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A search for positron emission in K% has been made with the use of a triple coincidence technique. An
upper limit of (3.64=1.8)X10™* positron per second per gram of natural potassium has been set. A corre-
sponding upper limit of 0.594-0.28 has been computed for the ratio of the squares of the matrix elements,

2/M_2, for the K% g+ and B~ transitions.

INTRODUCTION

HE search for positron emission in K% has been
reported by several investigators, and the follow-
ing upper limits have been set:

Ng#/Np<0.01, Ng+/Ng-<2X10752
Ngt/Ng-<6X 10743

and Ng+/N;<0.01.* These results were obtained by
measurements of the intensity of the annihilation
radiation from potassium. The upper limits for positron
emission were arrived at by calculating the number of
annihilation quanta expected from pair production by
the 1.46-Mev gamma ray and subtracting it from the
number observed.

This experiment distinguishes the sources of the
annihilation quanta from one another. The detection
efficiency has been measured and, with the use of other
known data, an upper limit for the ratio of the matrix
elements for the 8t and 8~ transitions has been deduced.

EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE

A block diagram of the apparatus is shown in Fig. 1.
A 2 in.X2 in.X1 in. KI crystal is mounted on a
phototube and placed between two 2 in.X2 in.X2 in.
NalI(Tl) scintillation counters. The sensitive volume is
surrounded by a set of twelve 1-inch diameter Geiger
counters, and the entire assembly is surrounded by an
inner shield of three inches of steel, and in addition an
outer one of four inches of lead.

The single-channel analyzers are set on the 0.51-Mev
annihilation peak obtained by replacing the KI crystal
by a Na?? source. Coincidences between 0.5-Mev Nal
pulses not accompanied by an anticoincidence pulse
from the Geiger tubes operate a gate which admits any
KI pulse occurring within 1 microsecond to the 20-
channel pulse-height analyzer.

The background triples spectrum was obtained by
substituting for the KI crystal a 1§ in.X1§ in. X1 in.
NaI(Tl) crystal. All three counters were calibrated once
during each 24-hour run with the annihilation radiation
from Na®.
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RESULTS

The KI triples spectrum together with the back-
ground Nal spectrum is shown in Fig. 2. The peak
centered about channel 15 corresponds to an energy of
0.44 Mev and represents those 1.46-Mev gamma rays
which produce pairs in the KI with the annihilation
quanta absorbed in the two Nal crystals. Since the
K%— A% mass difference is about 1.48 Mev,® the
positron spectrum would be expected to have a maxi-
mum intensity at about 0.26 Mev and would then
appear in the region below the gamma-ray peak. On the
basis of the total number of counts in channels 1-10, the
results are 0.3344-0.037 count per hour from KI and
0.27640.037 count per hour from Nal. If the triples
background expected for the KI experiment is computed
by correcting the Nal background for the difference
in the total number of electrons contained in the
crystals, the corrected difference is 0.004=0.059
count/hr. If only the differences in the widths of the
two crystals and the number of electrons per cc of the
two crystals are considered, the corrected difference is
0.11540.053 count/hr. An approximate upper limit
to the number of counts per hour from positrons is
obtained by correcting this figure for the portion of the

coinc.
single single
channel channel
analyzer analyzer
Nal KI Nal
& r fanti-
. coinc
Geiger
tubes
gate
20
channel
analyzer

Fic. 1. Block diagram of triple coincidence system.
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Fi1G. 2. Spectrum of triple-coincidence pulses from KI and Nal.
The peak centered at channel 15 is due to pair production by the
1.46-Mev gamma ray.

beta spectrum above channel 10 by a factor of
1.51£0.11 from the computed shape of the spectrum
for an assumed K*— A% mass difference of 1.46 Mev.
The result is 0.1744-0.082 count/hr.

The efficiency of the system is simply the probability
that a positron produced in the KI crystal will cause
a double coincidence in the two Nal counters. For a
direct measurement of this efficiency, a Lucite con-
tainer equivalent to the KI crystal mounting was packed
with enough CuO to duplicate the 0.51-Mev gamma-ray
absorption coefficient of KI, and irradiated with
thermal neutrons. The Cu® positron activity produced
thereby was measured by comparison with a calibrated
Na?? source. Point source geometry was approximated
by putting the source at 14 inches from the counter.
Appropriate absorption corrections were made. The
double coincidence rate obtained with the CuO source
in the system then furnished directly the efficiency
e=(2.84-0.4) X 1072 coincidence per positron.

The system efficiency together with the upper limit
of 0.1744-0.082 count/hr gives an upper limit for the
number of positrons emitted per second per gram of
natural potassium of (3.62£1.8)X10~% If the number
of B~ per second per gram of natural potassium is
taken to be 27.502-0.25,% an upper limit of (1.320.7)
X108 is obtained for the 8/~ ratio.

CONCLUSIONS

The decay scheme of K% is shown in Fig. 3.®> Both
the Bt and B~ transitions are unique third forbidden.
The decay constant for a unique nth forbidden beta
transition is given by’
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In the above expression, the upper sign refers to
positron emission, the lower to electron emission.
Fo(FZ,W) and L,(p, FZ) are functions tabulated in
Appendices II and IIT of reference 7. The squared
matrix element, M2, is

1= = | 6% (@), @
where
‘Hl,m((’) = (i/lh)c'prlyl,m(07¢)1 (5)
and
p=(#/i)v.

Since the squared matrix element, M?, enters the
expression for A. only as a proportionality constant,
the @+/B~ ratio for K% should depend only on the
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F1G. 3. Decay scheme of K.

available energies and the ratio of the matrix elements
for the two transitions. A lower limit for A;/A_ can be
computed in terms of the ratio of the matrix elements
by using the known (B~ transition energy for Wy in the
expression for A_, and the lower limit for W, (corre-
sponding to zero energy for the electron capture
transition to the 1.46-Mev excited state of A%) in the
expression for A;. The result of the numerical inte-
gration is

A/A=> (2.21£0.16) X 10-5,2/ M2,

where M, and M_ are the matrix elements for the
positron transition to A* and the electron transition
to Ca®, respectively.
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Then from the experimental upper limit and the
calculated lower limit, one has

(1.3£0.7)X1075>N, /A_> (2.214+0.16)
X10~-°M,*/M 2, (6)
and
M 2/M_2<0.5940.28. )

On the basis of the shell model the 8+ and 8~ transi-
tions can be represented, respectively, by (dys)? —
(fyy2)™ and (fr/2)" — (dy2)?.® It is expected therefore
that M +2gM _2,

The upper limit obtained for M %/M_% is not sur-
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prising, however. As an indication of values to be
expected, Feenberg? has pointed out that the squares
of the matrix elements for unique first forbidden
transitions spread over a range of 10 according to the
empirical evidence. For example, in 33Asu™, (fif)y/
(fi)-=0.630 [fi=(1/20)(W—1)f]; and in 52
(f)+/ ([B)-=0.12.1
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The reactions Ge™(a,21)Se™, Ge™(a,pn)As™, Zn™(a,pn)Ga™, and Zn"(«,2p)Zn" were studied with alpha
particles of 20-40 Mev, and their excitation functions were measured. The results are compared with
evaporation calculations based on the assumption of compound-nucleus formation.

INTRODUCTION

HE mechanisms of nuclear reactions at moderate
energies, 20 to 40 Mev, have long been the subject

of discussion and much contradictory evidence has been
presented.! In particular, the fact that (a,pn) and
(p,pn) cross sections are often larger than the cross
sections of competing (@,21) and (p,2n) reactions has,
on the one hand, been cited? as supporting evidence for
a direct-interaction mechanism, and has, on the other
hand, been interpreted®® in terms of level density
effects in the framework of compound-nucleus theory.
It seemed of interest to investigate comparable
a-induced reactions with two isobaric target nuclei, and
to see whether the measured cross sections and their
energy dependence could be accounted for by the
statistical theory. The target nuclei chosen were Zn™
and Ge™ and the reactions studied were Zn™(a,2p)Zn",
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Zn"(a,pn)Ga™, Ge™(a,pn)As™, and Ge™(a,2n)Se™. Fig-
ure 1 shows in detail the evaporation paths which can
lead to these products under the assumption of a com-
pound-nucleus mechanism.

EXPERIMENTAL

Targets—Natural germanium was used for the study
of Ge"(e,21)Se™ and Ge™(a,pn)As™ reactions. The
targets were prepared by evaporation of metallic
germanium in a high vacuum onto 0.001-inch gold foils
to thicknesses of 0.1514-0.002 and 0.854+0.04 mg/cm?.
The reactions Zn"(a,pn)Ga™ and Zn™(a,2p)Zn™ were
studied with targets of enriched zinc-70 (48 and 59
atom-percent Zn™) electroplated on 0.001-inch gold
foils to thicknesses in the range of 0.20 to 0.85 mg/cm?.
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F1G. 1. Evaporation paths leading from the compound nuclei
Se™ and Ge™ to the product nuclei of 4 =72. The neutron and
roton separation energies'®! (in Mev) are shown. The even-even
(e-¢) and odd-odd (0-0) character of the product nuclei is indicated.



