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An analysis of the transition curves of Carmichael and Steljes
has been carried out to yield the transition curves in lead of ion-
chamber bursts produced by cascades initiated by the electrons
and photons of the soft component incident from the atmosphere.
From the rates at the maxima of these transition curves, the
absolute omnidirectional integral energy spectrum of the electrons
and photons of the soft component at sea level, in the energy
range from about 100 Mev to 100 Bev, is deduced. Incident elec-
trons and photons associated with extensive air showers, as
identified by coincidences with a nearby larger ion chamber, are
excluded. An additional single experimental point on the integral
spectrum (8.4X10 3 per sphere of unit area per sec) is obtained
from the observed rate of electrons of all energies greater than

1 Mev which intersect the unshielded ion chamber. Since a
quantitative relation from electromagnetic cascade theory is
made use of in the derivation of the energy spectrum, and since
this relation is at present uncertain for lead in the energy range
involved, the possible error of the Qux in the energy spectrum
(&100%%uo) is much larger than that of the observed rates of
occurrence of bursts (&5%). In this respect the spectrum is
preliminary only. In the energy range below 400 Mev the integral
spectrum is in agreement with previous absolute measurements;
below 2 Bev it is in conformity with a previous relative measure-
ment; from 1.6 Bev to 100 Bev, where there are no previous
determinations, it obeys a power law of exponent —2.00 and the
rate for 1.6 Bev is 2.4X10 ' per sphere of unit area per sec.

l. INTRODUCTION

'HE ionization bursts produced by the omnidirec-
tional Aux of cosmic radiation, near sea level, in

a spherical, 8-inch diameter, pressurized ion chamber,
unshielded and with 15 different thicknesses of hemi-

spherical lead shielding, have been reported in I and II.'
It was shown that the bursts arising from p mesons and
protons intersecting the ion chamber, from stars in the

gas, and from extensive air showers could be determined
for each thickness of the lead shield and subtracted.

In the unshielded ion chamber the bursts that re-

mained after subtraction were ascribed to the electrons
of the soft component that were not associated with

detected extensive air showers. These electrons are
more than 100 times as numerous as the detected
extensive showers (see I'ig. 4 of I). No doubt some of
them come from the fringes of undetected air showers

but the majority are probably connected with primary
showers only indirectly, for example through knock-on
and decay processes of p, mesons in which electrons may
occur at a great distance from the primary shower.
From the shape of their pulse-size distribution, and its
similarity to the shape of the distribution produced by
the p, mesons which are known to occur singly, it is
inferred that, within the area (324 cm') presented by
the ion chamber, nearly all of these electrons of the soft
component occur singly.

Under the lead shields the bursts that remained after
subtraction were ascribed to, (a) electromagnetic cas-

cades arising from electrons and photons incident on
the shield from the atmosphere, (b) electromagnetic
cascades originating within the lead from knock-on and
radiation by tt mesons, and (c) penetrating showers

and electromagnetic cascades engendered within the
lead from the nucleonic component. The results were

presented as a family of transition curves in lead for

' H. Carmichael and J. F. Steljes, Phys. Rev. 99, 1542 (1955);
105, 1626 (1957). These papers will be referred to as I and II,
respectively.

bursts of di6erent given sizes measured in ion-pairs.
One of the transition curves (for bursts of exactly
4.27X10s ion-pairs or an average of 32 particles) is
shown in Fig. 1 where a broken line indicates a separa-
tion between bursts of type (a), arising from electrons
and photons incident on the shield, and bursts of types
(b) and (c), engendered within the lead.

One objective of the present paper is to separate the
bursts of type (a) from those of types (b) and (c) and
so obtain the transition curves in lead arising from the
incident electrons and photons not associated with
detected air showers. These transition curves represent
mainly the propagation of single cascades in lead and
so they are suitable for comparison with calculations of
the electromagnetic cascade process. At the same time
the energy spectrum of the incident electrons and
photons of the soft component can be derived from the
measured rates of cascades of different size. In fact
each individual transition curve contains bursts origi-
nating from incident electrons or photons in a range of
energies and so calculation of the shape of even a single
transition curve requires both a correct electromagnetic
cascade theory and a knowledge of the energy spectrum
of the incident particles over the appropriate range of
energy. Also, for a valid calculation, the e8ect of the
spherical geometry of the ion chamber and of the
shielding must be allowed for in detail.

It has not so far been possible to make a satisfactory
comparison between theory and experiment because of
the lack of tabulated results of cascade-theory calcula-
tions applicable specifically to lead in the range of
energies up to 100 Bev. It is well known that conven-
tional cascade theory is only valid for elements of low

atomic number. A Monte Carlo calculation of cascades

in lead in the energy range below 500 Mev, made by
Wilson, ' showed that the number of electrons emerging

from a lead plate in the vicinity of the cascade maximum

2 R. R. Wilson, Phys. Rev. 86, 261 (1952).
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TABLE I. Differential size-frequency distributions and transition curves of bursts attributed to cascades produced by omnidirectional
electrons and photons incident from the atmosphere. The Ggures in the body of the table are the logarithms to base ten of the omni-
directional rates per sq cm per sec per 10' ion-pairs.

Logio
(size in

ion-pairs) 0
Radial thickness of lead shield (cm)

0.110 0.262 0.360 0.67 1.35 2.02 2.70 3.36 4.04 5.39 6.73 12.0 17.0 22.0 27.0

4.8 4.14 4.20 4.15 4.10
4.9 3.70 3.92 3.88 3.85
5.0 3.32 3.62 3.62 3.63
5.1 2.97 3.32 3.34 3.37
5.2 2.44 2.97 3.04 3.11
5.3 1.89 2.56 2.71 2.79
5.4 0.96 2.15 2.32 2.42
5.5 1.69 1.92 2.05
5.6 1.24 1.49 1.64
5.7 0.74 1.04 1.22
5.8 0.21 0.58 0.78
5.9 1.65 0.11 0.33
6.0 1.02 1.59 1.86
6.1 1.06 1.38
6.2 2.92
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7
6.8
6.9
7.0
7.1

7.2
7.3
7.4
7.5
7.6

4.01 3.82 3.66
3.80 3.61 3.45
3.59 3.37 3.22
3.37 3.16 3.01
3.13 2.96 2.78
2.85 2.72 2.57
2.54 2 45 2 31
2.23 2.19 2.06
1.90 1.96 1.81
1.57 1.68 1.60
1.21 1.42 1.36
0.87 1.13 1.10
0.48 0.84 0.81
0.08 0.54 0.52
1.68 0.21 0.22
1.25 1.87 1.91
2.81 1.51 1.58
2.36 1.13 1.26
3.91 2.73 2.93
3.44 2.35 2.59
4.96 3.94 2.25
5.80 3.54 3.91

3.12 3.56
4.70 3.22
4.29 4.86
5.85 4.49

4.13
h. 77
5.42

3.48
3.27
3.07
2.84
2.63
2.42
2.18
1.95
1.70
1.48
1.23
0.99
0.72
0.45
0.14
1.83
1.52
1.21
2.89
2.61
2 ~ 29
3.99
3.67
3.35
3.03
4.71
4.40
4.07
5.74

3.29 3.10
3.11 2.92
2.90 2.74
2.70 2.55
2.47 2.32
2.27 2.12
2.02 1.87
1.80 1.65
1.56 1.39
1.31 1.15
1.07 0.90
0.81 0.65
0.57 0.37
0.32 0.12
0.04 1.84
1.74 1.57
1.43 1.27
1.15 1.01
2.84 2.72
2.52 2.44
2.22 2.14
3.90 3.84
3.59 3.54
3.29 3.25
4.98 4.95
4.66 4.64
4.36 4.35
4.04 4.04
5.71 5.75

2.85
2.67
2.47
2.39
2.09
1.85
1.62
1.37
1.13
0.85
0.60
0.31
0.05
1.75

2.39 1.58
2.29 1.47
2.18 1.23
2.02 1.05
1.77 0.82
1.51 0.55
1.22 0.28
1.14 0.03
0.77 0.59
0.49 1.41
0.26 1.16
1.97 2.51
1.67 2.03
1.38 3.52
1.08
2.76
2.51
2.22
3.94
3.64
3.34
3.06
4.80
4.51
4.23
5.95
5.69
5.41
5.09

or in penetrating showers is not very di6erent from
that of the electrons and photons incident on the lead
shield from the atmosphere, (3) that two or more over-
lapping simultaneous cascades do not very often con-
tribute to the production of a single burst.

It follows that each elementary layer of the shield
can be considered to generate in the lead beneath it,
for each given size of burst, a transition curve which is
the same as that generated by the incident Aux of
electrons and photons for that size of burst.

The procedure, therefore, is to obtain first a rough
approximation to the transition curve for bursts of a
given size by subtracting any reasonable curve of the
shape shown by the broken line in Fig. 1 from the total.
The growth curve of bursts of this given size produced
from electrons and photons originating within the lead
is then generated by adding together contributions from
successive thin layers of lead until after growth of the
generated curve has ceased. The generated curve is next
fitted to the observed rate at any point beyond 12 cm
of lead. The allowance to be made for the relatively
slow absorption of the producing radiation is readily
found from the observed decrease of rate with thickness
of lead beyond 12 cm. The generated curve is now

subtracted from the main curve to obtain a second
approximation to the desired transition curve for elec-
trons and photons incident from outside, and the whole
process is repeated to give a third and final approxi-
mation.

Before the generated curve was subtracted from the
main curve an additional consideration was introduced.
It is known that inside lead the electromagnetic cascades
that occur are almost all generated from photons, since
direct production of electrons in lead, for example by
the knock-on of electrons by p, mesons, is relatively
much less frequent than the production of photons.
The soft component from the atmosphere on the other
hand, if it is not predominantly electronic near sea
level, will have at least an equal number of electrons
and photons of the energies here involved capable of
producing cascades in lead. Photon-induced cascades
tend to develop slightly later than electron-induced
cascades. To make allowance for this the generated
curve was bodily displaced 0.25 cm, which is about half
a radiation length, towards greater thickness of lead,
before being subtracted from the main curve.

The final result of these subtractions from the rates
given in Table III of II yielded the figures given in
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9.06
8.97
8.84
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10.00
9.46
8.88
8.50
8.48
8.45
8.36
8.00
7.74
7.42
6.84
6.04
5.18
4.72

4.20
3,76
3.38
3.06
2.74
2.48
2.27
2.06
1.86
1.65
1.44

4.20
3.92
3.64
3.39
3.14
2.85
2.54
2.25
1.98
1.70
1.42
1 ~ 13
0.84
0.55
0.24
1.92
1.58
1.26
2.94
2.62
2.30
3.98
3.66
3.34
3.03
4.72
4.40
4.07
5.74

ofa ly to the whole area oto be considered to app y o' This average is to e c
the ion chamber.

the average size

the ea
'

hethe lead shield and t eie radial thicknesses of t
f he transition cur es o

Col 4
per sq cm per sec per ion-



SOFT COMPONENT N EAR SEA LEVEL 1405

particles intersecting the ion chamber was given as
6.3X10' ion-pairs). This suggests that this enhancement
may be related to a high probability of observing elec-
tron pairs produced by the incident photons in the
50-Mev range of the spectrum.

On the basis of the average burst size produced by a
single particle a figure for the average number of par-
ticles in the bursts at any point on the abscissa of
Fig. 3 may be found. However, as will be seen later,
this average is not a correct average for bursts produced
by local cascades. From now on, therefore, we shall call
it the nominal average number of particles in the bursts
and it will be used only for labeling the transition
curves in conformity with previous usage.

0.31II, (Ep,0) = Ep/op.
Eln(EO j so)

—0.37jI

IOOOC

IO

=-2 76

I

LLI
CL

OI

-320
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3. DIFFERENTIAL ENERGY SPECTRUM

The differential energy spectrum of the soft com-
ponent is to be obtained by replotting the curve of
Fig. 3 against the eGective mean energy of the incident
electrons and photons that produce the observed rate
at the maximum of a transition curve instead of against
the burst size in ion-pairs.

According to cascade theory, using the solution under
Approximation B for electrons incident, as derived by
Snyder and Serber and quoted by Rossi, '

Here 1I,„(Eo,0) is the average number of electrons at
the maximum of a cascade initiated by an electron of
energy Eo in a material in which the critical energy is ~0.

Since the absorber is lead and the experimental
arrangement is such that there is no backscattering
into the ion chamber, the number of electrons at the
maximum given by (1) is too large (as discussed above)
by about a factor 2. Therefore we shall use

in Pb II (1)

For lead, eo
——7.6 Mev.

Since the result of cascade theory in (1) is expressed
in terms of number of electrons it is necessary to express
the measured size of the bursts given by the abscissa
of Fig. 3 in terms of the effective average of the number
of electrons in those showers that contribute to the
observed rate near the maximum of a transition curve.
A cascade shower emerging from the shield will tend to
traverse the ion chamber in the form of a narrow pencil
of electrons and so the average path length of the
electrons in a particular shower will depend upon the
distance of the axis of the shower from the center of the
sphere. Even if there is some angular divergence of
the peripheral rays of the shower, in a sphere the length
of the chord along the axis of the shower will still be
quite a good measure of the average path length of the
electrons. Therefore, for a given size of burst, cascades
passing through the middle of the ion chamber will
have less than the average number of particles while
cascades passing near the wall will have more than the
average. Also, because of the hemispherical shape of the
shield, these latter cascades will have developed in a
thickness of lead considerably greater than the radial
thickness of the shield. It follows that the bursts that
contribute to the rate measured near the maximum of a
transition curve are due, if in the central part of the ion
chamber, to cascades initiated by relatively low-energy
electrons or photons, or, if near the margin of the ion
chamber, to cascades arising from higher energy par-
ticles. Since the incident spectrum decreases very
rapidly with energy this implies that the average
number of particles in bursts of a given size, at a transi-
tion-curve maximum, is weighted in favor of cascades
of smaller numbers of particles.

These considerations were found to be of importance
in the preliminary calculation of the transition curves
referred to above —here we shall make use of a result
of this calculation. ' This result is that in the vicinity of

04OOOI

D40000
IO5

BURST SIZE

oT r 8
ion - pairs

FIG. 3. The rates at the maxima of the transition curves plotted
against the size of the bursts.

' In order to reassure the critical reader the mathematical basis
may be outlined as follows. Consider single incident particles
(electrons and photons) intersecting the shield along paths passing
through the ion chamber at a distance r from the center. Let the
energy spectrum of those particles be S(E)dE, and let the transi-
tion curve of bursts of a given size in ion-pairs resulting from these
incident particles be R(N, t)dN, where N is the corresponding
(6xed) number of electrons emerging from the shield into the ion
chamber, t is the thickness of the shield in the line of propagation
of the cascades, and R(N, t) is the rate. Now E is obtainable as a
function of N and t from the curves due to Snyder and Serber
given in reference 3, p. 259, where N is the average number of
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the maximum of any of the transition curves the number
of particles in the cascades averaged over the area of the
ion chamber is only 0.83 of the nominal size obtained by
division of the size in ion-pairs by the mean number of
ion-pairs produced by a single particle. Therefore, after
the size in ion-pairs as given on the abscissa of Fig. 3
was divided by the average number of ion-pairs pro-
duced by a single particle (6.3X10'), it was multiplied

by 0.83, to obtain the average number of particles in
the cascades. Since Fig. 3 is a diBerential curve, when
the abscissa was changed the ordinate scale was altered
to conform by multiplying by the factor (6.3X10'/
0.83X10')=0.76 to give the rates corresponding to a
size diBerential of one particle.

Reading from the new scales, the curve of Fig. 3 was
now replotted against Eo by means of Eqs. (1) and (2)
and &0=7.6 Mev. At the same time the rates were
divided by the number of seconds in one hour and by

electrons produced by an incident particle of energy E at depth t.
If we neglect the efFect of Quctuations, we may write

R(1V t)dcV=S(E)dE=S(E)—dX=S(E)— dX,
BE E B logE,
BN N B logN

and B logE/8 logN can readily be obtained from the family of
curves given by Rossi.

To obtain the transition curve expected for the ion chamber as
a whole it is necessary to calculate the separate curves for bursts
of the same size in ion-pairs but difFerent sizes in number of
particles for a suitably large number of zones of equal area but
difFerent mean radius covering the whole area of the ion chamber
and then add the resulting curves together.

FIG. 4. The omnidirectional differential energy spectrum of the
electrons and photons of the soft component. The upper curve
gives the rate before making correction for the efFect of statistical
Quctuations of the sizes of the cascades.

the area of the ion chamber in sq cm (3600X324). The
curve thus obtained is shown as the upper curve in
Fig. 4 ending at 136 Mev. When this curve has been
corrected for the eGect of Quctuations of the number of
electrons in the cascades it will represent the absolute
omnidirectional diGerential energy spectrum of the soft
component near sea level. The curve has not been
carried to energies smaller than 136 Mev, which is the
energy corresponding to bursts of nominal size 2 par-
ticles or 1.26X 10' ion-pairs (antilog 5.1), because
presumably Eq. (1) is not valid for smaller bursts.

The rather involved series of operations made in
arriving at the upper curve of Fig. 3 may now be
checked back to the gross integral rate given in Table II
of II. Integration of the upper curve yields 1.33X10 '
per sphere of unit area per second for the fiux of elec-
trons and photons capable of producing bursts in the
ion chamber of more than the nominal size 2 particles
(antilog 5.1) under a lead shield of thickness 0.67 cm.
The corresponding number from Table II of II is 1620
per hour in the ion chamber (antilog 3.21). The number
of bursts of more than 2 particles (nominal) generated
by p, mesons in this thickness of lead may be dis-
regarded. Dividing 1622 by 3600&(324, we find a rate
of 1.39X10 ' per sphere of unit area per second to be
compared with 1.33X10 '. Therefore no gross error
has been made.

P(1V,E) =e u11~11V

and the rate will be given by

(3)

R(E)dÃ=dcV S(E)dE P(iV,E)

—rrgwe
=de ~ 5(E)dE . (4)

"0

The effect of fluctuations on the value of R(1V) is
required at that thickness of the layer which produces
the maximum rate R(Ã). Since large contributions to
the integral (4) are made only by cascades initiated by
particles in a small energy range, namely the energy

Both the theoretical calculations of Janossy and Messel and
the Monte Carlo calculations of Wilson support the Poisson
character of the Quctuations near the shower maxima.

4. CORRECTION FOR FLUCTUATIONS

To estimate the eBect of Quctuations, consider the
rate R(E) of cascades of 1V electrons emerging from a
layer of Axed thickness on which electrons and photons
are incident normally with an energy spectrum S(E).
Let P(X,E) be the probability that exactly X emergent
particles are produced by- incident electrons or photons
of energy E and let II(E) be the average number of
emergent particles in the cascades produced by that
energy. Then, if the Poisson distribution ip the correct
one for the fluctuations,
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range corresponding to the width of the Poisson distri-
bution (i.e., those cascades with mean numbers of
particles between II—+II and II+QII, where II is the
mean number of particles in the most effective cascades)
the cascades will be treated as though they contained
a constant number of particles at all thicknesses. Also
the mean number of particles, for simplicity, will be
taken to be exactly proportional to the incident energy
and not as given by Eq. (1).Therefore we shall write

~Absolute flux of electrons of energy
& I MEv from unshielded loN - CHAMBER

O

JO

Absolute sea-level
electron spectrum
GREISEN as readj

by KRAUSHAAR

lo

~Combined mountoin and sea - level

electron spectrum of BARKER

II=EE, (IC=const) . (5)

S(E)dE=CE &dE, (C= const).

Combining (4), (5), and (6)

(6)

The incident energy spectrum in the relevant energy
range will be approximated by a power law with
exponent —y,

io-5

5 los
I

Relative sea- le

electron- photon

of CHOU norm

BARKER'S elec

CEy '
R(X)=

El ~p
e—nd

CE & Xyi'(1V —y+1)
~ (7)

io'—

Absolute sea-level

energy spectrum o
from loN- CHAMBER

The factor CE &/E is the rate that would be observed
if there were no fluctuations and XyI'(X—y+1)/X! is
the factor by which the observed rate must be divided
to correct the spectrum of Fig. 4 for the eGect of
Quctuations. The correction was made by trying diGer-
ent values of p till an approximately self-consistent
result was obtained over the whole energy range, as
shown by the lower curve in Fig. 4 which is the cor-
rected energy spectrum.

Between 136 and 1600 Mev the slope in Fig. 4 of the
omnidirectional diBerential spectrum changes gradually
from —2.20 to —2.35. Above 1600 Mev the spectrum
may be represented by a power law of slope —3.00.
At 1600 Mev, where the slope changes rather abruptly,
the rate is 3.0)&10 ' per sq cm per sec per Mev. For
energies involving cascades of less than 2 particles at
the cascade maximum the spectrum cannot be deter-
mined by this method. It is of considerable interest to
integrate the spectrum in the energy range above
136 Mev and try to extend it towards lower energies by
means of other information.

S. INTEGRAL ENERGY SPECTRUM

The integral spectrum is shown in Fig. 5 by the solid
curve ending at 136 Mev. From the ion-chamber
measurements one additional experimental point can
be plotted on Fig. 5 using the rate of occurrence of
electron bursts of all sizes in the unshielded ion chamber
as given in Table I of I. The smallest reliably detected
size of burst is 2.5X10 ion-pairs-which corresponds to
about 0.7-Mev energy release in the ion chamber (for
comparison the average burst size due to a single
relativistic particle is 6.3X10 ion-pairs corresponding

l00 Iooo

ENERG Y IN MEV

lOOOOO

FIG. 5. The omnidirectional integral energy spectrum of the
electrons and photons of the soft component near sea level com-
pared with previous measurements made by others.

6. COMPARISON WITH OTHER MEASUREMENTS

The results of other experiments giving the energy
spectrum of the soft component near sea level are shown
in Fig. 5. Greisen' measured the integral energy spec-
trum of electrons over the range from 3.4 to 18.9 Mev,

K. Greisen, Phys. Rev. 63, 323 (1943).

to 1.8 Mev). Therefore the rate 8.5X10' per hour, or
8.4&&10 ' per sphere of unit area per sec, can be taken
as a measure of the Qux of electrons of energy greater
than 0.7 Mev. As an argument that this rate may be
fairly accurate it should be noted that the omnidirec-
tional Qux of p mesons in the ion chamber, yielding
bursts larger than this size (2.5X10 ion-pairs), is given
in the same table as 1.95X10' per hour which happens
to agree exactly with the accepted Qux of p mesons near
sea level, 1.68X10 ' per sphere of unit area per sec,
for a sphere of 324 sq cm.

Before the total Aux of electrons is plotted in Fig. 5
the rate should perhaps be increased to make it con-
sistent with the remainder of the graph. This is because
the graph includes the Aux of photons as well as elec-
trons and it is generally believed that these are about
equal in number at sea level at energies around 100
Mev. For the present, however, the rate for the elec-
trons only has been used for the additional experimental
point in Fig. 5.
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using an essentially omnidirectional Geiger counter
arrangement with carbon absorbers. His absolute in-

tensity at 10 Mev was readjusted by Kraushaar' from
0.0041 to 0.0060 per sq cm per sec and in Fig. 5 Greisen's
experimental points have been readjusted by this factor.
Barker' more recently has given the integral spectrum
of electrons up to 395 Mev obtained by means of a very
narrow-angle counter telescope used in conjunction
with a cloud chamber containing absorbing plates. The
spectrum given by Barker is a relative one obtained by
adding together sea level and mountain data but he
gives a figure for the absolute rate of all electrons of
energy greater than 10 Mev near sea level (0.0056
+0.000S cm—' sec ') and his relative curve has been
adjusted to this rate in Fig. 3. The experimental points
were plotted from figures kindly provided by Dr. Barker
and the curve drawn through them differs slightly from
the one given in his paper. Chou" used two large plastic
scintillators sandwiching a lead plate and he measured
only relative rates (for the electrons and photons
separately) between 300 and 2000 Mev. In his case
therefore the curve reproduced in Fig. 5 shows only the
shaPe of the combined electron-photon spectrum at
sea level.

The results of other measurements, mostly relative
and mostly at mountain elevations, have been sum-
marized by Puppi" who makes the comment, writing
in 1954 before Barker's paper appeared, that, "as 'to

the shape of the spectrum of this component and its
variation with depth ~ the information which we pos-
sess today is not very great. "

7. RANGE AND ACCURACY OP THE
ENERGY SPECTRUM

The range of energy covered in the present work
greatly exceeds that of previous investigations. The
range is 200 times that measured by Barker and 30
times that investigated by Chou.

Three separate considerations are involved in assess-

ing the probable accuracy. The 6rst concerns the
measurements and their analysis as far as the curve
reproduced in Fig. 3; the second is the conversion from
ion-pairs to eGective numbers of particles; the third is
the use of cascade theory to convert from numbers of
particles to energies.

The basic observation consists of counting the num-

ber of bursts larger than a given size that occur in a
suitable time interval. Hence the accuracy of the
determination of pulse size is the principal factor that
must be discussed with regard to Fig. 3 and this involves
review of the procedure used for routine calibration of
the apparatus.

Calibration pulses, continuously variable in size,

W. L. Kraushaar, Phys. Rev. 76, 1045 (1949).' P. R. Barker, Phys. Rev. 100, 860 (1955).
10 C. N, Chou, Phys. Rev. 90, 473 (1953).
"G. Puppi, Progress sa Cosmec Ray Physecs (Nor-th Holland

Publishing Company, Amsterdam, 1956), p. 371.
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IO Ion- pairs

Fzo. 6. The approximate percentages of the observed gross rates
at the maxima of the transition curves which were subtracted to
correct for bursts due to p mesons, protons, stars, and extensive
showers and for bursts due to cascades engendered in the lead
shield.

were injected into the ion-chamber collecting electrode
through a fixed air-dielectric condenser using a step-
voltage provided by a precision helical potentiometer
calibrated against a standard cell. Charge injected into
the system in this manner is exactly equivalent to
charge injected by ionization in the ion chamber. The
output was measured in four different ranges of size

(by, respectively, a sealer, a 10-channel pulse-height
analyzer, and two recording pens) so as to cover a range
of pulse size of more than three decades between about
2.5)&10' ion-pairs and 10' ion-pairs. The accuracy of,

measurement of the output pulses within each range of
size varied but it can be taken that the larger pulses in

each range were determined with a relative accuracy
of a1%.

The absolute accuracy of pulse size in ion-pairs
depends upon the figure used for the capacity of the
injection condenser. Limits of *2% were quoted for
this in I. The sizes given in I, II, and in this paper, in

ion-pairs, are absolute within this accuracy except for
the correction (+11% on the average, see I) for the
fact that only the negative-ion contribution to pulse
size is measured: however, the absolute size of the
bursts in ion-pairs has not been required for the
establishment of the energy spectrum as deduced in

the present paper.
The above estimate of the relative accuracy of the

pulse-size calibration is upheld by the self-consistency
of the measurements. During more recent experiments
of a few weeks duration at 10 700 feet altitude, in a
period of quiet sun, the measured rates were consistent
after barometer correction to &2%, which implies
pulse-height consistency to ~1%. The measurements

contributing to Fig. 3 extended over about three years
and appeared to be consistent in rate at least within

&10% whenever the bursts recorded were not so few

that the statistical accuracy was poor.

40%
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Next, we have to consider that sundry subtractions
were made before the rates plotted in Fig. 3 were
found. The percentages that were subtracted are indi-
cated in Fig. 6. The rates all come from the @sexiest of
the transition curves so that the situation is favorable
as regards the proportion subtracted. From just above
pulse size 10' ion-pairs and for all larger sizes the pro-
portion subtracted representing the sum of the p,-meson,
proton, star, and extensive shovrer components is alvrays
less than 30%%uo, and in general less than 15%, of the
measured rate. The proportion subtracted on account of
the cascades that are engendered within the lead varies
from only a few percent for the small bursts to about
15% for the largest bursts. Thus, in general these
subtractions have little eGect on the accuracy. There-
fore, allowing for some improvement from the graphical
smoothing, the relative accuracy of the rates of Fig. 3,
between pulse sizes 10 ion-pairs and 10' ion-pairs, can
be given as &5%. Beyond 10 ion-pairs the statistical
inaccuracy of the counting supervenes. The radius of
the experimental points shown on Fig. 3 represents 7%
in the rate and 3.5%%uo in the size.

Next, the conversion from ion-pairs to the average
number of electrons in the cascades must be considered.
There are two ways of finding the conversion factor.
One, which we have not used except as a check, depends
upon the absolute electrical calibration of the ion
chamber and is potentially the more accurate. It was
used for the comparison of calculated and measured
p,-meson bursts shown in Fig. 9 of I. One uncertainty of
this method is the 6gure to be used for the average
number of electron volts per ion-pair for argon at
50 atmos pressure, since there may be some loss of ions
by columnar recombination.

The conversion factor that was used, 6.3&104 ion-
pairs per relativistic electron, vras determined from the
shape of the p-meson pulse-height distribution. The
figure was checked (see Fig. 7 of II) by a comparison
vrith the Carnegie Meter data for the rate of large
bursts under 12 cm of lead. The agreement was within

the statistical accuracy of our observations for the
rather infrequent large bursts involved. The limits of
error by this method should be set at &10% in the
conversion factor or about &20% in the rates.

At present the Anal conversion from particle number
to energy is the most uncertain step but it can be im-

proved vrhen dependable theoretical data becomes avail-
able. Consider, for example, the factor 2 that vras

introduced in Kq. (2). The energy value assigned to
any of the measured rates in the spectrum is directly
proportional to this factor so the rate assigned at a
particular value of the energy will be proportional to
this factor to the power y, where —y is the exponent of
the spectrum. Thus, in a region where the integral
spectrum varies as E 2 the rate would be increased 21%%uo

by a 10% increase of the factor 2. The present writer
is not prepared to assign 6rm limits of error to the
factor 2 that has been used. It might nevertheless be
safe to say that the rate given in the integral spectrum
of Fig. 5 is certainly within a factor 2 of the correct
absolute value and that, allowing for the uncertainty of
the correction for Quctuations, the relative rate, or the
shape of the curve, is correct to within &20%.

The question of the possible inQuence of secondary
photons and cascade electrons generated in the atmos-
phere and accompanying the highest energy electrons
closely enough to intersect the ion chamber is left open
for the present. There is no doubt that this must occur
but possibly the eGect upon the spectrum as obtained
from the rates at the maxima of the transition curves
is small.
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