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If we now try to apply the density method, we 6nd
ourselves in difhculty at once. The trouble is that, far
inside the nucleus, the percentage change in g„(r) be-
tween successive allowed values of k is large, and
formula (3.39) is therefore not reliable for the calcula-
tion of the particle density p(x), which is defined by

(3.54)

Nevertheless, we proceed to derive an approximate
formula for p(x). We perform the summation by using
only the leading term of (3.39), and we replace X„by L
in expression (2.13) for g„(r), thereby obtaining

satisfied by p (r). A straightforward application of the
summation method yields

g(n( T
( n)

2g n

5 g kgi

(k p' k,4—)n'(k. )dk,
10m' 4~' p

2Up
(k p' —k.')

16vr x' p

X iu(k. ,x) i
'(1+e ")—'dxdk (3 59)ky

p(x)=— (kp' —k ') ~u(k»x) ~'dk (3 55)
X p The computation of this quantity by means of the

density method requires the evaluation of the kinetic
energy density r(x), which is given by

One might expect to 6nd an error of order I. ' in the
last expression; hence, integrating it over the entire
nucleus in order to evaluate (1/28)+„1would give the
wrong answer.

The fact is, though, that using (3.55) to calculate
(1/20', )+„1 leads to the correct expression given in
(3.53). This can be shown by combining equations
(3.52), (3.54), and. (3.55), and by using (3.49) for the
integral with respect to x of

~
u(k»x)

~

s, to find

r(x) =214-(r) I'L-'k '—& (1+e ") 'j (3 60)

Treating this formula in the same way as we treated
(3.54), we obtain the approximate result

1
7 X

27r2
(k p' —k, ') i u(k. ,x)

i
'dk,

kg

-P1=—
28 ~ x~ p

—U~p(x)(1+e 's) '. (3.61
(k p' —k.')

That this approximation is sufficiently accurate for the
evaluation of (1/2(R)g„(n~ T~n) is shown directly.

&~&(k ) dk (3 56) Substituting (3.61) into the equation
4 4k,

Since n(k, ) ~ 0 as k, —& 0, we have, for large L, P(n( T~n)=
2O', n

r(x)dx, (3.62)

sin(k, L—2n) s.
=-~(k.), (3.57)

—U&(1+e ~~~) ij
~ p„~ sdsp (3 5P)

28 ~

where we have made use of the Schrodinger equation

and putting this into (3.56) leads to an expression which
agrees perfectly with the correct result (3.53)."So we
have demonstrated that the density method can be
used to calculate (1/28)+„1, with p(x) given by the
very simple formula (3.55).

Next we evaluate the quantity (1/26,)P (n~T~n),
which can be written in the form

and carrying out the x integration before the k integra-
tion by means of (3.49), one easily obtains an expression
which agrees with the correct result given in (3.59).
Hence (1/20', )g„(n~ T~n) may be correctly evaluated
by the density inethod, with formula (3.61) used for r(x).

We can use our results to write two different but
equivalent formulas for S(K.E.). The summation
method gives, when (3.51), (3.53), and (3.59) are com-
bined, the expression

kg

S(K.E.) =— (-'k p' —k.')k~(k.)dk.
p

4 2U' kg

+ — (kp' —k ')
80m m'

~u(k»x) ('(1+e *~ ) 'dx dk„(3.63)

~' We must remember that only half of the 5-function peak con-
tributes to the integral (3.56) because tbis integral runs on]y over where we have integrated by Parts and used the
positive values of k . boundary condition n(k, ) —+ 0 as k, ~ 0. The density
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method, on the other hand, is easily seen to give

S(K.E.)=

In this expression, VN represents the potential energy
per particle of infinite nuclear matter and is given by

( )
3 k z ( )jd (3 64)

either of the two equivalent expressions,

where p(x) and r(x) are given by (3.55) and (3.61),
respectively.

Formula (3.63) is clearly suitable for numerical com-
putation because the space integral in the last term
receives appreciable contributions only from the surface
region and can therefore be calculated numerically. But
is the same thing true for the integral appearing in

(3.64)? The answer is yes, and we show this by evaluat-
ing the contribution to the integral from values of X
lying between —~L and —X», where —X» is a point in
the interior of the nucleus but far to the right of ——,'L
(i.e. Xi is much larger than both k p ' and the surface
thickness, but Xi((i2L). Using (3.55) and (3.61), we find

—X]

V~ = (3/16m. 4k p')
hole sphere

d kmd kng»»

= (3zr'/k p')(Szr') '

alf sphere

d'k„d'k„(gii+gzz) . (3.68)

In the integral labeled "whole sphere, " the variables
are allowed to range over the entire Fermi sea, while
"half sphere" means that both k, and k are restricted
to positive values.

Using (3.17), we can write the first term of (3.67) in
the form

E~(x)——'ok p'p(x) 7d*

Ice

2%2
(kp' —k ')(k '—-'k ')dk

—,
' P (zzzzz

~

G
~
zzzzz)

2g mn

2 00

=—Q(1/1V„X„)
Q~ mn

g„„(X)dX. (3.69)

) zz(k„x) i
'dx, (3.65)

where we have dropped a term involving (1+e * ') ',
a quantity which is only appreciable in the surface
region. Now, using the fact that zz(k„x) —sin(k, x+n)
for x& —X», we find by a calculation similar to the
derivation of (3.49), that

—X1

i zz(k„x) i
'dx

L—2Xi sin(k, L—2u) sin(2k, Xi—2n)
+ . (3.66)

But since L and 2X» are both much larger than kg ',
each sine function in (3.66) equals (zr/4) 5(k,), and one
cancels the other. The only surviving term in (3.66) is

(L—2Xi)/4, and when this is substituted into (3.65),
one easily 6nds that the right-hand side of (3.65)
vanishes. Hence the contribution to the integral in
(3.64) from any interval in x which is entirely outside
the surface region is negligibly small. Thus, (3.64) is not
only a correct formula but is also a useful one, because
the integral can be evaluated accurately from a knowl-
edge of the integrand for values of x in the surface
region alone.

We now consider the potential energy contribution to
the surface energy, which is denoted by S(P.E.) and is
given to first order in the Brueckner-Goldstone expan-
sion by

1 1
S(P.E.) = -,'P(zzzzziGizizzz) — V~ P 1. (3.67)

2g mn 2Q,

To evaluate this by the summation method, we must
calculate the integral for each pair of indices (zzz, zz) and
then sum over m and m. In the density method, we re-
place X„,wherever it occurs, by I., and we use only the
first term of (3.39) to sum over (zzz, m) inside the integral;
then we integrate the resulting function of X between
——',I. and ~. We will first evaluate (3.69) rigorously,
using the summation method, and then show that the
same answer is obtained by the density method.

To apply the summation method, it is useful to write
(3.69) in the form

-',, g(zlzz~ G~ mzz)
2O', mn

2

g"-mn gmgn

Xo

(g .(X)—g„„(x))dx

+ g-(X)dX+g .'(Xo) g.'( lL—) (3—7O)

where Xo is an arbitrary point which we choose to lie
in the surface region. For every term in the curly
brackets except the last, we may replace E„by L and
use only the leading term of (3.39) for the summation,
but the term involving g „r(—2L) requires more de-
tailed examination. We find with the aid of (3.7) and
(3.45) that

'(—-'L) = (L/16) ( + )
+-,'~(k .,k..)|t„)——,'L+ '(k..)7, (3.71)

where 8(k „k„,) is the Kronecker delta, and this result
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the case of infinite nuclear matter. The 6rst termin
(3.63) appears because the spacing between allowed
values of k, is not uniform, as it is for infinite nuclear
matter, but decreases as k, increases I this is because
particles of higher momentum move in a larger region of
configuration space; see the discussion of (3.47)j.

Formula (3.64) for S(K.E.) gives rise to a completely
diff'erent point of view and shows that we may, if wc so
desire, regard the surface energy as being localized in the
surface region. This formula involves a comparison of
the actual kinetic energy density r(x) with the kinetic
energy density which would prevail if r(x) were propor-
tional to p(x). The two formulas for S(P.E.), although
more complicated than those for S(K.E.), may be dis-
cussed and compared in the same way.

I.O

0.5

-05

-I.O

kx 0 75F

I

-3 -2
X(FERMIS)

E. Numerical Results

In this section we give numerical results obtained by
evaluating the various quantities occurring in the

I.o—

.8—

~2

X (FERMIS)

FIG. 1.Behavior of the particle density (solid curve) and kinetic
energy density (dashed curve) in the surface region. Both quan-
tities have been normalized by dividing by their asymptotic
interior values, which are po=2kzo/(3vr ) and so=4'/(5xo).

formulas for the surface energy. The calculations were
performed on the Burroughs 220 and Control Data 1604
computers at the Cornell University Computing Center.

Equation (3.4) was solved numerically in order to
obtain the wave functions u(x) and phase angles n(k )
and then expressions (3.55) and (3.60) for p(x) and r(x)
were evaluated. The resulting behavior of p(x) and r(x)
in the surface region is shown in I'ig, 1, and three of the
one-particle wave functions are plotted in Fig. 2.

The particle density has a "90-10distance" of 2.48F
and falls to half its interior value at x= —1.22F. The
kinetic energy density, of course, falls off more rapidly
than the particle density (in the Thomas-Fermi ap-
proximation, for example, we have r ~ ps~a). From the
plot of the wave functions in Fig. 2, we see that particles
with a high value of k, penetrate the surface region
extremely well, while particles of low momentum hardly
"see" the surface at all.

Fio. 2. Behavior of the one-particle wave function N(x) in the
surface region for three values of k .

0.8—

0.6
(0

0.4

0.2

0
0

I I I

0,25 0.50 0.75 I.OO I,25
INYERSE FERMIS

l.50

FIG. 3. The phase angle o. as a function of k . In the interior of
the nucleus, the one-particle wave function u(x) has the form—sin(k, x+n).

The phase angle e is plotted as a function of k in
Fig. 3. It is clear from the figure that blV = —2dn/dk is
an increasing function of k„as we must expect.

By using the results just described, we evaluated the
two equivalent expressions (3.63) and (3.64) for S(K.E.),
obtaining a result of —2.48 MeV I ' in each case. The
values of the individual terms of (3.63) are shown in
Table I, and we see that the loss of kinetic energy by a
particle in the surface region is the dominant eGect.

In order to evaluate the last four terms of Eq. (3.74)
for S(P.E.), we must calculate diagonal nuclear matter
matrix elements such as gi~ and g~2. Such matrix ele-
ments depend only on the relative momentum k and
total momentum E, and are easily obtained by numeri-
cally solving Eq. (3.25) and putting the result into
(3.11).The dependence of the diagonal matrix element
g(k,E) on E is found to be very slight and almost
quadratic. Its behavior as a function of k, for E=O, is
shown in Fig. 4 and is similar to that obtained by
Moszkowski and Scott" for the same two-body inter-
action but a different energy spectrum. The numerical
results for the last four terms of (3./4) are given in
Table I. The value obtained for t/'~ was —35.61 MeV,
which gives a binding energy for infinite nuclear matter
of 7.6 MeV particle.
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TABLE I. Values of the terms in the surface energy formula.

ki 4/80'

Terms in S(K.E.) Value in MeV F~

+0.835

(pP4P kP)k, o—(k )dk +1.003

—(2 Up/prP) (kzP —k ')dk~

~Np (x) [P(1+e-*~')-'dx —4.320

Terms in S(P.E.)

Total=S(K. E.) = —2.482

(2/prP) Vir k,n(k, )dk, —4.353

—6.377

In the first term of (3.74), the quantities g (X) and

g „r(X) involve both diagonal and off-diagonal nuclear
matter matrix elements, but these are easily obtained
by solving (3.25) and using (3.11).The only part of the
calculation which was at all time consuming for the
Control Data 1604 computer was the evaluation of

g „(X).This required the computer first to calculate the
functions Pr, pr(r, X) and II.sr(r, X) from formulas (3.16)
and (3.22). Then Eq. (3.19) was solved for ur. sr(r, X)
by one of the approximation methods previously dis-

cussed, and this result was used along with (3.24) and
(3.18) to obtain g „(X).

For a given pair (m,e) of interacting particles, g „(X)
was computed from X=—5.20 F up to X=+1.0 F in

steps of 0.16 F, and this required 1.5 minutes of com-
puter time. The x approximation was used for X larger
than —2.20 F, and the sine wave method was used for
more negative values of X. It was estimated that the
uncertainties in the surface energy caused by the use of

the g approximation and the sine wave approximation
were 0.011 MeV F ' and 0.014 MeV F ', respectively.
So neither of these approximations affects the final
result by more than 1'Po.

Some of the results for g (X) and. g „(X)are plotted
in Fig. 5. The main feature is the large enhancement of
the interaction of two particles in the surface region. As
k„,- decreases from 1.375 F ', with k, fixed at 1.375 F ',
the peak in g „(X) becomes smaller because particles
of low k, do not penetrate the surface region very elec-
tively. The very high final maximum in g „occurs
because the wave functions I and u„are especially
large and because the momentum of each particle is
reduced in the surface region. For k,=k =1.375 F ',
for example, pi (x) attains' the value 1.11 at its last
maximum in the surface region and since g „is roughly
proportional to

~

I u„~ ', this effect could increase g by
a factor of (1.11)4=1.52. The reduction of momentum
of each particle in the surface causes the relative mo-
mentum of two interacting particles to be smaller; so
this effect also enhances the interaction in the surface
region.

After the X integration involved in the erst term of
(3.74) had been carried out, the result was integrated
over momentum space, and the final result is given in
Table I.Adding up all the contributions gives a value of
3.91 MeV F ' for S(P.E.) and a value of 1.43 MeV F '
for the total surface energy S.

The largest computational uncertainty in this result
arises from the coarseness of the mesh used in the
k-space integration in the first term of (3.74). All other
meshes were refined until the associated errors were neg-
ligible, but this procedure was not feasible for the first
term of (3.74) because calculating the integrand at a single
mesh point consumed 1,5 min on the computer. Since g „
depends on the four variables k, k „k&, K&, and since
the dependence on E& is quadratic and very weak, three
of the six integrations involved in the phase-space

(1/8~') d'k d'k„ggg2
half sphere,
If'ns =kiss

—4.323

—(1/8~P) d'k d'k g, (gii+gpp)
half sphere,

=0

+13.676

(2/xP)
half sphere

Xp

g.)dX—
$L

+ g „dX+gr(Xp)
X'p

+5.286

CO

g -I0
IX
LU
LL

-15

-20 I 1 i 1 t

0 0.25 0.50 0.75 I.OO 1.25 I.50

k (INVERSE FERMIS)

Total=S(P. E.) = +3.909

S=S(K.E.)+S(P.E.) = 1.43

FIG. 4. The nuclear matter G-matrix element g11 as a function
of the relative momentum k. The total momentum IC of the inter-
acting pair of particles is taken to be zero. To change the units of
g» from fermis to MeV F', one must multiply by 41.467.
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phase angle o.(k,), and they can therefore be computed
with great accuracy.

Our trial calculation gives a value for the surface
energy of 1.43 MeV F ', and this corresponds to a term
20.6A'~' MeV in the semiempirical mass formula for the
total energy of a nucleus containing A nucleons. The
semiempirical formulas of Green" and Cameron" give
values of 17.97 MeV and 25.84 MeV, respectively, for
this coeKcient, and our result therefore seems to be
reasonable.

The surface energy would be considerably larger if it
were not for the large enhancement of the interaction
between a pair of particles in the surface region, which
is shown in Fig. 5. For instance, if 8'(X) were propor-
tional to [y(X)/po]', as is physically reasonable for
a short-range two-body interaction, we would 6nd
S(P.E.) =4.59 MeV F ', and the total surface energy
would be 50% larger than it actually is.

The trial calculation gives a value of 7.6 MeV for the
binding energy per particle of infinite nuclear matter,
but the correct value is about 15 MeV. In order to
correct this discrepancy, we might arbitrarily increase
the strength of the two-body potential until V& goes
from —35.6 to —43.0 MeV, an increase in magnitude
of 21%. Expression (3.75) would then increase by
roughly the same percentage, and S(P.E.) would be
increased from 3.91 to about 4.7 MeV F '. The calcu-
lated value for 5 would then increase from 1.43 to about
2.2 MeV F ', and this latter value corresponds to a
coe%cient in the semiempirical mass formula of 31.6
MeV, which is too large.

The most important shortcoming of the trial calcula-

"A. E. S.
'

Green, Phys. Rev. 95, 1006 (1954).
"A. G. W. CanMron, Can. J. Phys. BS, 1021 (1957).

tion presented here is the lack of self-consistency m the
one-particle potential and wave functions. In addition
to improving the calculation of the surface energy, a
self-consistent determination of the wave functions of
occupied states would lead to a theoretical prediction
for the behavior of the particle density'in the surface
region. We have indicated how the methods of this
paper could be used to investigate the self-consistency
problem.

We have also used an oversimplified two-body inter-
action in our calculation. A realistic nucleon-nucleon
potential has interaction in all partial waves, as well as
tensor and spin-orbit forces. It may well be that the
relative importance in the surface region of various
partial waves, or of central, tensor, and spin-orbit forces,
differs from that in in6nite nuclear matter, and this
could have an e6'ect on the surface energy.

We have therefore made a beginning towards a de-
tailed theory of the nuclear surface, but there r|;main a
great many problems which require careful considera-
tion. It is hoped that some of the results of this paper
will be useful in this work.
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