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'0Let us de6ne the polarization P of the positron beam as
P=(N+ N)/(N++N—). (N+, N represents number of p+
spins parallel and antiparallel to the P+ momentum, respec-
tively. ) Designating the annihilation cross sections for &=0 and
M = 1 by p.p and p.&, their ratio 0 p/O'I by R, and the counting rates
for polarized electron spins parallel and antiparallel to the positron
momentum by C„and C, respectively, we easily obtain the
following expression for our iron-nickel alloy (Z,«=27): C,/C„
= 1+0.0741NP(R —1)/(R+1) —=1+8, with I, the effective
number of electron spins aligned parallel to the incident positron
beam, equal to N& cess/gs. Na is the effective number of Bohr
magnetons per atom for the material used (1.7) and g is the elec-
tronic gyromagnetic ratio (s= —,', and we assume g=2 for want of
a more accurate value). If we insert values of R appropriate for our
geometry with an approximate acceptance cone of 45 degrees
half-angle, we obtain the theoretical values S= 1.6% and S =2.4%
for completely polarized positrons of 2 Mev and 1.5 Mev, respec-
tively. The larger effects observed at the highest photon energies
indicate that the effective acceptance cone is narrower since R
increases with decreasing acceptance angle. This is as expected
since the energetic positrons producing the higher energy gamma
rays have undergone less multiple scattering.
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magnet analyzer and detected in a scintillation-counter
telescope. Discrimination against electrons was obtained
with a Cerenkov counter in anticoincidence.

The yields of negative pions obtained at a laboratory
angle of 60' for several pion laboratory energies T and
for several bremsstrahlung cutoft energies k,„are given
in Fig. 1(a). The yields, d'o*/dT dQL, are expressed as
a cross section per proton, per effective quantum (the
energy flux divided by the maximum photon energy),
and per unit energy and solid angle of the emitted
pions. The yields obtained at a laboratory angle of
120' are given in Fig. 1(b). The photon beam was
monitored with a thick ionization chamber whose
energy dependence has been calibrated against a
"quantameter" constructed according to the design of
Wilson. ' Other instrumental parameters were calibrated,
by using the yield of positive pions from the single-
production resonance with the synchrotron operating
at 500 Mev. Background runs with an evacuated target
gave corrections of from 5% to 15%%uq of the hydrogen
yields. Smaller corrections have been made for counts
due to cosmic rays and accidental coincidences. The
arrows in the 6gure indicate the energy thresholds for
the production of pion pairs with one pion at the
required energy and angle.

The data for a maximum bremsstrahlung energy of
600 Mev agree with the results reported by Friedmann
and Crowe. ' The results for 50-Mev pions at 60' show
qualitative features similar to those reported from
CornelP at 35'.

Owing to the finite thickness of the radiator in the
synchrotron, the energy spectrum of the photon beam
used. for these experiments does not have the ideal
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'KGATIVE pions from the interaction of p rays

with protons are presumed to arise from events
in which two or more pions are produced. Pions which
emerge from a high-density, hydrogen-gas target in the
bremsstrahlung beam of the Caltech synchrotron have
been selected for charge and momentum by a wedge-
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FIG. 1. Yields of negative pions from y+p, as a function of the
bremsstrahlung cutoff energy k,„, for pion kinetic energies T
and laboratory angles 8 .



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

bremsstrahlung (dk/k) energy dependence. The increase
of the yield with increasing bremsstrahlung cutoff
energy shown in the figure does not, therefore, represent
solely the contribution from the photons of the highest
energies. A detailed analysis of the differences in the
yields will be deferred until the completion of a pro-
jected measurement of the energy spectrum of the
photon beam.

A preliminary analysis has been performed using a
photon spectrum computed for an assumed eGective
radiator thickness. This analysis yields for the center-
of-momentum system, a differential cross section per
unit energy and solid angle of the negative pion (and
per photon), which varies slowly with the pion energy
(falling to zero at the maximum permissible energy).
The cross section shows no large dependence on the
pion angle from 90' to 150' (c.m.). The integral of this
cross section over the negative-pion energy is con-
sistent with a constant value of about 5X10 " cm'/
sterad for all photon energies from 600 to 1100 Mev.
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This may be the result of lack of polarization or lack
of parity violation in Z decay, or both. (The findings
of emulsion workers suggest that parity nonconserva-
tion in Z decay may be small. ')

Lee e] al.' have given a phenomenological discussion
of hyperon production and decay, assuming that the E'
spin is zero and the A. spin is ~. We follow their notation
and write

y;„=c.m. momentum of the incoming + .
y~ =c.m. momentum of the A. produced.
8 =hyperon production angle (between p; and. pA).
R =projection of the c.m. momentum of the decay

in the direction of y;„Xy~.
=R/(maximum value of R).

P(8) = the polarization of the 5 produced at the angle 8
= the expectation value of the spin of the A in the

direction of y;„Xyg, in units of -', A.

I(8)= the c.m. differential production cross section.

The decay distribution function for $ is given by

W'(8, $)dQd(= I(8)dQ[1+CII'(8)$)dg/2, (4)

where the asymmetry coeKcient e must lie between —1
and 1. The existence of a nonvanishing e constitutes an
unambiguous proof of parity nonconservation in A

decay.
Integration of Eq. (4) over all production angles 8

yields
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We have established the following facts about the
decay A~P+Ir . (1) The degree of nonconservation of
parity is very large. (2) Charge conjugation invariance
is also violated.

We have found no statistically significant evidence
of parity nonconservation in a sample of 122 5 decays.

HE recent discovery of parity nonconservation in

p decay, R. decay, and p decay has made it
extremely important to find out whether parity is also
violated in hyperon decay.

In order to study hyperon production and decay we
have exposed a 10-inch hydrogen bubble chamber to a
beam of 1.12 Bev/c s rnesons. Hyperons are produced
according to the reactions

If we designate by E„~ the number of decays having
$)0, then integration of Eq. (5) over $ yields

~~up ~

letdown

(XP=
', (N„R+Xe. )-

(6)

Our photographs for A—+P+R- fall into two cate-
gories: (1) 76 double Vo events, where both the A and
E' decays are observed. (2) 277 single V' events, where
only the A decay is observed. (In both categories the
disappearance of the incident ~ is of course observed. )

We have analyzed 76 double V' events corresponding
to reaction (1). In addition we have performed a
preliminary analysis on the 277 single V' events, which
include h. 's from reaction (1) and secondary A. 's from
reaction (3).No attempt has yet been made to separate
out those single U"s which are secondary A. 's from Z'
decay. ' In this preliminary analysis a single U' event
is called a h. decay (i.e., rather than a E' decay) provided
that (a) the laboratory angle between the momentum
of the positive decay fragment and that of the neutral
parent is &25', and (b) the negative decay fragment
makes a larger laboratory angle than does the positive
fragment, with respect to the momentum of the neutral
parent. 4

Our total sample of 76+277=353 A decays yields

1V„R=48+ 167=215, 1',~——28+ 110= 138, (7)


