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FIG. 1. Intensity of radiation transmitted through an intrinsic
specimen of InSb (approximately 10 microns thick) plotted as a
function of magnetic field for several photon energies. The mag-
netic field was parallel to the face of the specimen.

(heavy hole) valence band. The levels of both the
conduction band and the V2 valence band are therefore
coalesced into well-defined magnetic sub-bands. 4 (See
Fig. 3.) It is tentatively suggested that the absorption
peak at the lowest photon energy involves transitions
from the 1=0 magnetic sub-band in the valence band
to the t =0 magnetic sub-band in the conduction band;
that the middle absorption peak involves transitions
from the l=1 valence sub-band to the l=0 conduction
sub-band; and that the highest photon energy ab-
sorption peak involves transitions from the l= 0
valence sub-band to the 1=1 conduction sub-band.
The separation between the first two peaks is accord-
ingly associated with the separation between the 1=0
and l= 1 valence sub-bands, and the separation between
the first and third peaks is associated with the separa-
tion between the 7=0 and 3=1 conduction sub-bands.
The absence of other prominent peaks may indicate
the existence of a selection rule for 6/. These energy
separations indicate a value of 0.044ns for the efFective
mass of the light holes. This value is only an upper limit
since the coalescence of the valence band levels involves
quantum effects arising from the degeneracy of the
valence bands. A value of 0.016en is obtained for the
efFective mass of the electrons, in good agreement with

conduction band. These studies have now been extended
to higher photon energies using specimens about 10
to 20 microns thick. It is found that for magnetic fields
as low as 15 000 gauss, the intrinsic absorption spec-
trum exhibits several prominent absorption peaks.
These absorption peaks are attributed to vertical
optical transitions between magnetic sub-bands of the
V. (light hole) valence band and the magnetic sub-
bands of the conduction band.

In Fig. 1, the room temperature transmission of an
intrinsic specimen of InSb is plotted as a function of
magnetic field at different photon energies. The in-

crease in transmission with magnetic field in the lowest
photon energy curve is due to the shift of the absorption
edge to higher photon energies. The oscillation in trans-
mission with increasing magnetic field, in the higher
photon energy curves, is reminiscent of de Haas-van
Alphen effects. In Fig. 2, the relative transmission,
T(FI)/T(H=O), is plotted as a function of photon
energy at several magnetic fields. The curves exhibit
three pronounced transmission minima, i.e., absorption
peaks, whose positions shift to higher photon energies
with increasing magnetic field.

On the basis of available experimental and theoretical
information about the free carriers in InSb, ' it appears
that, at the magnetic fields used in these experiments,
the condition co,~)1 is satisfied for the holes in the V

valence band as well as for the electrons in the conduc-
tion band, but is not satisfied for the holes in the V~
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FIG. 2. Relative transmission, T (H) /T (H =0), of In Sb at
room temperature plotted against photon energy at several mag-
netic fields. The effective slit width used in the measurements was
approximately 0.001 ev. The transmission minimum at 0.217, in
the curve for H =50 000 gauss, coincides with an absorption band
in the cement used to mount the InSb specimen. The transmitted
energy in this region was very low and the indicated band is
therefore believed to be spurious.
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' F. Seitz, Modern Theory of Solids (McGraw-Hill Book Com-
pany, Inc. , New York, 1940), Chap. 16, pp. 583—590.' Burstein, Picus, Gebbie, and Blatt, Phys. Rev. 103, 826 (1956).' E. 0. Kane, Bull. Am. Phys. Soc. Ser. II, 1, 285 (1956).

4 The present description is obviously oversimplified, since the
coalescence of the valence band levels is complicated by quantum
effects arising from the degeneracy of the valence bands. The
nature of these quantum effects has not yet been established in
detail, so that a more detailed discussion is not possible at present.' Burstein, Picus, and Gebbie, Phys. Rev. 103, 825 (1956).
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FIG. 3. Schematic energy-momentum diagram of the conduction
and valence bands of InSb in the presence of a magnetic field
showing the magnetic sub-hands (l„=0, 1, 2) of the V2 (light hole)
valence band and those (l,=0, 1, 2) of the conduction hand. The
nonparabolic character of the bands and the quantum effects in
the valence band have not been taken into account, and it is
assumed that the V1 (heavy hole) valence bands are not appre-
ciably aHected by the magnetic field. The V3 valence band which
is split away from the V1 and U& valence hands by spin-orbit
interaction is also not shown.

the value of 0.015m obtained from infrared cyclotron
resonance experiments' at comparable magnetic fields.

The effect of magnetic field on optical interband
transitions, the interband magneto-optic (IDIO) effect,
is related to cyclotron resonance in the same way that
the Zeeman effect is related to paramagnetic resonance.
Both the IMO effect and cyclotron resonance involve
the coalescence of energy band levels in a magnetic field.
However, the IMO effect involves optical transitions
between magnetic sub-bands belonging to different
energy bands, whereas cyclotron resonance involves
optical transitions between magnetic sub-bands belong-

ing to the same energy band. For intrinsic absorption,
the IMO effect does not depend on the presence of free
carriers and can therefore be studied under conditions
where the free carrier concentration is either too small
or too large for cyclotron resonance experiments.
Furthermore, the IMO effect should be particularly
useful for obtaining information about energy surfaces
away from the band edge, as well as about the effective
masses of energy bands whose edges occur away from
the forbidden energy gap.

IBBY and co-workers have estimated the produc-
~ tion rate of natural tritium as Q=0.14 T atom/

cm' of earth surface (cmP)-sec, based on their measure-
ments of the tritium content of natural waters. ' '

Q was
calculated separately from material balance considera-
tions over (1) the oceans, and (2) the continents,
equating the cosmic-ray production rate with the net
loss from the oceanic and continental atmospheres by
precipitation; the values obtained were, respectively,
0.12 and 0.16, in good agreement. ' A Q value of 0.14,
coupled with an average surface ocean concentration
(pre-thermonuclear tests) of 0.24 atom T per 10"atoms
H (0.24 tritium unit or T.U.), was calculated as indi-

cating uniform mixing of the sea to a depth of about 100
meters, assuming no T to be stored below this depth. '

Tritium production by high-energy protons on nitro-
gen and oxygen has been measured; the cross sections
are about 30 mb with excellent agreement between two
sets of data. ' 4 From these measurements and considera-
tions of the cosmic-ray primary flux and neutron contri-
bution, Q is calculated, independently of observed con-
centrations, to be approximately' 0.2 T atom/cm 2 sec,
and, more precisely, ' 0.14 p.p3+.", in agreement with
the rate indicated by the natural concentrations.

However, the tritium production rate must be a good
deal higher than the figures quoted above. The average
residence time of water below the oceanic thermocline is

very probably less than 500 years, and certainly less
than 1000 years, as determined by oceanographic
measurements, ' ' data on the heat fiux through the
ocean floor, 7 and measurements of, and calculations
based on, the distribution of radiocarbon in the atmos-


