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that all mesons are reabsorbed. A direct measurement
of the ratio of photostars (3 prongs) to free mesons
produced in emulsion by 315-Mev bremsstrahlung was
made by George!® who found 7.6 when single-meson
tracks as well as mesons with associated prongs were
included. When photostars of all prongs and neutral
mesons are included, the total meson yield is 129, of
the total photostar yield. Calculations from Butler’s
model by George® give 8-139,, whereas the optical
model gives a much higher (50-609,) meson yield.
Reduction of the solid curve by this amount would
improve agreement with the lower energy photostar
yields, but would account for only approximately half
of the 400-500 Mev photostars. Experiments at higher

AND C. E. ROOS
bremsstrahlung energies would help decide whether the
photostar cross section continues to remain high.
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The integral size-frequency distributions of ionization bursts
near sea level were measured in a thin-walled (F inch steel),
8-inch diameter, spherical ion-chamber filled with argon at 50
atmos pressure, under 14 different thicknesses of lead ranging
from 0.11 cm to 22 cm. The measurements, along with those
already published for the ion chamber with no shield and with a
27-cm lead shield, represent some 15000 hours of recording. The
range of size covered extends from about 3)X10* to 108 ion pairs.
In a subsidiary experiment the size-frequency distributions of
bursts directly associated with extensive air showers were meas-
ured and to these were added, at each thickness of the shield, the
bursts due to single u mesons, protons, and stars derived from the
analysis already published. These totals were then subtracted

1. GENERAL

E reported in I! the cosmic-ray ionization pulses

or bursts observed in an unshielded, thin-walled,

8-inch diameter, spherical ion-chamber (volume 4.4
liters, with 50 atmospheres argon at 0°C) at 400 feet
above sea level at Deep River, Ontario (lat 46° 06’ N,
long 70° 30" W). The wall of the ion-chamber was steel,
te-inch thick. The pulse-recording equipment was
capable of dealing, in the same experimental run, with
bursts of a range of size of nearly four decades and the
bursts due to single cosmic-ray mesons and electrons
were measurable. The bursts observed in the ion
chamber under a 27-cm-thick shield of lead were also
reported in I and a comparison of the two size-frequency
distribution curves, unshielded and shielded, permitted

* A preliminary report of some of these measurements was
given at the Chicago Meeting of the American Physical Society,
November, 1953 [H. Carmichael and J. F. Steljes, Phys. Rev.
93, 913(A) (1954)].

1 H. Carmichael and J. F. Steljes, Phys. Rev. 99, 1542 (1955).

from the gross size-frequency distributions. The bursts remaining
are almost wholly due to the electrons and photons of the soft
component and to the radiative and knock-on processes of u
mesons. Transition curves of these bursts (Rossi curves) are given
for selected sizes, corresponding (on the average) to showers of
1,2, 4,8, ---, 512 electrons crossing the ion chamber. There is
no sign of a second maximum in these transition curves. There
is strong evidence that the cascades which give rise to the “first”
maximum originate from single electrons or photons incident on
the lead shield and hence these experimental results are suitable
for a straightforward comparison with cascade theory in an
energy range extending to some 50 Bev. Indications of a transition
effect of the bursts attributed to stars are noted.

analysis of both curves into separate components
representing the size-frequency distributions of the
bursts due to single 4 mesons, electrons, single protons,
stars, extensive showers, and cascades originating in
the lead.

In continuation of this work, bursts have been meas-
ured with 14 other thicknesses of the lead shield,
ranging from 0.11 cm to 22.0 cm, and it is the purpose
of this paper to present these observations. It should
be noted that the measurements are basic in the sense
that there was no preselection of the events by counter
telescope or other means, so that the results comprise
all the ionization bursts that arise, in a spherical
vessel, from the omnidirectional flux of the cosmic
radiation at the site of the experiment. In a subsidiary
experiment the bursts that occurred in coincidence
with extensive air showers were directly measured for
several thicknesses of the lead shield.

An analysis of the results is given which yields as its
principal result a family of transition curves showing



COSMIC-RAY BURSTS UNDER Pb

O o N \\‘\ - N \‘ - j\

. 7/ ION-CHAMBERY . ™ . ™ A
NG S N .
. B Y RSN
HEMISPHERICAL \ Q /’—

LEAD SHIELDING \_ i /
S

27 cn{ ——f

F1G. 1. The 8-inch diameter ion chamber with the 27-cm
thick hemispherical lead shield.

the rates of occurrence of electromagnetic cascade
bursts (excluding those associated with extensive
showers) of any given size (ranging to cascades of 500
electrons) as a function of thickness of the lead shield.
These curves are closely analogous to the well-known
Rossi? curve originally measured with counters. Another
result of the analysis indicates a transition effect under
lead associated with the bursts arising from stars.

2. APPARATUS

The ion chamber, recording methods, and calibration
have already been described in I.

The lead shielding was hemispherical and is indicated
in Fig. 1. Thicknesses 0.110, 0.262, 0.370, 0.67, 1.35,
2.02, 2.70, 3.36, 4.04, 5.39, and 6.73 cm (these are not
shown in Fig. 1) were formed by successively adding
closely fitting hemispheres, the weight resting on the
ion chamber. The 12-cm shield was a single hemisphere
which replaced the thinner ones and had a }-inch gap
between it and the ion chamber. The 17-, 22-, and 27-cm
thicknesses were formed by adding in succession single
hemispheres, the outer one weighing more than 1000 1b.

The choice of hemispherical rather than spherical
shielding was given careful consideration before the
experiment was started. It was hoped, because of the
greater convenience, that a valid experiment could be
performed with hemispherical shielding. Therefore,
some 2000 hours were devoted to making two test runs,
one with a lead hemisphere of moderate thickness
(4.04 cm) surrounding the lower half of the ion chamber,
and one with the ion chamber resting in contact with a
horizontal lead plate, one meter square and S cm thick.
The results are plotted in Fig. 2 (curves (c) and (b),
respectively) in comparison with the integral size-
frequency distribution of bursts in the unshielded ion
chamber [curve (a)] already reported in I. Also shown
in Fig. 2 is the result obtained (see below) with the
4.04-cm lead hemisphere above the ion chamber [curve

(d)J.

2 B. Rossi, Z. Physik. 82, 151 (1933); Rend. reale accad. naz.
Lincei. 17, 1073 (1933).
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F1G. 2. The size-frequency distributions of the larger bursts:
(a) unshielded ion chamber; (b) with a horizontal plate of lead
5-cm thick and 1-meter square below and in contact with the ion
chamber; (c) with the lower half of the ion chamber in a closely
fitting lead hemisphere 4.04 cm thick; (d) with the same lead
hemisphere covering the upper half of the ion chamber.

In Fig. 2, at burst size 107 ion pairs the integral
rates per 1000 hours are

(a) ion chamber unshielded, 3+ 2;
(b) with lead plate below, S+ 2;
(c) with 4.04 cm lead hemisphere below, 26+ 10;
(d) with 4.04 cm lead hemisphere above, 250-100.

The increase produced by the hemisphere surrounding
the lower half of the ion chamber is significant but the
increase seen with the flat plate below is small and
within the experimental error of the observations. It
was concluded that the increased rate observed with a
lead hemisphere surrounding the lower half of the ion
chamber must be attributed to cascades generated in a
forward and downward direction by particles inter-
secting the rim of the hemisphere. Therefore, especially
to be avoided was an experiment in which the lower
half of the ion chamber was permanently surrounded
by a thick lead hemisphere. Further, the result with
the flat lead plate showed that true backscattering
effects were not large. So it was decided that the
measurements would be made with the lower half of
the ion chamber completely unshielded. At this time
the apparatus was not capable of measuring with good
accuracy bursts smaller than those plotted in TFig. 2,
but certainly no large backscattering effects in the
region of smaller bursts were indicated.
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TasLE I. Integral size-frequency distributions of bursts under lead. The figures are the logarithms to base ten of computed rates
per hour (see text). Where the computed figures differ by more than 5%, or by more than the statistical error, from the readings

taken off the measured curves, corrections are given.

logio Duration of run (hours)

(size 4483 960 381 269 360 201 398 289 1453 559 667 561 1852
ion Thickness of lead shield (cm)

pairs) 0 0.110 0.262 0.360 0.67 135 202 2.70 3.36 4.04 5.39 6.73 12.0 17.0 220  27.0
43 4.52 4.35 4.31
44 446 4.32 4.28
45 441 4.27 4.23
4.6 4.35 cee cee oo “ee cee cen cee “en cen “ae 4.21 cen Y 4.17
47 4.28 4.31 4.31 431 4.30 4.27 423 4.21 4.19 4.18 4.16 4.15 4.14 412 4.11 4.10
48 4.02 4.09 4.09 4.09 4.09 4.04 4.01 3.97 3.96 3.94 3.92 3.91 3.88 3.87 3.86 3.85
4.9 3.66 3.77 3.80 3.81 3.82 3.75 3.70 3.66 3.62 3.59 3.56 3.54 3.51 3.49 3.48 347
50 3.32 3.50 3.53 3.56 3.59 3.52 3.46 3.41 3.36 3.32 3.27 3.24 3.19 3.7 3.15 3.14
5.1 2.98 3.20 3.27 3.32 3.37 3.31 3.23 3.17 3.11 3.06 3.00 2.96 3.89 2.86 2.84 2.83
5.2 2.62 2.90 2.99 3.05 3.14 3.11 3.02 2.96 2.90 2.83 2.75 2.68 2.60 2.56 2.53 2.51
53 227 2.60 2.70 2.79 2.91 2.92 2.84 2.77 2.69 2.61 2.52—0.04 2.44 2.33 2.28 2.25 2.23
54 204 231 2.44—0.04 2.52—0.03 2.69 2.74 2.66 2.60 2.52—0.03 2.43—0.03 2.32—0.04 2.24—0.03 2.11 2.06 2.01 1.9
55 1.85 2.05 2.17—0.03 2.26—0.03 2.47 2.56 2.50 244 2.35-—0.03 2.26—0.03 2.14—0.04 2.05 1.92 1.86 1.81 1.77
5.6 1.67 1.79 1.91 1.99 2.23 2.39 235 2.28 2.18 2.09 1.96—0.03 1.87 1.73 1.67 1.62 1.58
5.7 147 1.55 1.65 1.7340.03 1.9940.03 2.20 2.17 2.11 2.01 1.92 1.78—0.03 1.67 1.54 148 1.42 1.38
58 1.21 1.26 1.354-0.03 1.43+0.05 1.73-+0.02 1.98 1.98 1.92 1.83 1.73 1.57 147 1.33 1.27 1.22 1.18
5.9 0.80 0.8540.07 0.954+0.09 1.04+0.10 1.42+40.03 1.75 1.77 172 1.62 1.51 1.33 1.22 1.08 1.02—0.03 0.99 0.96
6.0 0.43 0.4740.09 0.574+0.13 0.6740.14 1.11+0.04 1.53 1.56 1.51 1.43 1.32 1.12 0.99 0.85 0.81—0.04 0.78—0.03 0.76
6.1 0.08 0.124-0.07 0.1940.18 0.33+0.13 0.78-4-0.06 1.28 1.34 1.30 1.23 1.13 0.91 0.79 0.64 0.61—0.03 0.59 0.57
62 1,74 --- 1.8740.17 --- 0.49--0.04 1.04 1.12 1.09 1.03 0.93 0.59 0.45 0.41—0.02 0.40 0.39
6.3 1.39 1.524-0.19 0.14+0.10 0.77 0.89 0.87 0.83 0.74 0.38 0.26 0.23 0.22 0.22
6.4 2.94 1.154-0.20 1.804-0.14 0.49 0.66 0.66 0.62 0.55 0.21 0.07 0.05 0.04 0.04
6.5 2.47 2.834-0.19 1.4840.16 0.20 0.43 0.46 0.41 0.35 0.02 1.88 1.87 1.86 1.85
6.6 2.11 2.63 1.194+0.16 1.92 0.20 0.25 0.21 0.16 1.84 1.71 1.69 1.68 1.68
6.7 3.88 2.47 2.9340.15 1.65+0.05 1.96 0.04 0.00 1.97 1.65 1.53 1.52 1.51 1.50
6.8 3.69 2.32 2.7140.13 1.384-0.08 1.73 1.83 1.79 1.77 147 1.36 1.35 1.34 1.33
6.9 3.52 2.16 2.524+0.08 1.1140.12 1.50 1.62 1.59 1.58 1.29 1.19 117 1.16 1.16
7.0 3.34 2.12 2.35+0.04 2.864-0.14 1.26 1.41 T1.40 1.39 1.11 1.01 T1.00 2.99 2.98
7.5 4.47 3.32 3.65 3.94 2.20 237 2.30 2.38 2.19 2.14 2.3 2.12 2.12

3. RESULTS

(a) All Bursts

The long runs (varying from 200 to nearly 2000 hours
each, depending upon the thickness of lead) necessary
to establish the rates of occurrence of the larger bursts
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Fic. 3. The size-frequency distributions of the bursts that
occur in coincidence with extensive air showers, for the ion
chamber unshielded and with 4 representative thicknesses of the
hemispherical lead shield.

(the sizes from 108 to 108 ion pairs) were made with the
vibrating reed equipment (see I), and the smaller
bursts were measured in shorter runs using the elec-
trometer tube equipment with frequent recycling of
shield thicknesses. The measured rates were corrected
for barometer effect to a pressure of 997 mb by using
coefficients of —39, per cm Hg for bursts of less than
10° ion pairs and — 109, per cm Hg for all larger bursts.
A small discontinuity at size 10° ion pairs occasionally
introduced by this treatment of the data disappeared
in the graphical smoothing process described in the
next paragraph (also the shorter runs for measuring
the smaller bursts were always made at times when the
barometric pressure was near its mean value).

The corrected observations, including those with no
lead above the ion chamber, were plotted in the form
of integral size-frequency distributions on a very large
sheet of graph paper. Smooth curves, removing only
minor irregularities, were drawn through the experi-
mental points. In regions where the curves for successive
thicknesses of the shield were closely spaced, the
delineation of each individual curve was to some extent
assisted by the shape of its nearest neighbors.

This graph is too large and detailed for satisfactory
reproduction and the original experimental points are
too numerous for economical tabulation but all of the
curves may be reproduced to within 459 or to within
the limits of the statistical error, whichever is the
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greater, by means of Table I. The figures in Table I
are the sums of the smoothed components used in the
analysis described in Sec. 4. In several places, where
these sums differed by more than 5%, from the original
smoothed curves, the corrections required to obtain
these latter curves are given. The agreement of five of
the curves represented in Table I with the original
experimental points may be inspected in Figs. 3 and 5
of I and in Figs. 4, 7, and 8 in this paper.

(b) Bursts Associated with Extensive Showers

The ion chamber was gated by a 30-inch-diameter
ion chamber placed at the same level about 3 meters
away as already described in I. Only those bursts in
the 8-inch ion chamber which were associated with
bursts in the 30-inch ion chamber of size corresponding
to at least 4 extensive shower particles intersecting
that ion chamber were recorded. Measurements were
made with no shield (see Fig. 4 of I) and with 0.26 (see
Fig. 8 of this paper), 0.67, 1.35, 2.02 (see Fig. 4 of this
paper), 4.04, and 6.73-cm shields. The durations of
these runs (from 50 to 300 hours each) were selected to
establish the size-frequency distributions of these bursts
with accuracy no more than sufficient for analysis of
the main curves. The experimental observations at
each thickness of lead were approximated within the
experimental errors by straight (power law) lines, five
of which are shown in Fig. 3. At and beyond 12 cm of
lead these bursts were negligible (less than 19}) in
comparison with the gross rates. For the analysis
described in the following section, for those thicknesses
of the shield where the bursts due to extensive showers
were not measured, interpolated curves were drawn.

4. ANALYSIS

(a) Transition Curves of Electromagnetic
Cascades in Lead

The component size-frequency distributions of the
bursts due to single u mesons, single protons, and stars
were derived in I for the zero and 27-cm shield thick-
nesses by analysis of the gross distribution curves. In
that analysis it was taken that the rates of these bursts
decreased exponentially with increasing thickness of
lead and the absorption coefficient, 4.7X 103 g7 cm?,
was found for the protons and assumed for the stars.
For mesons the value® 0.38X107® g7 cm? was assumed.
It follows that the proton, star, and u-meson bursts can
be computed for each of the other thicknesses of the
lead shield. Hence, for each thickness of the lead shield
the sum of the measured (or interpolated) bursts due
to extensive showers and the computed bursts due to
protons, stars, and u mesons was found and subtracted
from the gross measured size-frequency distribution.
The resulting integral distributions, attributed to bursts
caused by electron-photon cascades, were plotted and

3 W. L. Kraushaar, Phys. Rev. 76, 1045 (1949).
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F1c. 4. The smoothed size-frequency distribution of bursts
caused by electromagnetic cascades under a 2.02-cm lead shield,
obtained by subtracting the four component distributions shown
by broken lines from the measured total distribution: the full
line through the experimental points is the sum of all five compo-
nents.

curves drawn smoothing only the minor irregularities
of adjacent points. Most of these new curves were
quite free from local bulges or discontinuities of slope,

10 T [
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Fic. 5. The smoothed size-frequency distributions of bursts
caused by electromagnetic cascades for all the thicknesses of the
lead shield. The points shown on the curve for the 1.35-cm-thick
shield are not the original experimental readings but derive from
the readings taken from the slightly smoothed curve first drawn
through the experimental points. These points are given to
indicate the amount of additional smoothing introduced in this
step of the analysis. Note added in proof.—The 2.70 cm arrow
should be lengthened to the next adjacent curve.
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TasLE II. Integral size-frequency distributions of bursts attributed to electron-photon cascades.
The figures are the logarithms to base ten of the rates per hour.

log1o
(size
in Thickness of lead shield (cm)

pzlg:’ls) 0 0.110 0.262 0.360 0.67 1.35 2.02 2.70 3.36 4.04 5.39 6.73 12.0 17.0 22.0 27.0
47 372 384 38 38 38 3.68 356 345 335 326 3.16 3.08 299 296 295 294
48 348 368 369 3.69 3.69 356 344 333 323 313 3.03 294 285 282 28 280
49 310 346 350 3.52 354 342 330 3.19 309 299 288 278 268 264 263 262
50 272 323 329 334 339 327 316 3.05 295 285 273 262 250 247 246 245
51 239 296 307 314 321 314 302 291 281 270 258 246 233 230 229 228
52 190 266 281 290 3.02 298 287 277 266 256 242 229 216 212 211 210
53 121 234 252 263 281 282 272 263 252 241 226 213 199 195 194 193
54 010 199 221 234 258 265 256 248 236 225 209 196 181 177 176 1.75
55 ... 1.62 188 204 234 247 241 232 221 209 192 179 164 160 159 1.58
5.6 123 133 172 209 230 225 217 205 193 175 161 146 143 142 141
5.7 080 117 138 1.84 211 208 201 1890 177 158 144 129 125 124 1.23
5.8 034 078 102 157 191 191 1.8 173 160 140 126 111 108 107 1.06
5.9 183 037 065 129 170 172 166 156 143 122 108 094 091 090 0.89
6.0 130 194 029 099 148 152 147 139 126 103 090 0.76 073 072 071
6.1 276 150 191 067 125 131 127 120 109 085 072 058 056 055 054
6.2 ..« 106 --- 035 1.00 109 106 101 09 --- 054 040 038 037 036
6.3 .o 261 001 074 086 086 081 0.72 036 023 021 020 0.19
6.4 .o 216 166 046 063 065 0.60 0.53 0.19 006 004 003 0.2
6.5 3.72 130 016 040 044 040 0.34 001 188 187 18 1.85
6.6 e ... 294 18 016 023 0.9 0.15 183 171 169 168 1.67
6.7 <. 2356 156 192 002 198 195 165 153 152 151 150
6.8 ... 219 126 167 180 177 176 --- 147 136 135 1.3¢4 1.33
6.9 380 294 142 158 157 156 --- 129 1.19 7117 116 115
7.0 340 262 117 136 136 135 --- 111 1.01 1.00 299 298
7.1 .o 0229 201 114 115 115 293 2.8 283 282 281
7.2 396 265 292 294 295 ... 275 267 2.65 2.64 2.63
7.3 362 238 270 273 274 .- 256 249 348 247 246
74 329 212 248 252 253 ... 238 232 231 230 2.29
7.5 e 385 224 230 2.32 219 214 213 212 2.1

as shown for example in Fig. 4, but the curves for the
four thinnest shields each had a bulge in the region of
size corresponding to the bursts from stars. This bulge
can be seen in Fig. 8 for the 0.26-cm shield.

It was assumed that this bulge found in these curves
at small thicknesses of lead was not caused by electron-
photon cascade bursts but belonged to a superimposed
effect and the curves were redrawn as shown, for ex-
ample, in Fig. 8 omitting the bulge. The bursts omitted
in this way were allocated to the stars as discussed
below in 4(b).

All the integral distribution curves found in this way
are shown in Fig. 5 and may be replotted from the
coordinates given in Table II. On one of the curves of
Fig. 5 (for the 1.35-cm shield) the points through which
the curve was drawn are also shown. It should be noted
here that the accuracy of many of the curves of Fig. 5
over most of their range is comparable with the accuracy
of the original gross readings. This may be seen by
examination of Fig. 4 where it is evident that the
amount subtracted is less than 209}, except near the
two ends of the curve. Further, even if the corrections
to the four thinnest shields for bursts ascribed to stars

had not been made, the aspect of the family of curves
in Fig. 5 would have remained essentially the same.

The next step was the conversion of the integral
readings of Table II to their exact differential equiva-
lents given in Table III. This was done directly from
the integral logarithmic graphs of Fig. 5 by using the
relation

lOgm (d[/dS) = lOgu) tan(H—logwI— long~ SO,

where dI/dS is the rate per hour of bursts of size .S,
per 10° ion-pair interval, and § is the angle of slope of
the graph at size § ion pairs such that logdl/logdS
=tanf. Transition curves are given by the successive
rows of Table ITI and are plotted in Fig. 6, where each
curve shows the absolute rate of occurrence in the ion
chamber, of bursts of exactly a certain size, per 10
lon-pair interval, as a function of the thickness of the
lead shield.

(b) Evidence for a Transition Effect of Bursts
Associated with Star Processes

The bursts identified in T as arising from star processes
occurring in the unshielded ion chamber were character-
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TasLE III. Differential size-frequency distributions of bursts attributed to electron-photon cascades. The figures are the logarithms
to base ten of the rates per hour per size interval of 105 ion pairs.

logio
(size
in Thickness of lead shield (cm)

p;(i)xx—ls) 0 0.110 0.262 0.360 0.67 1.35 2.02 2.70 3.36 4,04 5.39 6.73 12.0 17.0 22.0 27.0
47 427 424 422 420 414 402 390 379 369 360 350 342 333 330 329 328
48 414 420 416 411 404 389 377 3.66 3.56 348 341 333 329 326 325 3.24
49 370 392 38 38 382 367 355 342 334 324 316 3.08 3.02 298 297 296
50 332 362 362 36+ 361 342 331 320 310 301 291 28 274 271 270 269
51 297 332 334 338 339 320 308 296 287 278 267 259 247 244 243 242
52 244 296 305 311 314 299 285 273 262 254 243 232 220 216 215 214
53 1.89 256 271 279 285 274 261 251 239 230 217 205 193 1.80 1.8 1.87
54 096 215 232 242 254 247 235 226 214 205 192 180 165 161 160 1.59
55 ..+ 1.69 192 205 224 221 210 202 190 180 165 153 138 134 133 1.32
5.6 124 149 164 190 197 18 176 166 154 139 125 110 1.07 1.06 1.05
5.7 075 104 122 157 170 162 153 140 129 112 098 083 079 078 0.77
5.8 021 058 078 121 143 138 128 115 103 085 0.72 055 052 051 0.0
59 165 0.1 033 087 114 112 103 08 077 057 044 028 025 024 0.23
6.0 102 159 1.8 048 085 084 070 064 050 031 016 000 197 196 195
6.1 ... 106 138 008 055 054 049 039 024 002 18 172 7170 169 1.6
6.2 cee cee ... 167 021 024 018 011 196 --- 159 T4 142 T41 7140
6.3 cee cee ... 125 18 193 187 181 1.69 131 117 115 114 113
6.4 e cee .. 281 151 160 156 1.51 140 104 290 28 287 286
6.5 ‘e .-« 236 144 128 125 122 113 277 262 261 2.60 2.5
6.6 e ... 391 274 296 294 291 283 249 235 233 232 231
6.7 ... 344 235 261 2.65 2.60 2.6 221 207 206 205 2.04
6.8 ... 496 394 227 233 291 226 393 38 379 378 3.77
6.9 447 354 393 203 398 3.96 365 353 351 350 349
7.0 .. 312 358 371 367 3.65 337 325 324 323 322
7.1 ... 470 323 339 337 336 308 498 497 196 495
7.2 429 487 307 306 3.05 4.80 471 469 1.68 4.67
7.3 585 451 475 475 477 152 443 442 441 140
7.4 541 214 444 245 146 423 416 415 414 113
7.5 .. 577 %11 413 415 596 5.8 587 58 5.85

ized by a frequency of occurrence which was an expo-
nential function of size. Under 27 cm of lead the star
bursts were obscured by the more numerous electronic
cascade bursts originating in the lead. Under 12 cm of
lead, as shown in Fig. 7, the star component is de-
tectable but it amounts, at the most favorable point on
the distribution curve, to only 144-39%, of the gross
rate. On the basis of this observation it was assumed
in I that the star bursts had an absorption mean free
path of 215 g cm™2 equal to that found for the proton
component.

Now, as has just been mentioned above, with the
four thinnest lead shields (0.11 to 0.67 cm) in the
general region of size of the star bursts there are some
bursts, as indicated for example by the shaded areas
in Fig. 8, that have not been included with the elec-
tronic cascades. These extra bursts appear to have an
exponential size-frequency distribution very similar to
that of the star component. In fact, if the star compo-
nent is increased by 509, in Fig. 8, most of the dis-
crepancy disappears. A still better fit may be obtained
by adding an exponential with a slightly greater re-
laxation length to represent the extra bursts. For the

thicknesses of lead in which these extra bursts are
visible, their number appears to increase in proportion
with thickness so that at 0.67 cm we find an increase
approaching 1009,. The effect, unfortunately, cannot
be followed in these experiments beyond 0.67 cm of
lead because of the increasing numbers of bursts due
to electronic cascades.

Though surprisingly large and sudden as measured
in our experiments, the above effect is probably to be
identified with the known* transition effect of star-
producing cosmic radiation in lead. We do not know
how much of it may be due to the production of addi-
tional stars in the gas and how much, if any, is in the
form of small showers directly emitted by the lead.

5. DISCUSSION

(a) Average Burst Size Produced by Particles
at Minimum Ionization

Since the results of cascade shower theory are given
in terms of the numbers of particles in a shower, it is of

4 Schopper, Hocker, and Kuhn, Phys. Rev. 82, 444 (1951),
and references therein.
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F1G. 6. The rates of occurrence per hour of bursts of different given sizes per 10° jon-pair size interval as a function
of thickness of the lead shield. The circled number on each third curve indicates the average number of electrons cross-
ing the ion chamber. Note the change of scale on the abscissa at thickness 4 cm of lead. Three typical sets of the
points through which these curves were drawn are shown.

interest now to estimate the average number of electron  probable burst.size produced by single relativistic u
tracks at minimum ionization in the ion chamber mesons intersecting the ion chamber is obtainable from
corresponding to a cascade burst of given size. The most ~ Fig. 9 of I. We shall take this size to be exactly at 4.8
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Fic. 7. The size-frequency distribution of bursts under a 12-cm
lead shield. The full curve through the experimental points is the
sum of the four labelled component distributions indicated by
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Cheltenham Carnegie Meter curve, corrected for underestimation
of the smaller bursts in their measurements, and compared with
our measurements on the basis of the independent calibrations of
both ion chambers in terms of the average pulse size of single
electrons at minimum ionization intersecting the spherical ion
chambers.

on the logarithmic abscissa, corresponding to 6.3X10*
ion pairs (as already discussed fully in I, these figures
are given without correcting for the current carried by
the positive ions in the ion chamber which amounts to
an additional 119 on the average).

This figure may be checked against the calibration
of the Carnegie ion chamber at Cheltenham by com-
paring the burst rates measured under 12 cm of lead.
The comparison is very satisfactory as shown in Fig. 7.
The Cheltenham data were represented by a smooth
calculated set of points for mesons of spin 0 taken from
Table II, page 327 of a paper by Lapp.? Lapp’s treat-
ment of the Cheltenham data on pages 324 and 325
was reversed to correspond with our curve by multi-
plying the rates by 3600 to bring them to bursts per
hour and by 324 to correspond with the area of our ion
chamber. A calculated size-frequency distribution was
used rather than the Cheltenham experimental points
because it introduced an appropriate correction of the
experimental data for the well-known underestimation
of the rates of occurrence of the smaller bursts measured
by the Carnegie Meter. The fit of the Cheltenham
points with this calculated curve may be seen in Fig. 6
on page 329 of Lapp’s paper.

5R. E. Lapp, Phys. Rev. 69, 321 (1946). For a more recent as-
sessment of this calculation using spin 3, see E. F. Fahy, Phys.
Rev. 83, 413 (1951).
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Fic. 8. The size-frequency distribution of bursts under a
0.26-cm lead shield. The open-circle experimental points represent
bursts that occur in coincidence with air showers. The routine
addition of the meson, proton, star and air-shower components
and subtraction from the total, yields an electron-photon cascade
component that is not perfectly smooth as indicated by the upper
edge of the shaded bulge. When this component curve is smoothed
to the lower edge of the shaded area the sum of the five components
is less than the measured total by the amount labelled “deficit”
on the uppermost curve. This deficit can be removed by alteration
of the star distribution as described in the text.

(b) Bursts Associated with Extensive
Air Showers

Although the bursts that occur in coincidence with
extensive air showers have not been very precisely
measured, the general character of their behavior under
increasing thicknesses of lead can be seen in Fig. 3.
It should be noted that, in the case of the unshielded
ion chamber and with shields of thickness less than 2 cm
of lead (as may be seen, for example, in Fig. 8), the large
burst end of the size-frequency distribution of the air
shower bursts is visible in the gross size-frequency
distribution curve. The largest bursts that occur seem
all to be caused by air showers.

At each thickness of lead the size-frequency distri-
bution of the air shower bursts has been approximated
by a power-law curve. The exponent of this power law
is 1.73 with the ion-chamber unshielded. It decreases
rapidly to about 1.2 for thicknesses 1.35 cm and 2.02 cm
of lead, by pivoting about a point at the small size end
where the bursts are those produced by single particles
intersecting the ion chamber. With thicker lead the
slope tends to increase again, and bursts of all sizes
become less frequent. The variation of the rate of
occurrence of bursts of given size as a function of
thickness of shield obtained from Fig. 3 by the same
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F1G. 9. The rates of occurrence per hour per 105 ion-pair size
interval of air-shower bursts of different given sizes as a function
of thickness of the lead shield. The circled numbers on the curves
indicate the average numbers of electrons crossing the ion chamber
(area 324 cm?).

process as described in Sec. 4(a) is indicated by the
transition curves of Fig. 9. These curves show (a) a
finite number of bursts of all sizes even with no lead,
(b) a broad maximum which occurs at the same depth
whatever the size of the bursts, (c) a strong increase in
the height of the maximum with increasing size of
burst, and (d) no increase to a maximum for bursts
produced by single particles crossing the ion chamber.
These features seem to be in qualitative agreement with
what might be expected for bursts produced by exten-
sive air showers, and the contrast with the curves of
Fig. 6 should be noted.

(c) Electromagnetic Cascade Bursts

The calibration of the ion chamber, as described in
5(a) above, in terms of the average burst size produced
by a particle at minimum ionization, enables the curves
of Fig. 6 to be labeled with the average numbers of
electrons crossing the ion chamber. Every third curve
has been so labelled. The last point on each of these

STELJES

curves at 27 cm of lead, is derived from a power-law
differential size-frequency distribution (Table III,
column 5) with exponent —2.73. It is useful to normal-
ize these rates to unity at 27 cm of lead and replot the
curves using a linear ordinate scale. The result is shown
in Fig. 10 where the curves are seen to be similar to
the well-known Rossi curve? obtained with counters.

It is generally accepted that the Rossi curve includes
showers of three main types: (1) electron-photon cas-
cades arising from incident electrons and photons of
the so-called soft component; these cascades, which we
shall call the soft-component cascades, produce the
initial maximum and are completely absorbed in about
12 cm of lead; (2) electron-photon cascades originating
in the lead from the radiation and knock-on interactions
of mesons; these build up in number within the first
12 cm of lead to a rate which then decreases very
slowly with increasing thickness; and (3) penetrating
showers and electron-photon cascades originating from
nuclear interactions within the lead; at sea level these
latter showers are thought to be much less frequent
than those of types (1) and (2).

In Fig. 11 the transition curve for cascades of 32
particles has been replotted over the whole 27 cm of
lead. The broken line indicates the growth of bursts
from showers that originate within the lead. The very
small rate of absorption of all bursts observed under
more than 10 cm of lead (mean free path greater than
2000 g/cm?) indicates that they arise mainly from the
secondary effects of u mesons and not from the nucleon
component.

The existence of a second maximum?® in the Rossi
curve at about 15 or 20 cm of lead has often been
claimed—the present observations show no trace of
such a maximum for any of the larger burst sizes. A
small effect for bursts of only 2 or 3 particles, if it did
exist, might not have been detected in the present
experiment because of the masking effect of the large
numbers of bursts of this size arising from single
mesons and protons.

The transition curves of the bursts arising from the
soft component (see Figs. 10 and 11) are quite different
in character from those of the extensive air shower
bursts (Fig. 9). The soft component bursts in fact seem
to arise mainly from single electrons or photons incident
on the lead shield. This conclusion is supported by the
following facts: (1) The soft component electrons in
the unshielded ion chamber have a size-frequency
distribution curve (see Fig. 4 of I or Fig. 5 of this
paper) very similar to that of the u mesons which are
known to be single; there is no evidence of incident
electron showers of more than 2 or 3 electrons except
those associated with extensive air showers. (2) The
larger bursts do not occur at all until an appreciable
thickness of lead has been placed above the ion cham-

¢ See B. Hodges and L. W. Morris, Phys. Rev. 102, 1164 (1956)
for the pertinent references.
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ber; it takes a certain thickness of lead to produce a
moderately large burst if the cascade has to start from
a single electron or photon. (3) The maximum of each
curve is comparatively narrow and occurs at a progres-
sively greater depth in lead as the size of the bursts
increases, quite unlike the extensive shower transition
curves which have a broad maximum, the position of
which is insensitive to the thickness of the lead.
Attention is drawn to a peculiar feature of the
transition curves of the soft component cascades
associated with the first very thin (0.11-cm) lead shield.
There is an anomalously large increase of the smaller
bursts of one, two, and four particles best seen in Fig. 6.
It is possible that this effect arises from materialization
of photons of the soft component. Alternatively, it

quite possibly may have arisen from some error of the
measurements or in the analysis.

The primary objective of this paper has been to
present and analyze the experimental results. The
transition curves of Fig. 10 are being discussed in more
detail and compared with cascade theory in another
paper now in preparation. It may be remarked that if
these bursts do arise from isolated incident electrons
or photons, the energies involved extend to some S0
Bev for cascades developing 500 particles at their
maximum in lead.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

We thank Miss Marjorie M. Hughes for her careful
measurements of the pen recordings.



